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FTC#213: Application for referred project under the COVID-19
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 — Stage 1 decisions

Key messages

1.

This briefing seeks your initial decisions on an application from LET Capital Number 3 Limited
Partnership to refer the Waiuku Wind Farm Project (project) to an expert consenting panel
(panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA).

The project is to construct and operate a wind farm on an approximately 560-hectare site,
comprising multiple properties at 66 Huarau Way, 44 and 76 Robertson Road, 136, 191 and
260 Thomson Road, and 612 Forestry Road, Otaua, Waikato, and to connect to and supply
electricity to the national grid. The wind farm will have an approximate installed capacity of
80 peak Megawatts and will comprise up to18 wind turbines with blade tip heights up to 190
metres high. The project includes the construction of infrastructure and supporting structures
including internal roads, turbine platforms, foundation and crane pads, underground
electrical and fibre optic cables, two wind monitoring masts up to 100 metres high, a central
collector station building and ancillary buildings.

The project includes two options to connect to and supply electricity to the national grid, with
the transmission lines extending north into the Auckland Region:

a. Option A involves the construction of a new 33kV transmission line extending from
the proposed wind farm to an existing 33kV Counties Energy Limited (Counties
Energy) transmission line south of Otaua. Upgrades would also be required to the
existing 33kV transmission line along the route to the Waiuku substation and then
on to the Glenbrook substation.

b. Option B involves the construction of a new 33kV transmission line, with two route
options, extending from the proposed wind farm to the Waiuku substation and either
a new 33kV transmission line, or upgrading to the existing 33kV Counties Energy
transmission line, between Waiuku and Glenbrook substations.

Both connection options involve works on private land and within road reserve and the
applicant considers the works can be undertaken via existing easements and statutory
powers and without additional landowner approval.

The project will require land use consents under the operative Waikato District Plan (OWDP)
and the proposed Waikato District Plan (PWDP)?, water and discharge permits under the
Waikato Regional Plan, and resource consents under the Resource Management (National
Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human
Health) Regulations 2011 (NES-CS) and the Resource Management (National
Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020 (NES-F). The applicant has not
identified any resource consent requirements under the Auckland Unitary Plan (AUP).

The proposed wind farm is located in the Rural zone and the Awhitu Rural Management
Area, Waikato River Catchment and Significant Natural Area overlays, under the OWDP,
and the General Rural zone and Coastal, Site and Areas of Significance to Maori, Notable
Trees and Waikato River Catchment overlays under the PWDP. The project will have overall
discretionary activity status. The Rural zone under the OWDP seeks to maintain and
enhance opportunities for rural activities whilst the General Rural zone under the PWDP
provides predominantly for primary production activities, including intensive indoor primary
production. Both the OWDP and PWDP district wide policy supports an increase in

! Hearings on the PWDP were completed in July 2021, however the zoning and overlays for the project site are
still subject to appeals.



10.

11.

12.

13.

renewable electricity generation.

The two transmission route options to connect to and supply electricity to the national grid
cover various land parcels located in the Rural zone under the OWDP, General Rural zone
under the PWDP, and Rural Production, Large Lot Residential, Light Industry, Heavy
Industry, and Mixed Rural zones under the AUP.

We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the referral application and this is
presented along with our recommendations in Table A.

The project meets all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, and we consider it
may help to achieve the FTCA'’s purpose. More analysis is needed before we can advise you
on matters in section 23(5) which may influence your referral decision. Key issues that may
affect the project delivery timeframe include the need to obtain further approval/agreements
from other parties, including Transpower New Zealand Limited (Transpower), Counties
Energy, Waikato District Council (WDC) and Auckland Council, to establish the connection
to the national grid, and further investigations required on connection options.

Although there is a risk that processing of a referral order may not be completed in the
remaining available time, we recommend you progress consideration of the application to
the next stage of analysis (Stage 2) and invite comments from WDC, Waikato Regional
Council (WRC), Auckland Council and specific Ministers listed in section 21(6) of the FTCA.

We recommend you invite comments from the following additional Ministers under section
21(6)(n) of the FTCA:

a. Minister for Energy and Resources

b. Minister of Agriculture, as the project site includes land that is likely to meet the
definition of ‘highly productive land’ under the National Policy Statement for Highly
Productive Land 2022.

We also recommend that you invite comments from Counties Energy, Transpower and
Auckland Transport as additional parties under section 21(3) of the FTCA.

We recommend that you request further information from the applicant, WDC, WRC and
Auckland Council as detailed in Table A.

Statutory framework summary

14.

15.

16.

17.

You are the sole decision maker for the referral application as the project will not occur in
the coastal marine area.

You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevant Ministers:

a. Iif you are satisfied the project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections
18(2) and 23(1) of the FTCA)

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA).
If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person.

You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see
section 22 of the FTCA).



Timeframe for referral

18. The FTCA will be repealed on 8 July 2023, meaning that a referral order must be in force for
the project by this date if the project’s approvals are to be considered by a panel under FTCA
process.

19. The timeframe for processing the referral application is dependent on certain statutory
obligations and the capacity and resourcing of officials. The ability for a referral order for the
project to be successfully completed, even if you make a decision to refer the project, is
becoming increasingly time-pressured as the 8 July deadline approaches.

Action sought

20. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A.

Signature

-

L

Rebecca Perrett
Acting Manager — Fast-track Consenting



Table A: Stage 1 initial assessment of project eligibility — projects where the Minister for the Environment is the only decision maker
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Will project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 19]

) Economic benefits | Effect on social and | Likelihood Public benefit Potential for Any other relevant
Is project and costs for cultural wellbeing of | project will [section 19(d)] significant adverse matters
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18(2)] otherwise be
the case
[section 19(c)]
upgrading to
the existing
33kV
Counties
Energy
transmission
line, between
Waiuku and
Glenbrook
substations.

Both connection
options involve
works on private
land and within
road reserve and
the applicant
considers the
works can be
undertaken via
existing
easements and
statutory powers
and without
additional
landowner
approval.

The project
involves activities
such as
construction of
wind turbines and
buildings,
carrying out
earthworks,
taking
stormwater and
groundwater,
discharge of
stormwater,
diversion and/or
damming of
water removing
vegetation
(including within
a natural
wetland)
constructing or
installing
infrastructure or
structures
including roads.

The project will

require land use
consents under
the operative




Project
details

Project
description

Project
funding

Is project
eligible for
referral?
[sections
18(3) and
18(2)]

Will project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 19]

Economic benefits
and costs for
people or
industries affected
by COVID-19
[section 19(a)]

Effect on social and
cultural wellbeing of
current and future
generations
[section 19(b)]

Likelihood
project will
progress faster
under the
FTCA than
would
otherwise be
the case
[section 19(c)]

Public benefit
[section 19(d)]

Potential for
significant adverse
environmental effects,
including greenhouse
gas emissions
[section 19(e)]

Any other relevant
matters
[section 19(f)]

Recommendations

Minister’s
decisions

Waikato District
Plan (OWDP)
and the proposed
Waikato District
Plan (PWDP),
water and
discharge
permits under the
Waikato Regional
Plan, and
resource
consents under
the Resource
Management
(National
Environmental
Standard for
Assessing and
Managing
Contaminants in
Soil to Protect
Human Health)
Regulations 2011
(NES-CS) and
the Resource
Management
(National
Environmental
Standards for
Freshwater)
Regulations 2020
(NES-F). The
applicant has not
identified any
resource consent
requirements
under the
Auckland Unitary
Plan (AUP).

Signed:

Hon David Parker

Minister for the Environment

Date:
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