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FTC #107: Application for referred projects under the COVID-19
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 — Stage 1 decisions

Key Messages

1.

We seek your initial decisions on two applications for referral to an expert consenting panel
(a panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (FTCA) for the
following projects:

a. Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering, from NZ Windfarms Limited
b. Selfs Road, from Acanthus Limited.

The Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering project is to redesign and,upgrade the existing Te
Rere Hau wind farm to increase operational efficiency and output,of,renéwable electricity
supplied to the national grid.

The project site is located on ridgelines of the Tararua Range lying north of the"Aokautere—
Pahiatua Road (Pahiatua Track), approximately 11 kilometres-South-east of Palmerston
North.

The project will expand the overall footprint of the existingwindfarm, remove 97 existing two-
blade turbines 47 metres high and install 30 new three-blade turbinés which are 162 metres
high. This represents a 70% (approximately) reduetion in the totalnumber of turbines and an
increase of approximately 245% in turbine’ height at the*wind farm. The project scope
includes options to uprate the existing underground transmission‘line connecting the wind
farm to the national grid, or to install a new overhead transmission line.

Activities will include vegetation/femeval, earthworks,, removal of existing turbines,
constructing new turbines including foundations and building pads, upgrading existing roads,
constructing new roads and culverts, constructing new infrastructure including hardstand
areas, underground electrical and communication cables, substation and grid connection
equipment, and discharge of stormwater and contaminants.

The project will require,land use resourceconsents under the Tararua District Plan and the
Palmerston North, City District Plany land, use consents, water takes, water diversion and
discharge consénts, under the Herizens One Plan and resource consents under the
Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for Freshwater) Regulation 2020
(NES-F). Thesproposed activitiesiwould have overall non-complying activity status due to the
project potentially involving €onstruction of transmission lines not proposed by a Network
Utility"Qperator.

The, Selfs Road projectiis‘to subdivide a 3.64-hectare site and construct approximately 115
residential unitsalong'with roads and three-waters services.

The project site is located at 1 Selfs Road, Papatoetoe, Auckland on the north-eastern
fringes of Nga Kapua Kohuora / Crater Hill, one of several South Auckland volcanic features.
Crater Hill is*privately owned, and the main part of the land was recently the subject of an
unsuccessful application by the owners to rezone the area for future residential development,
which also failed in subsequent Environment and High Court appeals — principally on the
basis, of the strong cultural connection of local Madri (particularly Te Akitai Waiohua) to it.
The project site forms part of the Crater Hill property but is physically separate from it as it
lies on the eastern side of State Highway 20 which bisects the land and separates it from the
main part of Crater Hill. The project site was not affected by the litigation issue as it already
lies in the Residential Mixed-Housing Suburban zone under the Auckland Unitary Plan
(AUP).
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The project will involve activities such as demolition of existing residential buildings,
vegetation clearance, earthworks (including disturbing contaminated land), subdivision,
constructing residential units, constructing roads and three-waters services, and
landscaping.

The project will require land use and subdivision resource consents under the AUP and
resource consent under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for
Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health). The proposed
activities will have overall restricted discretionary status due to earthworks and new buildings
within the extent of the Crater Hill (Nga Kapua Kohuora) Outstanding Natural Feature
overlay.

We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the applications, and thesg“are presented
along with our recommendations in Table A.

The projects meet all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FT.CA{ butymore analysis'is
needed before we can advise you if they meet the purpose of the ETCA (thus satisfying
section 18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on matters in section.23(5) which may,influence
your referral decision.

We recommend you progress consideration of both applications.to'the next stage of analysis
(Stage 2) and invite comments from specific Ministers Jistediin section 21(6)«of the FTCA,
Tararua District Council, Palmerston North City Counciliand Horizons Regional Council (for
Te Rere Hau Wind Farm Repowering) and Auckland Council (for Selfs Road).

We recommend that you invite comments on, thé Te Rere Hau,Wind Farm Repowering
application from the Minister of Energy,and Resources as an additional Minister under
section 21(6)(n) of the FTCA and TranspoweriNew Zealand Limited as an additional party
under section 21(3) of the FTCA.

We recommend that you invite comments,on the Selfs:Road project from Auckland Transport
and Watercare Services Limited,as.additional parties under section 21(3) of the FTCA.

We also recommend you request further infarmation from both applicants as detailed in
Table A.

You are the sole decision maker for referral of the projects as they will not occur in the coastal
marine area.

You may“decline the referral . applications before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevantMinisters:

a.. iIf you are satisfied the projects do not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (whichinclude helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2)
and 23(1) ofthe FTCA)

b. forany.other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA).
If you do_not decline the referral applications at this stage:

a. “you must provide the applications to, and invite comments from, the relevant local
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA

b. you may provide the applications to and invite comments from any other person.

You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral applications (see
section 22 of the FTCA).



21. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A.




Table A: Stage 1 initial assessment of project eligibility — projects where the Minister for the Environment is the only decision maker

Projects to progress

Will the Project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]

Economic Effect on Likelihood Public benefit Potential for Any other relevant matters
. benefits and social and the Project [section 19(d)] | significant [section 19(f)]
'-’;_P_’;’Ile?t costs for cultural will progress adverse
: i Gl Py le or wellbeing of | faster under environmental TR
Project - o Project peop 9 - Minister’s
details Project description funding referral? industries current and the FTCA effects, including Recommendations decisions
[section affected by future than would greenhouse gas
18(3)] COVID-19 generations | otherwise be emissions
[section 19(a)] Esgcio;;i]on :he c?se [section 19(e)]
section
19(c)]
Project name | The project will expand The applicant | Based on The applicant The project The applicant Based on the The applicant states | The applicant notes thatthey | a. Note that section 23(3) of the FTCA
Te Rere H the overall footprint of the | proposes to available estimates that has the estimates that | information that'the project has | own'er have.existing access permits you to decline the referral
V\? de;e au existing windfarm, fund the information the project will potential for the use of the | provided we the potentialfor agreements over most of the application without inviting
R ind Farm remove 97 existing two- project through | at this stage, | provide: positive effects | FTCA process | consider that the | adverse effects, land within the project site comments from the relevant local
ade turbines 47 metres | a combination | we consider . on the socia will enable the | project is likely including: ut still need to arrange a authorities and any relevan
ePOWering | plade turbines 47 met binati id approximately the social ill enable th ject is likel includi but still need t thorities and levant
Applicant high and install 30 new of private the Projectis | ° . wellbeing of project to to resultin the development agreement with Ministers.
three-blade turbi ity and ligible f 197 direct full- t and 6-18 | following public |us.Jandscape and the owner of one site in
) ree-blade turbines equity an eligible for current an progress ollowing public p
N_Z Wlndfarms which are 162 metres debt financing | referral t'm"f future months faster | benefits: visual ‘_a ects order to construct one of the b. Note that you have not yet provided
Limited high. This represents a via BNZ bank. | because: elg_:_’g a‘lelr;t generations as | than standard > * ecological effects’ | ey turbines. If this the application to, nor sought any
¢/- Aurecon 70% (approximately) The applicant | « it does not gver )ajgwrZe- it will: RMA . g;ne]cr) n?gnt . :ra;\ﬁSPOfl: art\d agreement cannot be comments on it from, relevant local
New Zealand | reduction in the total X : . processes due ploy raffic,efrects obtained, they intend to authorities or relevant Ministers but
Limited number of turbines and ha.sdprov'defd include year * provide to the scale of | (duringand * dcgustieeffects | progress the project with that you are required to do so if you
_ an increase of ?Vrlm d?:ce ° any construction employment | he project andofe, POSEE fromfurbine only 29 turbines. The do not decline the application under
Location approximately 245% in u .f 9 ¢ prohibited period and opportunities | (consequent) construction operation applicant has provided a section 23(3) of the FTCA.
o turbine height at the wind | Significan activities approximately | during | jielihood ofy, [\ Providing «“témporary shapefile of the project area,
E‘g g;l:r;f::f farm. The project scope infrastructure | « it does not <0 direct FTE construction | ,tification infrastructure construction but there are six existing c. Note that section 21(3) of the FTCA
Range includes options to uprate g:gjveigtjss[y :ncl(t;de g:gglng jobs :fr;:rongomg and appeals. to improve effects (including | turbines located to the north permits you to forward an
the existing transmission A an o . economic, noise, dust and of the area. We recommend application to, and invite written
:I%(:: T::nfrgm line connecting the wind Fhr |mar|'I1y retumed construction is construction employment sediment that you seek additional comments from, any other person.
Road ’ farm to the national grid, gerg:?ating 'llj'?:aet;a ::?rzlztrzately ) Fa)tri(:j\;;s;enal ZESironmental discharge) information from the
" or to install a new . ¢ e . applicant on whether these d. Note that section 22 of the FTCA
?ﬁ)pkrrc:‘xmately overhead transmission capital. Asl,'at ’ seftlement $66.7 million renewaple outcomes ::;? tar];;pgcé?/r;trss;ates turbines will be removed and permits you to request further
line. company ¥sied | « itdoes not |  to GDP, energy * contributing to . replaced as part of the information from the applicant or
theast of : ffect fi . PP
southeast o on the NZX occurina including New effects arising from t e .
Palmerston Activities will include the applicantis |  customary $58.4 million | Altheughithe Zealand's the project will not | ProJect. relevant local authorities at any time
North f e - applicant/has be sianificant and . before you decide whether to
o vegetation removal, confident of marine title to the local efforts to 9 The project shapefile accept or decline an application
earthworks, removal of being able to area or economy :cr)\g]ar?;:rr:::t mitigate has provided details | includes parcels of Crown- P PP .
existing turbines, raise funds protected ) ' climate of mitigation owned land (mostly roads). It
constructing new turbines | relatively customary The applicant with relevant change and measures to is not clear whether these e. Agree to progress the Te Rere Hau | Yes/No
i i i i ; states that the iwi authorities o address potential - . : Wind Farm Repowering project to
including foundations and | quickly. rights area ‘ : e transition P are within the project site our Stage 2 analvsis. The proiect
building pads, upgrading | g .4 on the under the prOJetct 1w9'g direct Ittlfhr'\Ot : 8 more quickly | adverse effects. and whether any works are warrantg further ;’nal'ysis bzca’use it
existing roads, -- o i create jrect | atihis Sigaq - Since the project roposed on them. We X X
¢ 9 i d applicant's Marine FTE jobs what'the to a low may include prop 4 seeking fhi has potential to achieve the
constructing new roads inf p and - \ emission yir € recommend seeking this uroose of the FTCA but we need
and culverts, constructing Ic? orrr;ahlon we Coastal [eoighayy and IQPRCts gn economy. activities with a non- | information from the {)o ::Fc))nsider some matters further
new infrastructure © nothave Area 197 direct FTE, “jcculturatvalues complying activity applicant. o X
including hardstand any concerns Takutai jobs nationally. It’| may be, and status. and it is before providing you with our final
areas, underground about funding. gﬁga:aa)l is not clear whether the questionable The project includes two advice on the referral application.
electrical and Act 20110 | Whetherjthe project will whether a height different options for i A t ide th ication { Yes/No
communication cables, regional jebs are | have any increase of 245% conngc'tlon tp the national - Agree to provide the application to,
substation and grid a subset of the positive effects would not result in electricity grid. One of these and invite comments from:
: ; i i Y- tions requires consent - . . .
connection equipment, nagienal jobs, or | on cultural significant adverse | P ; the Ministers listed in section
and discharge of whether the well-being. effects, we under the National ) 21(6) of the FTCA
rojectwill Environmental Standards for .
stormwater and ﬁrei.te 390 jobs recommend that Electricity Transmission * the Minister of Energy and
i ou seek additional
contaminants. in total. We y Activities and would be Resource; . _
The project will require recommend that :;;}ir:::tt :::Tot\:e obtained by Transpower, » Tararua District Council
land use resource you ask the they expect the separately to this application. » Palmerston North City Council
consents under the applicant to project to pass the | We recommend that you » Horizons Regional Council
Tararua District Plan and clarify this. non-complying tests seek comment on this e Transpower New Zealand Limited
the Palmerston North in 104D of the application from Transpower.
g. Agree to seek further information Yes/No

City District Plan, land
use consents, water

RMA.

from the applicant on job numbers,




Will the Project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]

conomic ect on ikelihoo ublic benefi otential for ny other relevant matters
E i Effect Likelihood Public benefit Potential f A th I t matt
. benefits and social and the Project [section 19(d)] | significant [section 19(f)]
|SI_P.";’Ile?t costs for cultural will progress adverse
i i eligible tor 1 libeing of | faster under environmental inister’
Project - . Project people or we g . Minister’s
details Project description funding referral? industries current and the FTCA effects, including Recommendations decisions
[section affected by future than would greenhouse gas
18(3)] COVID-19 generations otherwise be emissions
[section 19(a)] [section the case [section 19(e)]
19(b)] [section
19(c)]
takes, water diversion We note that you do Th licant states that project scope including which
and discharge consents not require a full th € app (';:?n S'§ e;st a turbines will be removed and
under the Horizons One Assessment of Y need lo/cnplep g whether the project area includes
Plan and resource Environmental mccess arraRgghmgtWith Crown land, how the project will
consents under the Effects and two moyeadRungrs if the pass the ‘gateway tests’ in s104D of
Resource Management supporting evidence transmiigsiontin€ option is to the RMA , and when they can Yes/No
(National Environmental to make a‘referral ?I'? tahead. Wke rgg'c:.mand confirm if ,the project scope includes
Standard for Freshwater) decigion, ahd thata | [nat YOU seek adcitiona the transmission line option..
Regulation 2020 (NES- panelwill consider '"f°'|r.mat't°" fr°:‘ thfh i
F). The proposed the significance of appﬁlcan ﬁnt\:\/ etr:] ey wl t h. Sign the attached letters to
activities would have effects should the confirm whether the projec Ministers listed in section 21(6) of
overall non-complying Project be referred. scope includes the the FTCA and the Minister of
activity status due to the transmission line option, and Energy and Resources.
project potentially whether they expect this to
involving construction of affect project timeframes. i. Note that while awaiting these
transmission lines not comments and further information,
proposed by a Network the Ministry for the Environment will,
Utility Operator. in consultation with the Office of
Maori Crown Relations — Te
Arawhiti, prepare a report for the
purpose of section 17 of the FTCA.
Project name | The projectis to The applicant | Based on The applicant The project The applicant Based on the The applicant states | The site is located a. Note that section 23(3) of the FTCA
Selfs Road subdivide 3.64-hectare proposes to available estimates that has the estimates that | information that the project has | immediately adjacent to the permits you to decline the referral
e site and construct fund the information the project will potential for the use of the provided we the potential for Crater Hill (Nga Kapua application without inviting
Applicant approximately 115 single- | project through | at this stage, | provide: positive effects| FTCA process | consider that the | adverse effects, Kohuora) which is identified comments from the relevant local
level residential units, a combination | we consider . on the social will enable the™y, project is likely including: as an ONF overlay in the authorities and any relevant
Acanthus along with roads and of private the Projectis | ® @PProximately | oy ¢yt ra project o to result in the AUP and is a site of Ministers.
Limited three waters services. equity and eligible for 1_10 direct full- wellbeing of progress 12- following public ¢ Igndscape and significance to mana whenua
c/- Berry Th tect will invol mortgage referral time current.and 36 months benefits: visual effects (particularly Te Akitai b. Note that you have not yet provided
; € project will involve funding because: equivalent future faster.than i » effects on effects | \yajohua). The applicant has the application to, nor sought any
Simons activities such as FTE) and 217, e generatin land
) : through a % d ¢ ( & ) ??—‘T generations as | standard RMA g I 9 ; on landscape provided Cultural Value comments on it from, relevant local
Location « demolition of existing mortgage * [tdoes no indirect FTE itwill: processes due employmen values including | aAssessments from four of authorities or relevant Ministers but
1 Selfs Road buildings trust. include jobs over@ ) to the scale of | ® Increasing on an outstanding | the relevant iwi authorities that you are required to do so if you
' : The applicant any three_year * proyide the project housing natural feature which indicate generally do not decline the application under
Papatoetoe * vegetation clearance - S rohibited construction employment | ONF o :
Auckland « earthworks (including is a subsidiary pronib ' Plyng near a supply ( ) positive engagement and section 23(3) of the FTCA.
disturbing company of activities pefied opportunities | ¢ty rally « contributing to | e traffic and involvement of these iwi in
contaminated land) Myland * ftdoes not | « Softrgute dy o etion | Sionficant site | awel- transport effects | aspects of project designto | c. Note that section 21(3) of the FTCA
« subdivision Partners i approximately (. “construction | g functioning » temporary date. permits you to forward an
« constructing residential | Limited. which Ia';‘d g 21 D5Pn::"°n tg \ :\cre_ase (consequent) urban construction The brolect will require application to, and invite written
) has a proven returne roug ousing likelihood of environment. effects (including proj q comments from, any other person.
e track record of under a the supply inan | notification noise, vibration, approvais from Auckland
* constructing roads and delivering Treaty construction areawitha | ang appeals. dust, odour and Transport and Watercare d. Note that section 22 of the FTCA
three waters services significant settlement sector. housing sediment Services Limited as they - permits you to request further
» landscaping including residential « it does not supply discharge) administer the transport and information from the applicant or
planting. developments occur in a shortage. » effects on tt)treevr/v q servicedstLortthe relevant local authorities at any time
. . . ; customary infrastructure site. Vwe recommen a i
2:1?:! F:Jrsc,)éercetsvc;lllljlrcrzzqu"e IZnezllleavr:d. We marine,title « effects on cultural | YoU séek comments from gsféﬁl%%uaie;:;ig::)?er 10 accept
consents under the do not have area or values both these parties. '
Auckland Unitary Plan | concerns profecied , e. Agree to progress the Selfs Road | Yes/No
and a resourcergonsent about the customary :::: :352;?: te?ft:éf: pr%ject to %urg Stage 2 analysis. The
under the Resource applicant's rights area will not be project warrants further analysis
Management (National | ability to fund under the o because it has potential to achieve
. Marine significant and has
Environmental Standard the provided details of the purpose of the FTCA but we
for Assessing and development and need to consider some matters
at this stage. Coastal further before providing you with our




Will the Project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]

Economic Effect on Likelihood Public benefit Potential for Any other relevant matters
. benefits and social and the Project [section 19(d)] | significant [section 19(f)]
IesligP;I;)llee:;r costs for cultural will progress adverse
Project i L Project people or wellbeing of faster under environmental i Minister’s
det;ils Project description fun:jing referral? industries currentand | the FTCA effects, including Recommendations e I e
[section affected by future than would greenhouse gas
18(3)] COVID-19 generations otherwise be emissions
[section 19(a)] [section the case [section 19(e)]
19(b)] [section
19(c)]
Managing Contaminants Area proposed mitigation final advice on the referral
in Soil to Protect Human (Takutai measures. application.
Health). The proposed Moana) W that d
activities will have overall Act 2011. f note iha }":Iu a Agree to provide the application to, | Yes/No
restricted discretionary not require a,iu and invite comments from:
status due to earthworks Assgssment N . ) . )
and new buildings within Environmental « the Ministers listed in section 21(6)
the extent of the Crater EffegONgnds/ ofthe FTCA
Hill (Nga Kapua Kohuora) :uPpokmng e‘f“der;ce » Auckland Council
Outstanding Natural g g a rerra * Auckland Transport
Feature overlay within degision, and that.a « Watercare Services Limited
the Auckland Unitary g'e Wil Qnsidy _ _
Plan. gNiCEQQ . Agree to seek further information Yes/No
) effects should the from the applicant on whether the

The applicant states a project be referred. project will require discharge
discharge consent will be consents or other construction
required but has not related consent under the Auckland
identified any relevant Unitary Plan.
discharge-related rules.
We recommend that you . Sign the attached letters to
seek additional Ministers listed in section 21(6) of
information from the the FTCA and the Minister of Yes/No

applicant on whether
discharge consent and
other construction-related
consents are required.

Energy and Resources.

Note that while awaiting these
comments and further information,
the Ministry for the Environment will,
in consultation with the Office of
Maori Crown Relations — Te
Arawhiti, prepare a report for the
purpose of section 17 of the FTCA.

Signed:

Hon David Parker

Minister for the Environment

Date






