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[bookmark: _Hlk149135238]Application form: 
Science assessment of a carbon removal activity
	When to use this form
You can use this form to prepare an application for a science assessment of a carbon removal activity. These assessments are provided for by the Assessment Framework for Carbon Removals. 
Before completing this form, please read the Guide for Applicants. 
When you have completed this form, email it and the attachments with evidence to be considered in the application to carbonremovals@mfe.govt.nz. We will send you an email to acknowledge receipt and will contact you if we need any further information to process your application.


Section 1: Use of information and privacy
	Use of information and privacy

	Use of information
The information you provide will be used by the Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) to assess your application under the Assessment Framework for Carbon Removals. By completing this application form, you consent to the Ministry using anonymised information for internal and external reporting purposes. 
How information privacy will be managed
Your personal privacy will be handled in accordance with the Privacy Act 2020. You have the right to request access to and correction of the personal information we hold about you. 
The content of your application may fall within the scope of an Official Information Act 1982 request. If it does, you will be notified. The Ministry may withhold information from such a request where it falls within the categories outlined in sections 6 and 9 of the Act. For example, the Ministry would be able to withhold commercially sensitive information and personal information, such as people’s names, to protect their privacy.
Applying artificial intelligence tools
The Ministry may apply artificial intelligence (AI) tools to the information you submit in your application to gather data and develop insights. The information you submit in the application will remain within the Ministry’s information management systems and will not be used to train large language models. 
If your application proceeds to be independently assessed by scientists, the organisation undertaking this assessment will be bound by contractual arrangements with the Ministry to protect your privacy and confidentiality. If they choose to use AI tools, they will need to assure the Ministry they are able to do so while protecting privacy and confidentiality. 
Publication of information
The Ministry may publish information about an application where that information is relevant and useful to other parties. This will not include any commercially sensitive or personal information.
Information that may be shared could include the following:
date of application
name of organisation that made the application
description of the carbon removal activity that is the subject of the application 
current status of the application (ie, whether it is under consideration or has been approved, withdrawn or declined).
Any publication of information related to applications would be in accordance with the Privacy Act 2020 and the grounds for withholding information in the Official Information Act 1982, including relating to personal information.

	☐
	1. 	I have read and understood the above statement about how the Ministry for the Environment will use, manage and protect the information I submit in this application form. (Required)

	☐
	2.	I have read and understood the above statement about the Ministry for the Environment’s publication of information about this application. (Required)


Section 2: Applicant details
We need you to submit information about yourself, your organisation and contact details. This information will be used for our communication with you, for application processing, and for other Ministry needs, such as meeting reporting requirements. 
	Applicant details


	3. 	What is your name? (Required)
	Click or tap to enter text.
	4. 	What is your contact email address? (Required)
	Click or tap to enter text.
	5. 	What is your contact phone number? (Required)
	Click or tap to enter text.
	6. 	What organisation do you represent? (Required)
	Click or tap to enter text.
	7. 	What is your role within that organisation? (Required)
	Click or tap to enter text.
	8. 	What best describes you? (Required)
	☐	Private individual
☐	Business/industry organisation
☐	Non-government organisation 
☐	Community group
☐	Other, please state: Click or tap to enter text.

	Rationale for applying

	We are interested in hearing from you about your rationale for applying. Your answer to this question will have no bearing on your application. Instead, your answer will inform the Ministry’s understanding of applicants’ needs and may be used for reporting purposes.

	9. 
	Are you applying for any of the following reasons? 
Tick as many as apply.

	
	☐
	Including the activity in the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme 

	
	☐
	Including carbon removal activity in the accounting for New Zealand’s nationally determined contributions 

	
	☐
	Trading credits on voluntary carbon markets

	
	☐
	Other, please state:
Click or tap to enter text.


Section 3: Carbon removal activity details
The information you provide in this section about your intended carbon removal activity will form the basis of your application. Please provide as much detail as you can to ensure that the assessment is most useful and accurate for you.
	Carbon removal activity details 

	10. 	What is the carbon removal activity you wish to have assessed? (Required) 
Please simply name the activity here. In the next question, you will be asked for a more detailed description of the activity.
Click or tap to enter text.

	11. 	Provide a detailed description of your proposed carbon removal activity in your own words. Please include a description of up to 1,000 characters. (Required) 
Click or tap to enter text.

	12. 	Do you intend to undertake the carbon removal activity in New Zealand? (Required)
The Assessment Framework has been designed to operate within New Zealand’s legislative, policy and environmental context. It is only suitable for removals that take place in areas where New Zealand has sovereignty over all activities, which is New Zealand’s land, inland waters and territorial sea.
☐	Yes
☐	No
☐	Unsure

	13. 	Have you considered the potential implications of the carbon removal activity you are interested in for Māori rights and interests? (Required)
☐	Yes
☐	Not yet
If yes, describe any potential implications:
Click or tap to enter text.

	14. 	Have you had any engagement with iwi or hapū to determine the potential impact of the carbon removal activity on Māori rights and interests? (Required)
☐		Yes
☐	Not yet
If yes, describe the outcome of any engagements:
Click or tap to enter text.

	15. 	Are you aware of any existing guidelines, methodologies and standards related to the carbon removal activity?
☐	Yes
☐	No
If yes, please note them here: 
Click or tap to enter text.


Section 4: Supporting information
	Open-source evidentiary reports

	Attach full reports that are freely available online, as well as reports, such as journal articles, that are available only to subscribers or those who have paid to download them.

	16. 	Attach all open-source evidentiary reports that support your application. List the reports here.
Click or tap to enter text.

	Reports that are not publicly available and are not commercially sensitive

	17. 	Attach to your application all reports that are not publicly available and are not commercially sensitive that support your application. List the reports here and state the reason why each report is not publicly available.
Click or tap to enter text.

	Commercially sensitive reports

	If you would like to add commercially sensitive reports to your application, please tell us here, but do not attach them to your application. If you tell us that you have commercially sensitive reports, we will contact you to discuss whether and how they could be considered as part of a science assessment.

	18. 	Do you have any reports that may be relevant to a science assessment that are commercially sensitive?
☐	Yes
☐	No


Section 5: Readiness criteria
The following sections require you to provide detailed explanations of how your intended carbon removal activity meets the assessment criteria described in the Assessment Framework for Carbon Removals.
The readiness criteria are as follows.
Measurable: Is there a quantifiable net reduction in CO2 attributable to a human action or intervention? 
Validated: Are your measurement methods consistent with established scientific techniques, and do they produce results that are accurate and comparable with existing measurements? Do proposed measurements cross-check well against currently available techniques?
Additional: Is the CO2 being removed and stored additional to the amount of CO2 that would have been removed and stored over time without the activity?
Permanent: Is there long-term storage of CO2 in one or more CO₂ pools because of the activity?
	Measurable

	You will need to explain how clearly evidenced it is that there is a quantifiable net reduction in a carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) gas. To clarify, a net reduction in a CO2e gas includes CO2 removals and any emissions of greenhouse gases.
Provide an explanation of the methods, approaches, tools or technologies that can identify the change in carbon levels that can then be attributed to the activity being considered.
Describe the evidence that these methods, approaches and techniques are reliable and appropriate for use with the activity in the New Zealand location and environment.

	19. 	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be measurable. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Validated

	You will need to explain whether it is possible to cross-check proposed measurements against currently available techniques. Please also explain the outcome of this cross-check.
Provide details of chosen measurements, the tools, techniques and protocols used, and how they were applied.
Explain the chosen measurements, covering: how they do or do not align with established techniques; what makes them appropriate for the carbon pool or flux involved and the context of the activity.
If new or innovative measures are being proposed, explain the evidence of how their results align with established methods.

	20. 	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be validated. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Additional

	Tell us what the evidence shows about how the reduction is caused by the activity. Explain how it is shown that the CO2 being removed and stored is additional to the amount of CO2 that would have been removed and stored over time without the activity.
Provide a quantified baseline of the relevant carbon stocks.
Provide a quantified status quo forecast or prediction of the CO2 sequestration trajectories (the likely changes in CO2 over time from natural causes and human activities that are already likely to occur).
Give a comparison of the status quo forecast to various other scenarios that, at a minimum, include the deployment of the activity.
Explain how additionality is being calculated (eg, land-use change models or counterfactual processes or analyses calibrated with field data).

	21. 	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be additional. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Permanent

	Describe the evidence of long-term storage of CO2 in one or more carbon pools because of the activity. Explain the timeframe for the storage.
Describe the evidence that the storage of CO2 under this activity is long term (generally considered a minimum of 50 years) or in line with a scientifically agreed ‘best case scenario’ for the carbon pool in question. Please note, this does not mean that the carbon needs to be stored for only 50 years. Rather, this is a minimum amount that is required as evidence for the science assessment. If a removal were entered into the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme (NZ ETS), surrender obligations would still be owed if the carbon were emitted after 50 years (this aligns with the permanent forestry category in the NZ ETS).
Clarify how the storage of CO2 through this activity may be affected by changes in the environment (ie, whether the CO2 will remain embodied as temperatures rise, or when geological disturbances or biogeochemical changes occur in the location and/or process of the storage).

	22.	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be permanent. 
Click or tap here to enter text.


Section 6: Sufficiency criteria
Once an activity has been assessed under the readiness criteria, our assessment then focuses on whether an activity can be translated into real-world outcomes that warrant further consideration, as described in the Assessment Framework for Carbon Removals. 
The sufficiency criteria are as follows.
Material: Is the volume of CO2 potentially being removed and stored detectable at a meaningful national scale? 
Carbon dioxide leakage: Is there a clear assessment of the risk of leakage with this form of removal activity and evidence that this risk of leakage can be reliably mitigated? 
Sustainable: Is there clear evidence that the proposed activity will not harm the surrounding environment, and do you understand how it might affect biodiversity, habitats and ecosystem health in the places it could occur?
Transparent: Is the evidence you rely on clearly explained, well documented and available for others to check? Are records of the evidence used to quantify the effect of the proposed activity well documented and accessible? 
Scalable: Is it clear that the activity would work effectively when applied across larger areas or different locations? Is it clear that the measures and their proposed deployment are effective across various spatial scales? 
	Material

	What evidence is there that the volume of CO2 potentially being removed and stored is such that it is detectable at a meaningful national scale?
Provide current baseline data or measurements that would allow identification of the impact of the activity at a national scale.

	23. 	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be material. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	24. 	Please describe the potential overall impact of the proposed activity on carbon stocks nationally.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Carbon dioxide leakage

	Is there a clear assessment of the risk of leakage with this form of removal activity? Is there a clear explanation of how such leakage can be mitigated?
Detail how leakage could occur from this activity and how it could be detected, measured and monitored.
Explain the evidence of effective strategies project owners could use to mitigate and manage the risk of leakage.

	25. 	Please describe whether your intended carbon removal activity would have risks of carbon dioxide leakage. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Sustainable

	Is there a clear understanding of how the proposed activity could affect the wider ecosystem or biodiversity, etc of the areas where it would occur?
Provide clear evidence and a description of the likely positive and negative impacts of this activity on biodiversity, habitats, ecosystems etc.
Where negative impacts are possible, give an outline of: the scale of risk of this impact; effective strategies for mitigating and managing this risk; the relative size and scale of the trade-off between the impact and the potential for CO2 removal.
Describe any ecosystems or environmental conditions where the activity would be inappropriate and explain why.

	26. 	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be sustainable. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Transparent

	Are records of the evidence used to quantify the effect of the proposed activity well documented and accessible?
Explain how there will be clear and accessible documentation setting out: scientific methods, approaches used to measure and monitor removals; underlying assumptions, data and inputs used in any calculations or modelling; any statistical models or analytical approaches used.
Provide an assurance that, where relevant, the underlying assumptions, data and calculations have been tested and scrutinised by appropriate experts, peer reviewed and tested for reproducibility of results or predictions.
Show demonstrated efforts to ensure the evidence underlying the proposed activity is in the public realm, open to review and consideration.

	27.	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be transparent. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Scalable

	Is it clear that the measures and their proposed deployment are effective across various spatial scales?
Detail the sampling methods and monitoring regimes associated with all preferred measurement approaches at various scales.
Outline any data used as inputs to support measurement or build accurate predictive forecasts or models of effects at scale (eg, land use data, vegetation coverage information or soil quality assessments).

	28. 	Please describe how your intended carbon removal activity would be scalable. 
Click or tap here to enter text.


Section 7: Declaration
	Declaration

	29.
	Please complete the following declaration: 

	☐
	I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the information contained in all sections of this application form, or supplied by us in support of our application, is complete, true and correct. (Required)

	☐
	I declare that I have the authority to sign this application form and to provide this information. (Required)

	☐
	I understand that information presented to the Minister for the Environment and Ministry for the Environment is subject to disclosure under the Official Information Act 1982, other legislation, court orders, and in response to Parliamentary questions. (Required)

	☐
	I understand my rights in accordance with the Privacy Act 2020. (Required)

	By typing your name in the space provided, you are electronically signing this application form.

	Name (required):
	Click or tap to enter text.

	Position (required):
	Click or tap to enter text.

	Date:
	Click or tap to enter a date.
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