
 

OIAD-37 
OIAD-66 

 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
 
Thank you for your emails of 20 May 2021 to the Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) 
and 25 June 2021 to the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and the Department of 
Conservation (DoC) requesting the following under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
 
Your email of 20 May 2021: 

I wish to make an OIA request of the Ministry for the Environment, based on the 
statement recently provided by Stuart Brodie to the Environment Select Committee. 
Specifically: that "discussions are underway" to resolve the Kermadec Rangitāhua 
Ocean Sanctuary situation; that creation of the Sanctuary is "still a priority" for the 
Government; that the Government is pursuing a "reset" with iwi; that "talks with 
relevant parties are at an initial stage"; and that an "inter-agency group has just 
commenced interactions".   

In light of Mr Brodies statement, and under the Official Information Act, I seek the 
following information, in the form of official briefings, emails or meeting minutes: 

1. Any documents or information related to the discussions now 'underway' on the 
future of the Kermadec Rangitāhua Ocean Sanctuary 

2. Any documents (briefings, emails or reporting) outlining the "reset with iwi" and 
any record of the "relevant parties" that have been engaged in the reset 
conversation, and specifically, any information or reporting on dialogue with mana 
whenua iwi Ngāti Kuri and Te Aupouri, and the Trust Te Ohu Kaimoana, representing 
Māori fisheries interests. 

3. Any documents or information related to the inter-agency group that has been 
established to resolve the Kermadec Rangitāhua Ocean Sanctuary issues, including 
documents or communications identifying members and their competencies 

4. Any documents on other reporting on 'interactions' with parties associated with the 
Kermadec Rangitāhua Ocean Sanctuary, including but not limited to mana whenua, 
scientists and NGOs 

5. Any information on the timeframe and roadmap for the "reset with iwi" and 
Kermadec Rangitāhua Ocean Sanctuary announcement.  

 

The Ministry has interpreted your request as all documents held by the Ministry, and any 
correspondence between Government departments and parties involved in a reset of the 
relationship between the Crown and iwi/Māori with respect to the proposed Kermadec Ocean 
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Sanctuary from late 2017 up until the date of your request (20 May 2021). This reset 
commenced after the 2017 election. 
 
Your emails of 25 June 2021 to MPI and DoC, requesting the following information, 
was transferred to our Ministry on 6 July 2021:  

Under the Official Information Act I am requesting from DOC, MPI (FNZ) 
and MfE the "draft Terms of Agreement for the Rangitāhua / Kermadec 
Sanctuary" and related correspondence and briefings. 

The draft TOR is mentioned in the Te Ohu Kaimoana Q2 report (1/01/21 - 
31/03/2021). On page 10 the report states: 

 " We have been reviewing a draft Terms of Agreement for the Rangitāhua 
/ Kermadec Sanctuary with Crown officials for a Treaty compliant approach 
to establish a Sanctuary". 

 

The scope of your second requests to MPI and DoC are covered within the scope of the first 
request to the Ministry. Therefore, we are responding to all three requests in this letter. 
The information you have requested has been withheld in full under the following sections of 
the Act: 

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 
9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or organisation 

holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations). 

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials. 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the free and frank expression of opinions by or between or to 
Ministers of the Crown or members of an organisation or officers and 
employees of any public service agency or organisation in the course of their 
duty.  

In relation to point 3 of your first request, an interagency group was established to progress 
the proposed Rangitāhua/Kermadec Ocean Sanctuary. The group comprises officials from the 
Ministry, MPI/Fisheries NZ, DoC, Te Arawhiti, and advisors from the Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet and Crown Law. A list of the names and titles of the core members of 
this group is provided in Table 2 below. The group is supported by other staff from each 
agency as required. Documents, correspondence and information between this group and 
relevant parties have been withheld in full under  
section 9(2)(j). 
In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding of 
this information is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to make the 
information available in the public interest. 
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Some information has been refused under section 18(d) of the Act as the information is 
publicly available. Links to this information have been provided for your convenience in  
Table 1 below.  
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of 
the Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   
 
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 
after the response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to 
contact our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Glenn Wigley 
Director – Policy and Regulatory 
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http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/about-us/official-information-act-requests
https://tepuna.mfe.govt.nz/otcsdav/nodes/11418140/ministerials%40mfe.govt.nz


 

Table 1: Links to publicly available information 

Title Link 

Cabinet Papers and Briefings Establishment of a Kermadec Ocean Sanctuary | 
Ministry for the Environment 

New Zealand Parliament Website releases on 
Kermadecs 

Site Search - New Zealand Parliament 
(www.parliament.nz) 

 

Table 2: Members of the interagency working group for the proposed Kermadec 
Rangitāhua Ocean Sanctuary 

Agency Members 

Ministry for the Environment 

Glenn Wigley, Director 

Stuart Brodie, Principal Analyst, Marine Policy 

Monique Page, Analyst, Marine Policy 

Fisheries New Zealand Terry Lynch, Principal Analyst 

Ministry for Primary Industries Geremy Schofield, Principal Advisor Fisheries  
and Aquaculture 

Department of Conservation Sam Thomas, Manager Marine Policy 

Te Arawhiti Kathryn Haliburton, Senior Analyst 

For Department of Crown Law Craig Linkhorn, Private Barrister 
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https://environment.govt.nz/publications/establishment-of-a-kermadec-ocean-sanctuary/
https://environment.govt.nz/publications/establishment-of-a-kermadec-ocean-sanctuary/
https://www.parliament.nz/en/site-search?term=Kermadecs
https://www.parliament.nz/en/site-search?term=Kermadecs
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