
OIAD-87 

Dear  

Thank you for your email of 19 July 2021 requesting the following under the Official 
Information Act 1982 (the Act): 

To Whom It May Concern in DOC/MfE/MPI: Further to the May 2020 announcement 
of Jobs for Nature, please provide the actual jobs created and money spent (as 
opposed to projects announced and money earmarked) for the Jobs for Nature 
scheme. Please provide the names of the projects and where the jobs are located. 

Please make a distinction between new projects and existing projects that were 
already funded by other Government programmes. 

The timeframe of the request is May 14 2020 to June 30 2021. 

Please also state if any of the money originally announced ($433 million for new jobs 
in regional environmental projects, $315 million biosecurity, including weed and pest 
control, $200 million for DOC's Jobs for Nature programme, $154 million for new jobs 
enhancing biodiversity on public and private land) has been re-
directed/repurposed/returned unspent.  

Here is the original announcement: https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-
releases/2020-media-releases/investment-to-create-11000-environment-jobs-in-our-
regions/ 

The attached spreadsheet details Jobs for Nature projects managed by the Ministry for the 
Environment (the Ministry), Department of Conservation (DOC), Land Information New 
Zealand (LINZ) and Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI).  

These projects are funded from the $1.1 billion investment noted in the announcement you 
refer to in your request. The list contains reported data as at 30 June 2021 and includes 
projects that fall within the scope of your request, including the project name, region, money 
paid to each project and the number of people who are working, or who have worked, on the 
project. These roles include all employment types such as full time, part time, fixed term and 
contractors.  

The spreadsheet shows data from projects reported up to 30 June 2021. Delivery agencies 
will be reviewing and finalising their 2020/21 data at the end of the next reporting cycle. 
Therefore, some of the current data is not yet complete and will be revised once end of year 
reporting is finalised. 

Where projects have not yet been announced, these have been refused under section 18(d) 
of the Act, as the information will soon be publicly available. 

Please note that employment outputs in the list for 2020/21 for the Wilding Conifer programme 
are in part attributable to $6.9 million of Budget 2019 funding. Further funding information on 
the Wilding Conifer Control Programme is set out below. 
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In some cases, projects have reported money paid out but have not yet reported on job 
creation. There are several reasons for this, including: 

 Jobs for Nature agencies have different funding arrangements for delivering
their projects. In some cases, projects are grant funded to delivery outcomes
and some are contract for service type arrangements where payments are
made on completion of agreed milestones.

 Some projects have been under contract for less than two months, with the first
round of employment reporting due to feed into the next reporting cycle.
Therefore, these projects are not yet showing any reported employment.

 In some cases, agencies’ reporting to the Jobs for Nature programme does not
align with their contracted reporting arrangements with funding recipients. This
can lead to a lag in the reporting of achieved results.

Progress allocating funding, job creation and environmental benefits achieved for the entire 
$1.219 billion Jobs for Nature Programme is reported on the Ministry’s website on a regular 
basis here: environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/key-initiatives/jobs-for-nature/. 

In response to your second question, the National Wilding Conifer Control Programme, 
managed by Biosecurity New Zealand (MPI), has been funded since 2016 with regional 
distribution through Regional Councils. The previous Crown funding of this programme was 
$21 million in 2019 for two years. You can contact MPI for more details on that Programme’s 
funding to date. 

With respect to your last question, the overall size of the Jobs for Nature Programme has 
reduced from $1.245 billion to $1.219 billion, due to the reprioritisation of $26.6 million to 
support the implementation of on-board cameras across the inshore fishing fleet.  

Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 
after the response has been sent. If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact 
our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

Ilana Miller 
Programme Director - Jobs for Nature 
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