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FTC #107: Application for referred projects under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Stage 1 decisions 
Key Messages  

 
1. We seek your initial decisions on two applications for referral to an expert consenting panel 

(a panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (FTCA) for the 
following projects: 

a. Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering, from NZ Windfarms Limited 
b. Selfs Road, from Acanthus Limited. 

2. The Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering project is to redesign and upgrade the existing Te 
Rere Hau wind farm to increase operational efficiency and output of renewable electricity 
supplied to the national grid. 

3. The project site is located on ridgelines of the Tararua Range lying north of the Aokautere–
Pahiatua Road (Pahiatua Track), approximately 11 kilometres south-east of Palmerston 
North. 

4. The project will expand the overall footprint of the existing windfarm, remove 97 existing two-
blade turbines 47 metres high and install 30 new three-blade turbines which are 162 metres 
high. This represents a 70% (approximately) reduction in the total number of turbines and an 
increase of approximately 245% in turbine height at the wind farm. The project scope 
includes options to uprate the existing underground transmission line connecting the wind 
farm to the national grid, or to install a new overhead transmission line. 

5. Activities will include vegetation removal, earthworks, removal of existing turbines, 
constructing new turbines including foundations and building pads, upgrading existing roads, 
constructing new roads and culverts, constructing new infrastructure including hardstand 
areas, underground electrical and communication cables, substation and grid connection 
equipment, and discharge of stormwater and contaminants.  

6. The project will require land use resource consents under the Tararua District Plan and the 
Palmerston North City District Plan, land use consents, water takes, water diversion and 
discharge consents under the Horizons One Plan and resource consents under the 
Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for Freshwater) Regulation 2020 
(NES-F). The proposed activities would have overall non-complying activity status due to the 
project potentially involving construction of transmission lines not proposed by a Network 
Utility Operator. 

7. The Selfs Road project is to subdivide a 3.64-hectare site and construct approximately 115 
residential units along with roads and three-waters services. 

8. The project site is located at 1 Selfs Road, Papatoetoe, Auckland on the north-eastern 
fringes of Ngā Kapua Kohuora / Crater Hill, one of several South Auckland volcanic features. 
Crater Hill is privately owned, and the main part of the land was recently the subject of an 
unsuccessful application by the owners to rezone the area for future residential development, 
which also failed in subsequent Environment and High Court appeals – principally on the 
basis of the strong cultural connection of local Maōri (particularly Te Ākitai Waiohua) to it. 
The project site forms part of the Crater Hill property but is physically separate from it as it 
lies on the eastern side of State Highway 20 which bisects the land and separates it from the 
main part of Crater Hill. The project site was not affected by the litigation issue as it already 
lies in the Residential Mixed-Housing Suburban zone under the Auckland Unitary Plan 
(AUP). 
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9. The project will involve activities such as demolition of existing residential buildings, 
vegetation clearance, earthworks (including disturbing contaminated land), subdivision, 
constructing residential units, constructing roads and three-waters services, and 
landscaping. 

10. The project will require land use and subdivision resource consents under the AUP and 
resource consent under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for 
Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health). The proposed 
activities will have overall restricted discretionary status due to earthworks and new buildings 
within the extent of the Crater Hill (Ngā Kapua Kohuora) Outstanding Natural Feature 
overlay. 

11. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the applications, and these are presented 
along with our recommendations in Table A. 

12. The projects meet all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, but more analysis is 
needed before we can advise you if they meet the purpose of the FTCA (thus satisfying 
section 18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on matters in section 23(5) which may influence 
your referral decision. 

13. We recommend you progress consideration of both applications to the next stage of analysis 
(Stage 2) and invite comments from specific Ministers listed in section 21(6) of the FTCA, 
Tararua District Council, Palmerston North City Council and Horizons Regional Council (for 
Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering) and Auckland Council (for Selfs Road). 

14. We recommend that you invite comments on the Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering 
application from the Minister of Energy and Resources as an additional Minister under 
section 21(6)(n) of the FTCA and Transpower New Zealand Limited as an additional party 
under section 21(3) of the FTCA. 

15. We recommend that you invite comments on the Selfs Road project from Auckland Transport 
and Watercare Services Limited as additional parties under section 21(3) of the FTCA. 

16. We also recommend you request further information from both applicants as detailed in 
Table A. 

 

Statutory Framework Summary 
 

17. You are the sole decision maker for referral of the projects as they will not occur in the coastal 
marine area. 

18. You may decline the referral applications before seeking comments from the relevant local 
authorities and any relevant Ministers: 

a. if you are satisfied the projects do not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the 
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2) 
and 23(1) of the FTCA) 

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA). 
19. If you do not decline the referral applications at this stage:  

a. you must provide the applications to, and invite comments from, the relevant local 
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA 

b. you may provide the applications to and invite comments from any other person. 
20. You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local 

authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral applications (see 
section 22 of the FTCA). 
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Action Sought 
 

21. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A. 
 

Signature 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Frame 
Manager – Fast-track Consenting 
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