
 

OIAD-35 
 

 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for your email of 28 April 2021 requesting the following under the Official 
Information Act 1982 (the Act): 

I would like to make an Official Information Act request for all documents, advice, 
meeting notes or correspondence relating to the following meetings & briefings. I 
would like to exclude weekly briefings from this request. 

 These four meetings with James Shaw: 

• 29/03/2021 12:00 - 13:00 
• 22/03/2021 13:00 - 14:00  
• 18/03/2021 09:00 - 10:00   
• 25/03/2021 10:00 - 11:00 
• 22/03/2021 15:30 - 16:00 meeting with Minister of Agriculture et al: 
• 18/03/2021 11:00 - 12:00 with Minister for Primary Industries et al. 

Please note that only Weekly Update documents have been identified as related to the 
meetings 29/03/2021 12:00 - 13:00 and 22/03/2021 13:00 - 14:00. As you have requested 
these to be excluded, we do not consider them in scope.  

Your request for documents relating to the meeting 18/03/2021 11:00 - 12:00 with Minister 
for Primary Industries et al. has been refused under section 18(e) of the Act, as the 
information requested either does not exist, or despite reasonable effort, cannot be found. 
The Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) is not aware of any documentation provided 
at this meeting. 

The Ministry has identified three documents including appendices in scope of your request. 

The document relating to the meeting 22/03/2021 15:30 - 16:00 meeting with Minister of 
Agriculture et al has been withheld in full under section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act, to maintain the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials. 

Two documents including appendices are proposed for release, as listed in the enclosed 
document schedule. These documents are related to the meetings on 18/03/2021 09:00 - 
10:00 and 25/03/2021 10:00 - 11:00. Some information within the two documents has been 
withheld under the following sections of the Act: 

9(2)(g)(i)  to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 
frank expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown 
or members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public 
service agency or organisation in the course of their duty. 
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9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which 
protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown 
and officials. 

In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding 
of this information is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to make 
the information available in the public interest. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of 
the Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   

Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry publishes responses to 
requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly after the response has 
been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Ministerial 
Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Electronically approved by Lisa Daniell 
 
 
Lisa Daniell 
Director - Climate Mitigation 
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Objective: New Zealand has an innovative and productive economy with less waste and fewer greenhouse gas emissions, that is resilient to the 
physical and economic impacts of climate change 

Top five priorities Key policy initiatives ‘Keeping the lights on’ New policy areas 

Success 
measures

New Zealand has a suite of policies and 
measures that reduce our emissions in line with 

our 2050 target
1

Central and local government is taking an active 
role in planning for the impacts of climate 

change 
2

Appendix 1: Draft climate change work programme prioritisation (for discussion)

From the 
Ministry’s new 
Statement of 
Intent
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