
Step 1: Mandatory public notification
Does the application meet any of the following criteria?
 » The applicant has requested public notification 
 » Public notification is required under s95C of the RMA
 » The application been made jointly with an application to 

exchange recreation reserve land under section 15AA of 
the Reserves Act Step 2: Public notification precluded  

in certain circumstances 
Does the application meet either of the 
following criteria?
 » All activities in the application are 

subject to one or more rules or national 
environmental standards that preclude 
public notification

 » The application is for one or more of the 
following, but no other, types of activities:

 – a controlled activity
 – a restricted discretionary, discretionary 

activity or non-complying activity that  
is a boundary activity

Step 3: Public notification required  
in certain circumstances

Does the application meet either of the  
following criteria?
 » Any activity in the application is subject to  

a rule or national environmental standard  
that requires public notification

 » The activity has, or is likely to have, adverse 
effects on the environment that are more than 
minor in accordance with s95D of the RMA

Step 4: Public notification  
in special circumstances

Do special circumstances exist in  
relation to the application that  

warrant public notification?
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Publicly notify application
Public notice must be given in  

accordance with s2AB of the RMA

Determine whether limited  
notification is required
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Notify the application  
to each affected person 

Do not notify the 
application to any person 
(proceed on non-notified 

basis) (unless required  
by previous steps)

Notify the application  
to these persons (process 
on limited notified basis)

Step 3: Certain other affected persons must be notified
Are any of the following 
eligible persons “affected” 
under section 95E of the 
RMA?
 » In the case of a boundary 

activity, an owner of 
an allotment with an 
infringed boundary

For other activities, are there 
any “affected persons” in 
accordance with s95E of  
the RMA?

Limited notification decision  
for resource consents under the  
Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA)
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Step 2: Limited notification precluded  
in certain circumstances

Does the application meet either of the 
following criteria?
 » All activities in the application are 

subject to one or more rules or national 
environmental standards that preclude 
limited notification 

 » The application is for a controlled activity, 
that requires consent under a district plan 
(other than a subdivision)

Step 1: Certain affected groups and  
affected persons must be notified

Does the application meet any of the following criteria?
 » There are affected protected customary rights groups
 » There are affected customary marine title groups (in the  

case of an application for a resource consent for an 
accommodated activity)

 » The proposed activity is on or adjacent to, or may affect, land 
that is the subject of a statutory acknowledgement made in 
accordance with an Act specified in Schedule 11 of the RMA; 
and the person to whom the statutory acknowledgement is 
made is affected under s95E of the RMA

Step 4: Limited notification  
in special circumstances

Do special circumstances exist in relation to 
the application that warrant notification  
to any persons not already determined  

to be eligible for limited notification  
(excludes persons assessed under s95E  

of the RMA as not being affected)?

Notify the application to 
each affected person/group


