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The 149 projects chosen by Cabinet to be listed in the Bill will be listed in Schedule 2 of the 
Bill once the Bill is reported back from the Environment Committee in mid-October. All projects 
listed in Schedule 2 of the Bill, once it is passed into law, will still be required to apply to an 
Expert Consenting Panel (Panel) for their consents. While the Bill process is faster than 
standard Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) processes, the Panel is still required to 
assess the environmental impacts of the project against the RMA, relevant national direction, 
and other relevant local planning documents, including Water Conservation Orders. 

If they decide to grant an application, the Panel can also recommend conditions to ensure 
adverse effects of the project on the environment are managed appropriately. This process 
will be managed by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). More information about all 
projects in the consent process will be made available in due course on the EPA’s website at: 
https://www.epa.govt.nz/fast-track-consenting/status. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decision to refuse this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details 
can be found on their website at: ombudsman.parliament.nz.   

Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 
after the response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to 
contact our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 

Nāku noa, nā 

 

 

 

Stephanie Frame 
Manager, Fast Track Consenting 
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