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Response to Request for Additional Information – Tauhei Solar Farm Project 2 

a. Can you provide a map indicating where cables are proposed to be located under roads or in
road reserves as this forms part of the project site?

b. Have discussions commenced with the Matamata-Piako District Council about using the road
reserve for the proposed underground cables?

c. If not, are there any potential barriers to agreements being reached to carry out woks within the
road reserve and occupy the road reserve?

Please see attached a map with the approximately location of cabling identified. 

A pre-application meeting regarding the project (including the grid connection) was held with 
Matamata-Piako District Council (as is detailed in the application). At that time, no concerns were 
raised by the Council in regard to the underground cabling, however in depth conversations regarding 
this have not yet been undertaken.  Matamata-Piako District Council’s website states that a Corridor 
Access Request, along with a Traffic Management Plan will need to be submitted via 
www.beforeudig.co.nz before any works occur within the road reserve. The purpose of this process 
is to ensure traffic safety and avoid any disruption/damage to existing infrastructure.  Given that 
there are no Council pipes located on the eastern side of Mikklesen Road and that Mikklesen Road 
has a wide berm and a low traffic volume, it is not anticipated that there will be any difficulties in 
obtaining this approval.  

4. Financial and other supporting information to demonstrate that the project will be able to deliver on
the employment and investment certainty objectives of the FTCA Act.

A copy of the Work Phases and Job Creation report prepared by GreenEnco in relation to this project 
is attached for your reference. 

In regard to finance, the equity finance will be provided by Harmony Energy Limited. Harmony Energy 
Limited is a successful, well capitalised, UK based renewable energy project development business 
with strong links to New Zealand and the Waikato (please see below). Harmony recently raised 

through an IPO on the London Stock Exchange and consequently it is in an extremely strong 
cash position [Harmony Energy Income Trust raises  through IPO | This is Money]. 

Debt finance for renewable energy projects is widely available in the banking market. Harmony has 
recently transacted with NatWest and is in the process of transacting with Santander. Both banks 
have lent extensively against solar assets in Europe and Santander offers corporate banking services 
in Australasia. Harmony has had informal, early-stage discussions with ASB and ANZ and both lenders 
are enthusiastic about further discussions when consents are in place. In the UK Harmony has also 
raised debt finance against its UK assets with pension fund USS. Harmony is not anticipating any 
issues raising debt finance. 

In financing the Tauhei Solar Farm Project, Harmony also has the option to collaborate with one of 
the partners it has worked with in the UK. Those partners include: 

(1) FRV (www.frv.com/en/www.frv.com/en/), [A representative from FRV’s Sydney office
visited the Tauhei Solar Farm Project site on 9th of December 2020]
(2) Tag Energy (https://www.tag-en.com/) [Harmony will invite Tag to visit the site after Pete
has resettled in New Zealand, as explained below]
(3) BayWa (www.baywa.com) [Harmony will invite BayWa to visit the site after Pete has
resettled in New Zealand, as explained below]

The transactions Harmony has closed with Tesla and FRV have been extensively reported on online. 
The Tag Energy and BayWa transactions are confidential but will be announced this month. 
References can be provided if required in the meantime. 

One of the owners/directors of Harmony is Pete Grogan. Pete is a New Zealander whose family is 
originally from Matamata (which is only a 20 minute drive from the project site). In 2019 Pete spent 
five months in New Zealand accessing solar farm project opportunities. The intention at that time 
was to establish Harmony Energy NZ Limited in 2020/21, however, Covid-19 prevented that from 

s 9(2)(b)(ii)

s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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Response to Request for Additional Information – Tauhei Solar Farm Project 3 

happening. Pete is now returning to New Zealand on 21 January 2022 to develop the Tauhei Solar 
Farm Project. He will be living in Karaka and establishing the Harmony Energy New Zealand office 
from there. 
 

5. Whether the applicant is an overseas person under that definition in the Overseas Investment Act 
2005 (OIA) and whether any Overseas Investment Office approvals, exemptions, or call-in 
notifications are required for the development to proceed; either because the land is sensitive land, 
the development is a significant business asset with the OIA, or for any other reason. 

 
The Overseas Investment Act is does not apply because the Applicant is not buying or leasing the 
land. As above at 1., the Applicant will be accessing the land via the Easement Agreement with the 
landowner. Easements are outside the Overseas Investment Act because the landowner retains 
extensive rights of access, occupation, and control over the land and, in this case, will continue to use 
the land for Farming Activities in parallel with the activities of the Applicant. Farming Activities are 
defined in the Easement Agreement as “grazing sheep or other suitable livestock on the Land and/or 
cropping grass or other suitable crops from the Land”). The owner of the land is New Zealand based 
company Tauhei Farms Limited (which is owned by Ian and James Dibble who are both farmers from 
Te Aroha).  

 
Kind Regards, 
 
 

 
Christina Walker 
Senior Planner and Hamilton Manager 
4Sight Consulting Ltd 
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TAUHEI Farm Solar Project 

Work Phases and Job Creation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer  

This report has been prepared for the named project and should not be used for any other project without an 

independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior written authority of GreenEnco being 

obtained. This report has been prepared based on the information provided by Harmony Energy (NZ) Limited. 

GreenEnco accepts no responsibility or liability for the consequence of this document being used for a purpose 

other than the purposes for which it was commissioned. 

  

GreenEnco is  not responsible for any mistake or error in any of the documents and information provided. 

GreenEnco will not be liable to you in respect of any business losses, including without limitation loss of or 

damage to profits, income, revenue, use, production, anticipated savings, business, contracts, commercial 

opportunities or goodwill. 
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