
 

 
 
 
11 March 2023 

OIAD-949 
 

  
 
 
Tēnā koe   
 
Thank you for your email dated 12 February 2024 to the Ministry for the Environment (the 
Ministry), confirming your wish for the Ministry to reconsider  18 April 2023 
request for the following under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act): 

A copy of any briefings or documentation you hold prepared since 2019 discussing 
the potential for using DOC-managed land to supply either  

• carbon offsets for the public service, or  
• units towards NZ’s NDC.  

On 12 February 2024, you clarified that you would be willing to receive substantive 
documents, including any notes from meetings held, that the period your request covers is 1 
January 2019 to 12 February 2024, and that “carbon offsets for the public service” is in 
relation to carbon offsets for the Carbon Neutral Government Programme (CNGP).  
We have interpreted ‘substantive documents’ as being for finalised documents (rather than 
draft documents or notes) that may have been presented to the Ministry by other agencies, 
to Ministers and/or Cabinet, along with any meeting agendas and minutes about these topics 
that the Ministry holds or attended.  
The Ministry has identified 11 documents in scope of your request, as outlined in the below 
Document Table. Since the information in scope of your request within these documents is 
only a section of the document as a whole, the Ministry has decided to make the information 
requested available by giving an excerpt of the contents under section 16(1) of the Act.  
We have also identified an additional document that was provided to the Ministry by the 
Department of Conservation, which may be of interest to you. We do not consider this 
document is in scope of your request, as it was initial estimate numbers that the Ministry 
then used to inform the drafting of a Cabinet paper; however, we have attached this 
document as Document 12 for your reference. 
Please note the numbers in Document 12 are initial estimates based on information 
available at the time and are incorrect. Updated figures will be published publicly this year. 
The excerpts I am releasing are available within the attached Information Table, along with 
the full title and date of the document for reference. Please note that the contact person 
listed in Document 11 is incorrect. 
Some of the excerpts relate to information that is still being considered by Ministers and 
Cabinet, and therefore have been withheld in full under section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act, to 
maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the confidentiality of 
advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials. 
In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding 
of this information is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to make 
the information available in the public interest. 

9(2)a

9(2)a

9(2)a



 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of 
my decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) 
of the Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 
after the response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to 
contact our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
Electronically approved by Stephen Goodman 
 
 
Stephen Goodman 
Acting General Manager – Climate Change Mitigation 
Ministry for the Environment | Manatū Mō Te Taiao 
  

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/about-us/official-information-act-requests
https://tepuna.mfe.govt.nz/otcsdav/nodes/11418140/ministerials%40mfe.govt.nz


 

Document Table 

Doc no. Doc date Document title Decision on release 
Formal briefings 

1.  28 Sept 2021 BRF-712 Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme: Revised 
Cabinet paper outline for carbon 
offsetting report back 

Excerpts released in full 

2.  18 Oct 2021 BRF-807 Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme: Agency 
feedback and revised Cabinet 
paper – Report back on carbon 
offsetting 

Excerpts released in full 

3.  7 Nov 2021 BRF-657 Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme Cabinet 
report back on carbon offsetting 

Excerpts released in full 

4.  15 Nov 2021 BRF-928 Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme 
Ministerial feedback and revised 
Cabinet paper - Report back on 
carbon offsetting 

Excerpt released in full 

5.  9 Dec 2021 CAB Carbon Neutral Government 
Programme: Report back on 
Carbon Offsetting 

Excerpts released in full 

6.  21 Mar 2023 BRF-2682 CNGP Ministerial Group 
meeting 

Excerpts withheld in full 
under section 9(2)(f)(iv) 

7.  23 Mar 2023 BRF-2590 The Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme – options 
for funding emissions payments 

Excerpt withheld in full 
under section 9(2)(f)(iv) 

8.  2 May 2023 BRF-3123 Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme: 
Offsetting Cabinet Paper Outline 

Excerpts withheld in full 
under section 9(2)(f)(iv) 

9.  25 May 2023 BRF-3282 Draft CNGP Offsetting 
Cabinet Paper 

Excerpt withheld in full 
under section 9(2)(f)(iv) 

10.  7 Aug 2023 CAB-272 Carbon Neutral 
Government Programme: 
Offsetting Report Back 

Three excerpts released 
in full. 
Five excerpts withheld in 
full under section 
9(2)(f)(iv) 

Additional substantive documents 
11.  24 May 2022 CNGP offsetting opportunities Excerpt released in full 

12.  29 July 2023 CNGP paragraphs - some back of 
envelope costs 

Attached as Document 
12 – some information 
withheld under section 
9(2)(f)(iv) 



 

Information table: Excerpts of information in scope 

Document 1 Excerpts 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Document 2 Excerpts 

 



 

 
 
 

Document 3 Excerpts 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Document 4 Excerpt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Document 5 Excerpts 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Document 10 Excerpts 

 



 

 
67 CNGP officials will also work with the Department of Conservation to identify opportunities on Crown Land. 
 
 
Document 11 Excerpt 

 
 




