
2021-B-07586 

14 April 2021 

Malcolm Nicolson 

Chief Executive Officer 

Northland Regional Council 

Email – 

Dear Malcolm Nicolson 

COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-Track Consenting) Act 2020 – Otawere Water Storage 

Reservoir – Comments sought   

In the week commencing 19 January 2021, the Minister for the Environment (the Minister) 

received an application from Te Tai Tokerau Water Trust to refer the Otawere Water Storage 

Reservoir Project (the Project) to an expert consenting panel (a panel) for consideration under 

the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (FTCA).   

The Project is described below, and a copy of the application is attached. 

The Project is to construct and operate a water storage reservoir and associated dams in the 

upper catchment of an unnamed tributary of the Waitangi River, Northland. The reservoir will 

be able to store approximately four million cubic metres of water that will be used for 

horticultural purposes and municipal water supply.  

The Project site is located off Te Ahu Ahu Road, Waimate North, Northland. 

The Project will involve activities such as: 

a. vegetation clearance, earthworks (including bulk earthworks) and land disturbance,

including within a significant wetland, a significant wetland setback and a Riparian

Management Zone

b. construction of a main dam approximately 16 metres high on an unnamed tributary of

the Waitangi River

c. construction of a saddle dam approximately 10 metres high

d. construction of reservoir embankment walls

e. construction of primary and auxiliary spillways

f. installation of culvert/s, a temporary dam and other structures necessary for the control

and diversion of water during construction of permanent dams

g. reclamation, temporary diversion, disturbance, deposition of material and other

associated works, in the beds of an unnamed tributary of the Waitangi River and other

stream reaches
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Please provide your comments via return email within 10 working days to ensure that the 

Minister will take your comments into consideration when deciding on the referral application. 

Please note that the Minister is not required to consider comments provided after this time, 

although he can still choose to do so.  

  

 

Yours sincerely  

  

 Rebecca Perrett 
Acting Manager, Fast-Track Consenting Team 
 

  

Enclosures:  

  

A. Application to refer the Otawere Water Storage Reservoir Project to an expert 

consenting panel including supporting information 

 

B. Response template for written comments 

  

cc:      Stuart Savill, Consents Manager, Northland Regional Council –   
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