












































FOR STAG CONSIDERATION ONLY NOT GOVERNMENT POLICY

DIN and DRP attributes, periphyton biomass

Questions
1. For the bottom lines of 1 mg/L for DIN and 0.018 mg/L for DRP, in how many places will we be
overestimating or underestimating the impact on ecosystem health?

2. What is the ecological benefit of further reducing DIN and DRP if good ‘ecological status’ (e.g.
ecosystem health components in a healthy state) can already be demonstrated?

3. The Freshwater NPS contains an exception for naturally occurring processes:

3.23 Exception for naturally occurring processes

(1) If all or part of a waterbody is affected by naturally occurring processes that mean tha \
current state is worse than the national bottom line, and a target attribute state at or bet@\an
the national bottom line cannot be achieved, the regional council may set a target at te state
that is worse than the national bottom line, but must still set it to achieve an im tribute
state to the extent feasible given the natural processes.

(2) In any dispute about whether this exception should apply, the onus is o@relevant regional
council to demonstrate that it is naturally occurring processes that prevent national bottom line

being achieved.
(3) For the purposes of this section, naturally occurring processes processes that could have
occurred in New Zealand before the arrival of humans. .

Xl
What methods and approaches does STAG recommen parating the human-induced and
natural components of water quality measures? Is t hod in McDowell et al. (2018)? suitable?
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L http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/fresh-water/establishment-of-reference-conditions-and-trigger-values-
chemical-physical
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https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/media/Fresh%20water/deriving-potential-fine-sediment-attribute-thresholds-for-the-national-objectives-framework.pdf
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/media/Fresh%20water/deriving-potential-fine-sediment-attribute-thresholds-for-the-national-objectives-framework.pdf
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