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FTC#145: Application for referred project under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Stage 1 decisions 
Key messages  

 
1. This briefing seeks your initial decisions on applications to refer the following projects to an 

expert consenting panel (panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 
2020 (FTCA): 

a. Waiterimu Solar Farm Project, from Waikato Solar Farms Limited and Transpower NZ 
Limited 

b. Waikanae North Project, from Bulletin Trust  
2. The Waiterimu Solar Farm Project is to construct and operate a solar farm on a 380-hectare 

site at 304 and 345 Waiterimu Road, Waiterimu, Waikato, and to connect it to the national 
electricity grid. The solar farm will have an approximate output of 140 Megawatt peak, and 
will comprise:  

a. approximately 225,000 solar panels up to approximately 3.5 metres high and, 
occupying approximately 63 hectares 

b. inverter cabinets, arrays, mounting structures, motors and poles to support the panels  
c. a substation and transmission line to connect to the national grid 
d. an energy storage facility 
e. underground electricity cables 
f. ancillary buildings, structures and infrastructure (including roads, fencing, security 

lighting and for connection to existing overhead electricity lines)  
g. landscaping including planting and enhancement of wetlands and streams. 

3. The project will require land use consents under the Operative and Proposed Waikato District 
Plans, land use consent and water and discharge permits under the Waikato Regional Plan 
and resource consent under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard 
for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 
2011 (NES-CS) and the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 
Freshwater) Regulations 2020 (NES-F).  

4. The project site is in the Rural Zone under the Operative and Proposed Waikato District 
Plans and the proposed activities will have overall discretionary activity status under those 
plans due to exceeding various permitted activity standards. The applicants note the project 
is considered ‘specified infrastructure’ and will have overall discretionary activity status under 
the NES-F relating to construction, maintenance and operation.  

5. The Waikanae North Project is to subdivide an approximately 33-hectare site located at 99 
and 103 State Highway 1, Waikanae, Wellington and construct approximately 410 residential 
units and supporting infrastructure including roads, accessways, parking areas and three-
waters services. The project includes the creation of open space areas and restoration and 
planting of natural wetlands on the site. The project will also require the infilling of several 
modified streams on the site. 

6. The project will require subdivision and land use consents under the Kapiti Coast District 
Plan (KCDP), land use consent and water and discharge permits under the Proposed Natural 
Resources Plan for the Wellington Region and the Regional Freshwater Plan for the 
Wellington Region, and resource consents under the NES-F.  

7. The project site is located in the General Rural Zone and the Waikanae North Eco Hamlet 



3 

Precinct (the precinct) under the KCDP. The precinct is located adjacent to the Waikanae 
North urban growth area and is intended to provide a buffer or transition between the urban 
area and rural zones. The KCDP anticipates that some development in the precinct may be 
clustered, however the overall density should be relatively low to retain the sense of 
openness, recognise sensitive landscape and ecological characteristics, and maintain 
compatibility with primary production activities. The proposed activities have overall non-
complying activity status due to the density of residential subdivision and development, and 
earthworks within 10 metres of, and diversion of water within 100 metres of, natural wetlands. 

8. Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC) adopted a growth strategy, Te tupu pai – Growing well,
in February 2022 (the strategy). The strategy sets out a vision and roadmap for 30 years and
identifies land to the north of Waikanae, including the project site, as a ‘medium priority
greenfield growth area’. The strategy identifies a future local centre and potential rapid transit
stop at Waikanae North but notes the need for further investigation of constraints, including
required infrastructure. KCDC intends to implement the strategy through plan changes to the
KCDP, however a specific timeframe for the Waikanae North area is not provided.

9. If the project is referred it will be assessed against the KCDP and NES-F as a non-complying
activity. The applicant considers that the project will not be contrary to the relevant objectives
and policies of the KCDP and NES-F, and that adverse effects will be no more than minor,
which will allow the project to pass the ‘gateway tests’ in section 104D of the Resource
Management Act 1991 (RMA).

10. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the referral applications and this is
presented along with our recommendations in Table A.

11. The projects meet all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, but more analysis is
needed before we can advise you if they meet the purpose of the FTCA (thus satisfying
section 18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on matters in section 23(5) which may influence
your referral decision.

12. We recommend you progress consideration of both applications to the next stage of analysis
(Stage 2) and invite comments from the relevant local authorities and specific Ministers listed
in section 21(6) of the FTCA.

13. We recommend that for the Waiterimu Solar Farm Project you invite comments from the
Minister of Energy and Resources as an additional Minister under section 21(6)(n) of the
FTCA.

14. We recommend that for the Waikanae North Project, you invite comments from the Associate
Minister for the Environment (urban policy) as an additional Minister under section 21(6)(n)
of the FTCA, and from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency as an additional party under
section 21(3) of the FTCA.

15. We also recommend that for the Waikanae North Project you request further information
from the applicant, KCDC and Greater Wellington Regional Council as detailed in Table A.

Statutory framework summary 

16. You are the sole decision maker for the referral applications as the projects will not occur in
the coastal marine area.

17. You may decline a referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevant Ministers:

a. if you are satisfied the project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2)
and 23(1) of the FTCA)
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b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA). 
18. If you do not decline a referral application at this stage:  

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local 
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA 

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person. 
19. You are also able to request further information from the applicants or any relevant local 

authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept a referral application (see section 
22 of the FTCA). 

 

Action sought 
 

20. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A. 
 

 

Signature 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Madeleine Berry 
Acting Manager – Fast-track Consenting 

 














