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Overview
The "Options for Contaminants in Organic Waste" project established by the
Ministry for the Environment is aimed at addressing the issue of contamination in
organic waste streams. The project seeks to make a substantial positive impact on
the development of robust, higher value end markets for processed products,
thereby contributing to the financial sustainability of private sector organic waste
processing investments.

A pivotal component of this project involves the deliberate integration of Māori
principles, with a specific focus on contaminants. This report delineates the critical
considerations that the project team must address to produce a comprehensive
and substantial body of work that accurately represents the perspectives of Māori
on the organic contaminants.

A literature review has been undertaken to identify key themes relating to waste.
Key themes have been synthesised and organised according to their conceptual
and practical relevance to organic contaminants.

The Māori principles have been summarised in illustrated design that incorporates
the use of various tohu Māori. The design itself is underpinned by the master
concept of whakapapa. Whakapapa has been utilised to consider the holistic
perspectives of Māori toward contaminants as represented below, and weaves
together all the various elements presented within the design. The concept of
whakapapa ensures our considerations of Māori perspectives toward contaminants
are not considered in isolation of the wider cultural context. At this preliminary
stage, this is our whakapapa-centred approach toward Māori perspectives on
organic contaminants.

This report describes the elements of the approach and provides a mechanism to
consider contaminants and/or the various organics processes from a Māori
perspective. Furthermore, the approach allows for better understanding and
processing any input from Māori that will be engaged throughout this project.
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Introduction

The wider project team will consider the range of organic contaminants and
processes from a predominantly western, Eurocentric scientific perspective.
The WAMPOC will prompt discussion with respect to each contaminant through
each interdependent layer (Context, Analysis & Practice).
The outcomes from the preliminary WAMPOC assessment will inform a position
that considers Māori perspectives. 
This will serve as the project foundation for engagements with Māori.
These positions will be reinforced, influenced or challenged through the
engagement process.

The 'Whakapapa-centred Approach toward Māori Perspectives on Organic
Contaminants' (WAMPOC) has three key layers, from the bottom to the top:
Context, Analysis & Practice.

Each layer is woven together with the various interpretations of whakapapa. The
Context layer shares the historical aspects of whakapapa that ground the present.
The Analysis layer has the rich tapestry of concepts that are woven together by
whakapapa as an ontological framework. The Practice layer echoes the tenets of
responsibility and relationships that are key to whakapapa.

The WAMPOC is a systematic approach of considering organic contaminants. This
is especially important given the emergence of new materials, the bio-accumulation
of endocrine-disrupting “forever chemicals”, and the environmental impacts of
modern practices that all contribute to organic contamination.

The approach is proposed to be used in the following way:

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
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