


councillor or independent hearings commissioner) to sit on the panel and determine the RMA 
approvals for the project. The applicants will provide a detailed assessment of environmental 
effects and cultural impact assessments at this stage and the council will have the opportunity 
to provide further comments to the panel.  
 
Please provide comments via return email within 10 working days to ensure that the Minister 
takes them into consideration when making his decision. Note that the Minister is not required 
to consider any comments provided after this time. 
 
If it is more efficient for you to discuss the applications, please contact the Ministry for the 
Environment’s Fast-track Consenting Team at fasttrackconsenting@mfe.govt.nz to arrange 
an appointment. 
 
  
  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

  
  
    

Madeleine Berry 
Acting Manager, Fast-track Consenting Team 
 
  
Appendix: 
 

A. Details of proposed project 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Application to refer the Waiterimu Solar Farm Project to an expert consenting panel, 
including supporting information (Databox link) 

2. Response template for written comments 
  
 
  



Appendix A – Details of proposed project 
 
Project  Applicants Details 
Waiterimu Solar 
Farm Project 

Waikato 
Solar Farms 
Limited and 
Transpower 
NZ Limited 

 The project is to construct and operate a solar 
farm on a 380-hectare site at 304 and 345 
Waiterimu Road, Waiterimu, Waikato, and to 
connect it to the national electricity grid. The solar 
farm will have an approximate output of 140-
Megawatt peak. The solar panels will cover 
approximately 63 hectares and the solar farm will 
comprise:  

a. approximately 225,000 solar panels up to 
approximately 3.5 metres high 

b. inverter cabinets, arrays, mounting 
structures, motors and poles to support the 
panels  

c. a substation and transmission line to 
connect to the national grid 

d. an energy storage facility 
e. underground electricity cables 
f. ancillary buildings, structures and 

infrastructure (including roads, fencing, 
security lighting and for connection to 
existing overhead electricity lines)  

landscaping including planting and enhancement of 
wetlands and streams. 

 




