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Tēnā koe ,  
 
Thank you for your email of 11 February 2024 to the Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) 
requesting the following under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act): 

Can you please advise whether:  

1. MfE holds any information about the prospect of Amoc breaking down. If so please 
provide that information.  

2. MfE holds any information about the implications for the environment if a breakdown 
of Amoc does occur. If so please provide that information.  

3. MfE holds any information about the implications for world food production and world 
food trade if a breakdown of Amoc does occur. If so please provide that information.  

4. MfE has provided any advice to ministers, either formally or informally and either 
orally or in written form (either draft or final) about the implications of a breakdown of 
Amoc.  

The Ministry has identified 16 documents in total in scope of your request, as listed in the 
attached table. 10 of these documents are publicly available and the links have been provided 
to you in the document table. The remaining 6 documents have been provided to you in full.  
In response to question 1 of your request, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) Sixth Assessment Report falls in scope of this part of your request. This report is 
publicly available here: https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/. You may also find it 
helpful to know that the final government draft versions of the Fifth and Fourth Assessment 
Reports of the IPCC are publicly available here: https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar5/ 
and https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar4/.  

In response to question 4 of the request, the Ministry has not provided advice to ministers, 
either formally or informally and either orally or in written form (either draft or final) about the 
implications of a breakdown of Amoc. Therefore, we must refuse this part of the request under 
section 18(g) of the Act as the Ministry does not hold the information requested and we cannot 
think of any other agency that would hold it, or whose functions would be more closely 
connected to it. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of 
the Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 

9(2)a

9(2)a



 

after the response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to 
contact our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
Nāku noa, nā, 
 
 

 
 
 
Sophie Heighway 
Manager – Climate Impacts 
Ministry for the Environment | Manatū Mō Te Taiao  





 

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/24651/valu
ing-climate-damages-updating-estimation-of-the-
social-cost-of  

12 2019 Willeit et al 2019 Mid-Pleistocene transition in glalcial 
cycles explained by declining CO2 and regolith 
r_12958600.pdf 

Release in 
full  

N/A 

Question 2 

13 May 
2006 

Convention on biodiversity - technical series No.25 
(254288)_1184459.pdf:  
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-25.pdf  

Refuse in 
full 

18(d) 

14 May 
2023 

Net Zero+.pdf: 
https://www.oecd.org/environment/net-zero-
da477dda-en.htm  

Refuse in 
full 

18(d) 

15 Novemb
er 2021 

the_cost_of_delaying_action_to_stem_climate_chan
ge (1602700)_4461627.pdf:  
https://www.oecd.org/publications/managing-climate-
risks-facing-up-to-losses-and-damages-55ea1cc9-
en.htm  

Refuse in 
full 

18(d) 

Question 2 and 3 

16 July 
2014 

OECD climate change adaptation document.pdf: 
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/stock/files/cost of d
elaying action.pdf  

Refuse in 
full 

18(d) 

 
 
 




