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We do not collect this data by category of staff so do not have information to the level of detail 
requested so this is refused under section 18(g) because the information is not held by the 
Ministry. 

 
2. In the past 12 months (1 February 2022 to 1 February 2023), how many of the MfE 

carbon travel limits were reached, if any? 
 
As we measure and manage our emissions budgets by financial year (FY), we cannot provide 
the information for the period requested. It is only at the end of this FY that we finalise our 
emissions actuals and how we’ve performed against our ambition. The information for 2021/22 
has been published in the Ministry’s Annual Report (as noted in the response to question 1).  
Our travel emissions for the current FY will be reported in our next annual report, however, 
the Ministry is tracking to its planned reduction trajectory. 
 
3. If any carbon travel limits were reached, when were they reached (e.g. August 31, 

2022, 4 months before the annual period ended)? 
 
This part of the request is refused under section 18(g) because the information is not held by 
the Ministry.  Please refer to my response to question two, which explains why it's not held by 
the Ministry and can’t be provided.  
 
4. If any carbon travel limits were reached, how much travel is recorded after the day they 

were reached within the annual period (e.g. 54 kilometres of travel were recorded over 
the annual limit in 2022)? 

 
This part of the request is refused under section 18(g) because the information is not held by 
the Ministry.  Please refer to my response to question two, which explains why it's not held by 
the Ministry and can’t be provided.  
 
5. What changes are implemented if a carbon travel limit is reached? 
 
We do not have carbon travel limits, therefore, there are no changes as a consequence of 
exceeding these.  This part of the request is refused under section 18(g) because the 
information is not held by the Ministry. 
 
6. When were carbon travel limits introduced for MfE? 
 
The Ministry’s annual internal travel emissions budgets were first set for the 2021/22 financial 
year. 
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7. How many years, since carbon travel limits were introduced, has MfE recorded travel 
in excess of the annual limit? 

 
Our carbon emissions from travel have been within our travel emissions budgets every 
financial year since introducing this measure. This means we have not recorded travel in 
excess of our annual reduction ambition. 

 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of  
my decision relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant  
details can be found on their website at: https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/ . 
 
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment  
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly  
after the response has been sent. 
 
If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Ministerial Services team: 
ministerials@mfe.govt.nz 
 
I hope this information is helpful for your purposes. Thank you once again for writing. 

 
 

Ngā mihi 
 
 

 
 
 
Pepi Batsos 
Director - Organisational Strategy and Performance 
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