


 
Project location  

  
  

  

 
Key messages  

 
1. The Tararua Wind Farm Repowering Project is to disestablish 134 existing wind turbines and 

install 43 new turbines approximately 180 metres high in the Tararua Ranges.  
2. The project will include:  

a. decommissioning and removal of 134 existing turbines 
b. installation of up to 43 turbines up to 180 m in height within the project site for the 

generation of renewable electricity 
c. erection of up to four permanent meteorological masts up to 100 m in height 
d. installation of new underground 33kV electrical and fibre optic cable network 

between the turbines 
e. establishment of new or widening of existing internal access road network and 

earthworks 
f. widening existing local roads approaching the site from the State Highway. 

3. The project will require resource consents under the Resource Management Act 1991 
(RMA); approvals under the Wildlife Act 1953 and archaeological authorities under the 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 

4. The applicant holds a mix of easements and lease agreements with the relevant landowners 
that provide the permissions from the landowners required to construct, own and operate the 
wind farm and associated infrastructure (including any repowering proposal).  

5. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the application(s) and this is provided in 
Table A. 

6. We consider the applicant has provided sufficient information to consider the project for 
inclusion on Schedule 2A (although we note it could still be included on Schedule 2B based 



on the information provided). 
7. The project does not trigger the ineligibility criteria in clause 18 of the Fast-track Approvals 

Bill (the Bill).  
8. Advice on PSGE development priorities and Māori development is provided in Table A. Table 

A also includes the relevant PSGEs or Māori groups and the settlement mechanisms, that 
will/may be impacted by the project and whether the project is low, medium or high impact 
on Treaty settlement/s and other relevant arrangements. Appendix 1 provides further detail 
on how this advice should be considered and our approach to analysis. 
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Land status 

Records of title 
provided by the 
applicant show all 
land parcels to be 
freehold. These 
show the applicant 
holds a mix of 
easements and 
lease agreements 
with the relevant 
landowners that 
provide the 
permissions 
required to 
construct, own and 
operate the wind 
farm and associated 
infrastructure.  

• widening existing 
local roads 
approaching the 
site from the 
State Highway. 

between Mercury and 
Rangitāne o Manawatū. 
The MoU is currently 
being reviewed to ensure 
it remains relevant in the 
context of today’s 
environment and includes 
the Tararua Wind Farm 
Repowering Project. 
Regarding the aviation 
stakeholders, discussions 
have been held to 
understand the aviation 
constraints on the site. 
These constraints have 
informed the design of 
the wind farm and will 
continue in shaping and 
developing the set of 
proposed conditions to 
accompany consent 

which indicates the 
effects of the project 
will be no more than 
minor. 

The applicant has a 
poor compliance 
history under the 
relevant legislation 

The applicant has not 
been subject to any 
compliance or 
enforcement action 
that we are aware of. 

The project involves 
an activity that 
would occur on land 
that the Minister for 
Treaty of Waitangi 
Negotiations 
considers 
necessary for Treaty 
settlement purposes 

The project site is 
privately held land 
that is not available 
for Treaty settlement 
purposes. 

The project includes 
an activity that is a 
prohibited activity 
under the RMA 

The project does not 
include any prohibited 
activities that we are 
aware of. 

In addition, the effects 
of establishing a wind 
farm are largely known. 
Expert assessments for 
the project are currently 
being advanced by 
Mercury and it is 
anticipated that, as a 
result, the wind farm 
will be ready to be 
considered under the 
fast-track process, the 
effects are capable of 
appropriate 
management by way of 
conditions 
recommended by an 
expert panel, and listing 
the project in Schedule 
2A of the Bill will not 
adversely affect the 
efficiency of the fast-
track process and 
efficient operation of 
the process. 

Whether the 
application contains 
sufficient information 
to inform the referral 
decision 

We consider the 
applicant has provide 
sufficient information 
for you to consider it for 
inclusion in Schedule 
2A of the Bill. 
 

 

stream of economic benefits for the owners 
and the community for years to come and will 
provided for approximately 200 jobs during the 
peak of construction. 

The project will support primary industries, 
including aquaculture 
No- The applicant states the project currently 
co exists with the existing farm operations on 
the site and provides for the diversification of 
income streams for the landowners. The 
project will continue this approach and assist 
the landowners with their primary farming 
activities on the site.   
The project will support development of 
natural resources, including minerals and 
petroleum 

Yes -  The applicant states the project will 
allow for the continuation and increase in the 
use of New Zealand’s world class wind 
resource to provide renewable energy to New 
Zealand. Allowing the repowering with new, 
larger turbines will allow more energy to be 
generated from the same project footprint, 
making it a more efficient use of the ridgeline.   

The project will support climate change 
mitigation, including the reduction or 
removal of greenhouse gas emissions 
Yes - The applicant states that by generating 
an estimated 800 GWh of renewable electricity 
per year once repowered, the project will act to 
displace thermal generation and avoid 
associated greenhouse gas emissions. If that 
generation was from coal, the equivalent 
emissions would be in excess of 750,000 
tonnes CO2 per year; if from gas, the 
equivalent emissions would be in excess of 
350,000 tonnes CO2 per year.   

The project will support adaptation, 
resilience, and recovery from natural 
hazards 
Yes - The applicant states to the extent that 
electricity generated by the project improves 
security of supply through fuel diversification, 
the project will add to local and national 
resilience and recovery in the event of a major 
natural hazard event.   

The project will address significant 
environmental issues 
Maybe - The applicant states climate change 
is a significant environmental issue, the project 
will help address this issue by contributing to 
New Zealand’s renewable energy targets and 
its decarbonisation journey.   

The project is consistent with local or 
regional planning documents, including 
spatial strategies 

The applicant states the project is consistent 
with the Horizons One Plan, Palmerston North 
District Plan and the Tararua District Plan. 
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Appendix One: Approach and considerations for Treaty settlement 
advice on listed project applications advice in Table A 

1. Ministers have advised the Advisory Group should receive advice from officials on “Māori 
development and PSGE settlement priorities” relevant to each application. Note this differs 
from section 13 requirements of the current Fast Track Consenting Bill that ‘Ministers must 
consider Treaty settlements and other obligations report’ as these reports will not be in 
existence at the time, although matters identified in section 13 (2)(a)-(j) will be considered as 
part of official's analysis. 

2. We have interpreted “Māori development” and “PSGE priorities” to mean primarily projects 
that: 
a. align explicitly with PSGE or iwi strategic objectives/vision/other strategic documents; 

and/or 
b. contribute towards addressing historical or systemic inequities faced by Māori. This would 

be undertaken through an equity assessment; and/or 
c. the project is being led by or in partnership with a Māori entity or business. 

3. Given the time constraints and limited engagement this advice cannot be considered as 
comprehensive and does not intend to reflects their views, and should not be read as such. 

4. Engagement with PSGEs and other relevant groups has been considered based on potential 
high-risk factors including, but not limited to, if: 
a. a project will take place on or effect any taonga or areas of significance that are protected 

by Treaty settlement arrangements. 
b. a project will have a substantive and/or ongoing environment impact on any taonga or 

areas of significance. 
c. a project will include a consenting arrangement that will require a significant take, or be 

ongoing for an extended period, in relation to a taonga or area of significance, or in 
regions where PSGEs have specific planning mechanisms in place. 

d. PSGEs or other Māori entities have previously strongly contested the project or a similar 
type of project, particularly where court action has been taken. 

e. The project is clearly in conflict with or undermines PSGE priorities. 
f. Engagement would be required to maintain and uphold the Te Tiriti Crown relationship. 

5. In limited circumstances where engagement occurs, it has been brief. Where engagement 
has been undertaken it is reflected in our analysis but should not be taken to mean that our 
Treaty Partners endorse our advice. 

 

 




