
“A luxury contemporary hotel that is  
Quintessentially Queenstown” 



An unseen level of luxury  
“One hand - A design that is seamless from inside to out.  
Integrating landscape, culture, materiality and detail into a 
unique, truly luxury Queenstown experience.”
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Providing an unseen level of luxury amidst its renowned natural landscape, 
the Queenstown Hotel will form a luxury contemporary offering that is 
quintessentially Queenstown. Designed to connect with the historic scale of 
Queenstown’s urban fabric, the project has been conceived as a ‘Township 
of Rooms’, each orientated to capture framed views to the surrounding 
landscape. Offering a series of room types varying in scale and orientation, 
the hotel has been articulated as five pavilions, each articulated as a unique 
faceted form to reference the historic silhouette of Queenstown’s iconic skyline. 
The pavilions are connected and anchored by a series of courtyards, laid with 
indigenous New Zealand plants to provide an experience that is seamless 
from inside to out. Employing this key design principle, the hotel integrates 
landscape, culture, materiality and detail into a unique and truly luxurious 
Queenstown experience. 

The newly proposed scheme works to move beyond the currently consented 
hotel design, creating an articulated and undulating building form that reflects 
an elevated accommodation offering suited to the demographic demand, and 
presenting an architectural response worthy of its position in Queenstown – a 
purpose built response that reflect its position within one of the world’s most 
renowned global tourist destinations. 

Navigating the  planning constraints, the hotel has been broken down and 
articulated to form an architectural response that is both contextual and 
iconic. The pavilions are carefully placed to follow the natural lay of the land 
surrounding the site to maximize the planning envelope whilst ensuring that the 
design speaks to its unique natural surrounds. Faceting of the building forms 
provides borrowed views over the hotel for neighboring properties and creates 
unique ‘Sky Villas’ to capture grand views of the mountain peaks. Incorporating 
natural minerals and crafts, the architecture and interiors have been designed 
to , capture the spirit of this unique place with an intent to work with local 
experts to uncover the stories and traditions that can be integrated into the 
fabric of building for locals, guests and future generations.

Architectural Concept
Design Statement

02.0

Giving back to the town and its tourist economy, the project incorporates 
generous setbacks above subterrain rooms and courtyards to protect urban 
view corridors and enhance the public realm through incorporation of a public 
vista orientated towards Cecil Peak. 

The proposed design response features – 

•	 Generously configured rooms which speak to the hotel’s elevated offering  

•	 Increased amount of rooms orientated towards renowned Queenstown 
views towards the north as well south towards Lake Wakatipu, the 
Remarkables, Cecil Peak and Walter Peak (ie lesser number of rooms with 
views orientated back into the site)

•	 Increased floor to floor heights to cater for adequate structural loads and 
seismic requirements, as well as more generous ceiling heights to ground level 
public hotel functions 

•	 Curated and crafted ceilings to upper level penthouse rooms – creating 
opportunities for premium accommodation 

•	 Refined architectural articulation that responds to the local context and 
positively contributed to the Man St streetscape as well as the broader 
Queenstown skyline  

•	 Providing additional amenity to service both the hotel and needs of the 
guests equally in varying climate conditions from winter to summer

In order to provide for the above design response features, the Queenstown 
Hotel is required to be higher than the consented hotel. 
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A Township of Rooms 
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Architectural Concept
Capturing Light

02.0
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Contexual Inspiration Architectural Translation
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Perspective - Guest Room
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Perspective - Guest Room
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