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Eunomia Research & Consulting has taken due care in the preparation of this rej
ensure that all facts and analysis presented are as accurate as possible within the
of the project. However, n@uarantee is provided in respect of the informatit
presented, and Eunomia Research & Consulting is not responsible for decisi
actions taken on the basis of the content of this report.
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https://www.epa.govt.nz/industry-areas/hazardous-substances/rules-for-hazardous-substances/high-profile-substances/how-to-keep-clopyralid-out-of-compost/
https://comcom.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/220247/Environmental-claims-guidance-July-2020.pdf
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23.Revise the National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing
Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health (NES@@grpretation of the
NESCS regulations have resulted in soils not being put to their best use. Rules and
policies focus on imported soils (both natural soil and soil
substitutes/replacements derived from organic waste) having to meet
background contamiant levels rather than levels that are appropriate for the
intended use of the land. There is a risk that the NESC could be a bather
large-scale application of imported soils. It is recommended that the NESCS be
amended to clarify the confusion regarding soils above background
concentrations but within acceptable concentrations, therefore creating greater
opportunities for theuse of soils with contaminant levels appropriate for the land
use.

3.5 Expand Testing and Compliance

3.5.1 Immediate Actions

24.Develop and commission a national testing programrug organic waste soll
amendmentproducts and where they are applied he purpose of the
programme would beo determinethe extent of the issuef contaminants in
organic waste productand provide a baselineThis programme would beased
on agreedstandardised testingrotocols.

While this study has identified organic waste contamination as an ongoing issue,
there is a lack of quantitative evidence regarding the extent of the problem, and
where it may be concentrated in terms of problematic contaminants, feedstocks,
and even geogphic areas.There is also variable methodology usedtalyse

some contaminants, meaning tltwmparability betwea studies isnvalid.
Developingan objective evidence base gfiantitativeinformation willultimately

be critical for effective management and targeting of actions.

It is recommended that a testing pgoamme be developed that provides a
statistically robuspicture of theincidence of key contaminants across different
waste streams and organic waste produatgl where these are applie@he

testing programme should focus not only on commonly tested contaminants but
also emerging contaminants (e.g. miclagtics, PFAS).

There are two possible components to a testing programme. It is suggested that
an initial oneoff programme be developenh order to establish a baseline data

set anddetermine the quantitative evidence for the extent of the issue.
Depending on the outcomes of thisngoing data gathering and monitoring could
be undertaken to evaluate progress against the baselift@s calld encompass

or be linked with review of existingsting data (refer belowin order tolimit
duplication and cds
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25.Provide additional resource foenforcement of existing standards and rules.
Improved outcomes could be obtained by stricter enforcement of existing
standards and rules (such as for clopyralid ugejnore coordinated, inter
agency approach may be appropriate to enadndielitional outcomes within
limited resources.

26. Establish an anonymised database @dmpost/organic waste derived product
test results The purpose of this would e help track contaminant levels
without requiringadditional testing to be carried out. If an anonymised database
was developed this could provide input information to the national testing
programme suggested abov@his would enable the national testing programme
to focus onwhere there are gaps in the datas well as emerging contaminants.

3.5.2 Longer Terms Actions
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27.Reduce barriers to acceisg testing. This could bachievedby exploring
mechanisms to reduce the costs of testing for priority contaminastsvell as
from waste streams/products where there is currently insufficient testing. The
priority areas could be established through the national testing programme
Options could include
1 Funding the development of standardised testing protocols for emerging

contaminants such as microplastic©ne of the issugsurrounding testing
for microplastics at present is the lackaétandardised protocol for testing in
compost products and soild/arious methodologieBave beeremployed by
researchers taguantify microplastic particle organicsand the

environment however the riskpresentedis inconsistencyf results. Work
needs to be done to establish standgrbtocols for samplingprocessing
andto attain thresholdsof microplastic loadingn organicsFuthermore, if
required, polymer types neetb be analysedhrough FouriefTransform
Infrared SpectroscopyFTIR) or Ramadpectroscopy tenable an
understanding of the source abntamination, howeverthese are costland
might need additional funding.

Qubsidising cost of specific testsSubsidiegould be applied where it has
been identified that cost is a significant barrier to tests being carriedeaagt
clopyralid,PFAS, microplastics)Vork would need to be done to determine
an appropriate level of subsidy and whether it would apply across the board
or be targeted (for example aroducts from at risk sources, or from
indicator sites) The need for this could be derived from the outcomes of the
national testing programme recommended above.

Fundingcapital for testing facilitesequipment. Funding for capital
expenditurecan often be more readily obtained tharher initiatives such as
subsidies. This woulak an alternativeapproach to reducing the costs of
testing and could be targeted at specific typededts. It would also assist in
testing laboratories being able to justify the expansion of capacity.



















































































































































