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[bookmark: _Hlk215823055]Updating National Direction: Changes to the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 
December 2025
Recent changes have been made to national direction under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) to make the resource management system work more effectively. 
Changes to the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) aim to streamline consenting for infrastructure, renewable electricity generation and transmission, aquaculture, and mineral extraction activities in coastal areas. 
Context 
The NZCPS is a compulsory national policy under the RMA that applies to the coastal environment and is approved by the Minister of Conservation. The coastal environment is defined as including areas between mean high-water springs and the 12 nautical mile limit (the coastal marine area), and some adjacent land.
The Government wants to better enable priority activities (ie, specified infrastructure, renewable electricity generation, electricity transmission, aquaculture and extraction of minerals to support infrastructure) while still safeguarding the coastal environment. 
To achieve these objectives, the NZCPS has been amended to use stronger, clearer language in relation to priority activities in the coastal environment. These changes are supported by updates to other national policies covering renewable electricity, electricity networks, and infrastructure. 
	Summary of amendments to the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement
Policy 6 – Activities in the coastal environment
Strengthened language in policy 6(1)(a) and policy 6(1)(g) makes the policy more directive to better enable use and development of the coastal environment for priority activities.
An ‘operational need’ consideration has been added under policy 6(1)(e) and policy 6(2)(c) and (d) for priority activities within the coastal environment.
Policy 8 – Aquaculture 
An additional provision directs local authorities to provide for aquaculture activities within aquaculture settlement areas.


Amendments to the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement
Together with changes to other national direction, the amendments to the NZCPS elevate the importance of priority activities – like development proposals for infrastructure or renewable energy – in decision-making. They also mean that the strict rules about avoiding harm to the environment can be applied more flexibly in certain cases so that high-priority proposals can be consented more easily than before.
The amendments to the NZCPS: 
strengthen the language in policy 6 to better enable development of priority activities
recognise that priority activities may have a functional or operational need to be located in the coastal marine area
consider the needs of both current and future generations in relation to renewable energy
direct decision-makers to provide for aquaculture activities within aquaculture settlement areas
give more recognition to the cultural and environmental benefits of aquaculture.
Policy 6 – Activities in the coastal environment
The changes to policy 6 provide more directive language for priority activities, using some of the wording of policy 9 on ports. The priority activities of infrastructure, renewable energy, electricity transmission, aquaculture and extraction of minerals for the purpose of supporting infrastructure are now given elevated consideration in decision-making.
The ‘functional need’ test has been expanded to also recognise ‘operational need’. This means that, due to technical, logistical or operational constraints, priority activities may have to be located in the coastal marine area.
Policy 6 will require decision-makers to consider the potential of renewable resources in the coastal environment and the contribution of renewable marine energy to meet the needs of current and future generations.
Policy 8 – Aquaculture
The amendments to policy 8 support the Government’s aquaculture objectives, including to strengthen the recognition of the cultural and economic benefits of aquaculture, while still requiring assessments of aquaculture on the coastal environment and other activities.
A new policy, 8(d), directs decision-makers to provide for aquaculture activities within aquaculture settlement areas (ASAs). This change aims to make it easier to consent new aquaculture activities in space reserved for gazetted ASAs, without removing the need to assess effects on the environment and other activities. This will support Māori to realise the potential of these areas.
Policy 8(b) now includes the cultural and environmental benefits of aquaculture, in addition to the existing social and economic benefits. This change aims to expressly recognise the cultural and ecological benefits of aquaculture.
Implementation considerations
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Immediate steps
Councils must now have regard to the above changes in policy provisions when making consent decisions within the coastal environment, without the need for plan changes.
Transition to the new planning system
[bookmark: _Hlk215831085]All existing national direction under the RMA will be reassessed and restructured to ensure it aligns with the goals and framework of the new planning system that will be established by the Planning and Natural Environment Bills.
The policy intent of the changes to national direction under the existing RMA will be transferred to the new system as appropriate.
For further information
For more information, see these websites.
Department of Conservation. New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement.
Ministry for the Environment. New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement.
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