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15 November 2022 

Waikato District Council 
Attn: Anamaria 

 

Tēnā koe Anamaria  

Rotokauri Greenway and Minor Arterial 

You may be aware that, our client, Hounsell Holdings Limited (“HHL”) has contracted to work with Hamilton 
City Council (“HCC”) to project manage the design and obtain resource consents for the Rotokauri Greenway 
and Minor Arterial and supplementary water services infrastructure (“the Project”) through a private 
development agreement with HHL. 

We are currently preparing a Referral Application to request that the Project is processed under the COVID-
19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (“Fast-track Act”).  

You may have already spoken to Adriaan Vlok from HHL about the Project and fast-tracking. We confirm that 
the application for fast-track excludes housing and urban development but will effectively enable it.  

The purpose of this letter is to outline to Waikato District Council (“WDC”) the Project and its extent, and 
provide WDC with an opportunity to provide feedback with regard to the Project and its processing under 
the Fast-track Act. Ultimately we seek your support in the first instance to enable these works via the Fast 
Track Process, of which we first require Ministerial referral.  

Project Summary 

The proposed project for which a fast-track application under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track 
Consenting) Act 2020 is being applied for is the consenting and construction of: 

• the Rotokauri Greenway;

• the Minor Arterial;

• the bulk watermain under the Minor Arterial and other roads;

• the wastewater rising main, and

• strategic wastewater pipeline and pump station.

The purpose of this project is to provide the necessary infrastructure pertaining to stormwater management 
and discharge along with critical roading connectivity to enable the residential development of the 
Rotokauri, a ‘live’ zoned residential growth cell in Hamilton north.   The Rotokauri growth cell has a planned 
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capacity of approximately 7,000 homes for approximately 20,000 people (noting this could increase with 
the recent proposed changed under HCC’s Plan Change 12). Appropriate and necessary infrastructure is 
required to enable the balance of this growth cell. The key objective of this project is to design, consent and 
enable high-quality infrastructure that supports well-functioning urban development that can provide for 
the social, cultural and economic well-being of the community and wider Waikato region 

As highlighted above, there are two key components to this proposal, the Greenway and the Minor Arterial, 
which integrate and need to be designed and consented in parallel. Both pieces of infrastructure are critical 
features of the existing Rotokauri Structure Plan contained in the Hamilton City District Plan and certified 
Rotokauri Integrated Catchment Management Plan (ICMP).  

The Greenway is a multi-functioning ecological corridor that will provide for stormwater management, open 
space and an active transport network, traverses a range of adjacent land use and offering a range of 
opportunities including ecological restoration, water runoff treatment recreational activities and cultural re-
instatement. The Greenway will include a fluvial system of swales, artificial wetlands and ponds, with 
extensive planting of indigenous species along the length of the corridor. The approximately 4.7km length 
corridor will run between Lake Waiwhakareke (high point) and Lake Rotokauri (low point) to effectively 
manage and attenuate stormwater within the area, treating stormwater prior to discharge to enhance the 
water quality and surrounding natural environments and ecosystems. The overarching purpose of the 
Greenway is to provide treatment, conveyance and storage of flows from Lake Waiwhakareke at the upper 
extent of the catchment) to Lake Rotokauri approximately 4km north. Construction of the Greenway 
includes major re-alignment and re-contouring of the existing Rotokauri Drain, as well as an upgrade to the 
culvert below Exelby Road and the construction of check dams in the lower reaches to assist in managing 
flows. The Greenway includes a 5 metre wide shared path on the southern side and a 3 metre wide 
secondary path on the north side. 

The Minor Arterial is a key piece of enabling infrastructure that promotes a housing development within 
Rotokauri. The Minor Arterial extends 3.8km in length from Te Wetini Drive to the northern boundary of 
Hounsell Holdings land, including the collector road to the Chalmers Road underpass and the northern 
boundary of Hounsell Holdings land to the underpass that links to Te Kowhai East Road. Supporting three 
water infrastructure which is sized to cater for the wider catchment is also proposed which includes:  

• the bulk watermain under the Minor Arterial; 

• wastewater rising main; 

• strategic wastewater pipeline, and  

• pump station will also be included in the project.  

The Minor Arterial will prioritise and enable active transportation with wide footpaths and separated 
cycleways, supported by planted medians to improve safety. There will be public transport connections 
provided, which will connect to the Rotokauri Transport Hub (1 kilometre east of Rotokauri), with bus stops 
along the length of the corridor.  

Figure 1 shows the proposed Project site plan.  
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Waikato District  

A small section of the proposed Rotokauri Greenway runs into the jurisdiction of WDC, which is designated, 
before discharging into Lake Rotokauri. We are in correspondence with Waikato Regional Council (“WRC”) 
in relation to the regional consents required and are awaiting confirmation of their support for this Project 
to be processed under the Fast-track Act.  

Figure 2 and Figure 3 shows the extent of the Designation and where it runs in relation to WDC territory.  

Figure 1. Proposed Project Plan.  
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Figure 2. Rotokauri Greenway Designation. 
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Figure 3. Rotokauri Greenway and Minor Arterial Designation. 
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From our review of the Operative and Proposed Waikato District Plan, at this stage, we consider that 
resource consent is not required from WDC for the Project. An Outline Plan of works will still be required 
with compliance with the designation conditions however.  

Conclusion 

We hope that you share our reviews in relation to the potential of this Project and the benefit of 
processing the Project under the Fast-track Act. Please do not hesitate to contact myself if you have any 
questions or comments, we are happy discuss this further if necessary. 

Yours sincerely | Nāku noa, nā 

Barker & Associates Limited 

 
 

Fraser McNutt 

Partner 
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