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In confidence 

Office of the Minister for Minister for the Environment  

ENV - Cabinet Environment, Energy and Climate Committee 

Proposed new waste strategy: final approval 

Proposal 

1 This paper seeks Cabinet approval for the new waste strategy, Getting Rid of Waste 
for a Circular Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Relation to government priorities 

2 The proposals in this Cabinet paper relate to: 

2.1 Labour’s 2020 Election Manifesto commitment to prevent, reduce, and recycle 
waste consistent with a zero-waste approach 

2.2 the cooperation agreement between the Labour and Green Parties, in 
particular the commitment to take action to minimise waste and problem 
plastics 

2.3 implementation of the circular economy and waste-related commitments in the 
Emissions Reduction Plan. 

3 The Prime Minister identified this strategy as a priority for 2022. 

Executive Summary 

4 Public consultation on proposals for the content of a new waste strategy took place in 
late 2021. It showed strong support for change based on a circular economy vision. 

5 The proposed strategy includes a vision of New Zealand becoming a low emissions, 
low waste society built upon a circular economy by 2050 (see paragraph 18). It sets 
out three broad phases to get there. The strategy sets goals and targets for the first 
phase (see paragraph 20), so that by 2030 our enabling systems work well and 
behaviour is changing. 

6 The intention is that the strategy will be supported by a series of more detailed Action 
and Investment Plans (AIP), setting out the priorities for the sector across the next five 
years. These will be developed collaboratively with territorial authorities and waste 
sector organisations. The first AIP will be developed in 2023. 

Background 

7 The Waste Reduction Work Programme published in 2021 set out the foundations 
needed for a transformed system. The main components are: 
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