
2020-B-07198 

18 November 2020 

Steph O’Sullivan 

Chief Executive 

Whakatāne District Council 

Dear Steph O’Sullivan 

COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-Track Consenting) Act 2020 – Whakātane Commercial Boat 

Harbour Project – Comments sought   

In the week commencing 21 September 2020, the Minister for the Environment and Minister 

of Conservation received an application to refer the above project to an expert consenting 

panel for consideration under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the 

Act). The proposed project is located within the Whakatāne area.  

The project is described as follows, and a copy of the application is attached: 

Whakatāne Commercial Boat Harbour Project 

The construction of internal boat harbour facilities and an access channel from the boat 
harbour to the Whakatāne River (partially located in the CMA where the channel meets the 
river), and the use of these facilities and access channel. 

The project includes two alternatives for the vessel access channel. These are subject to 
confirmation of the design of the facility and the final consent application. The application 
includes concept plans of the two channels, with slightly different layouts of the internal 
elements of the boat harbour facility. 

The boat harbour is expected to be completed in two stages. The first stage starting 
construction in early 2021 includes: 

 Establishment of the boat harbour including its channel entrance and the first berths
focused on the commercial industry (tourism, fishing and aquaculture).

 Construction of the Marine Technical Training Centre facility along with the commercial
hardstand maintenance facility.

 Construction of a commercial chandlery.

 Flood protection works.

 Remediation of contamination from the site (historic timber mill timber peelings that were
consented and placed during the 1980’s).
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