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IN CONFIDENCE 

MCR-23-MIN-0006 

Cabinet Maori Crown 

Relations - Te Arawhiti 

Committee 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

Reforming the Resource Management System: Amending Treaty 
Settlement Legislation 

Portfolio Environment 

On 4 Ap1il 2023, the Cabinet Ma01i Crown Relations - Te Arawhiti Committee: 

1 noted that the Government is committed to repealing the Resource Management Act 1991 
(RMA) and replacing it with a Spatial Planning Act (SPA) and Natural and Built 
Environment Act (NBA) this parliamentaiy tenn; 

2 noted that no previous proposed legislation has had the breadth of impact on existing Te 
Tiliti o Waitangi settlement commitments that the Spatial Planning Bill (SP Bill) and 
Natural and Built Enviromnent Bill (NBE Bill) do, because of the extent to which the RMA 
interacts with those commitments; 

3 noted that in June 2019, the Cabinet Environment, Energy and Clilnate Committee noted 
that Treaty ofWaitangi settlements that include provision for iwi engagement in aspects of 
the resource management system will be canied over to a refonned RMA 
[ENV-19-MIN-0036]; 

4 noted that Schedule 2 of the SP Bill and NBE Bill sets out a process for upholding Treaty 
settlements, the Nga Rohe Moana o Nga Hapu o Ngati Porou Act 2019, and other 
airnngements, including introducing amending legislation where it is necessa1y to give 
effect to agreements reached with iwi and hapu; 

5 noted that amendments to Treaty settlement legislation and deeds can only bemade by 
agreement with the relevant post-settlement governance entities, Nga Hapu o Ngati Porou, 
or relevant iwi/hapu representative groups; 

6 authorised the Minister for Ma01i Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti and Minister for the 
Environment to sign deeds to amend Treaty settlements, which reflect: 

6.1 Cabinet's decisions with regai·d to statut01y acknowledgements, outlined at 
pai·agraphs 10 and 11.1; 

6.2 ftuther policy decisions by joint Ministers to uphold Treaty settlements, outlined at 
pai·agraphs 12, 13 and 15; 
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