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Te Aranga Matrix

PRINCIPLE NARRATIVE / LANDMARK INTERPRETATION

MAHI TOI

Black spoonbill kōtuku

Prominent in the harbour - nested on the maunga Parihaka in the day
Tauranga Kotuku - Nesting place
Kōtuku migrated the formation pyramid...lead bird - leadership/working together as a team/people hapu 
Flight path of the white heron flying in a triangular formation, visible from Mt Parihaka looking down onto the site
Manu tāiko (sentry bird)

Signalling 

Ōrukura, Hīhīaua and Ōkara were the three lookout points to identify threats from 
the harbour. Early settlers later put signal stations at those points.
The arrival of ships was observed from Lookout Hill with a flag signalling those in 
the Town Basin to hoist their flag, bringing settlers to the wharf.

Mud flats / mangroves 

Kai species:

Pūpū, tio, pipi, mud crabs
Tuna
Parore (black bream)
Snapper
Kahawai
Pātiki
Kanae
Whai

Our Tauranga ika, sharks and kingfish were hung to dry on the branches of the 
trees, mainly Pohutukawa, around the harbour foreshores.

Kete kai - patterns and weave specific to Ngāti Kahu o Torongare or Ngāpuhi

Everyday working kete - loose weave
Ornamental kete - tight weave

V-shape of the hotel building

Kōtuku symbols integrated into furniture

Potential colours to reference animal species 

Kōtuku - white with black spoonbill beak and  yellow eyes
Snapper -  light reddish and a very strong silver colour and the fluorescent blue on their fins with a tinge of paua green and black eyes 

Use of signal pole forms and colours

Embossed shapes pressed into the concrete / pavers - potential appropriate pattern to be identified

Pavement / concrete to reference mud flats

Kai species motifs embedded into pavement

Kete pattern for facade:

Everyday working kete (loose weave) - short stays - events centre 
Medium weave - hotel
Ornamental kete (tight weave) - long stays - apartments

AHI KĀ

Hapū use of harbour and public spaces

Pou herenga waka - Mair described these in early book on Whangārei, same 
type of herenga waka used all through Te Tai Tokerau.

Landing place - Pre-European settlement, a popular Tauranga waka landing site, especially for travellers.

European settlers built the first town wharf during the late 1860’s out of manuka and 
rewarewa poles. Boatsheds and slipways, were established 1890’s.

Hapū needs - access to bookable affordable meeting spaces for 20-50 people, available after hours 
and on weekends, with access to toilets, coffee / tea facilities and catering available. 
This facility is not to be in competition with Hīhīaua.

Reinstate pou herenga waka / waka poles

Promenade - potential use of native timber and construction / form to reference historic wharf?

CULTURAL NARRATIVE INTEGRATION MATRIX
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CULTURAL NARRATIVE INTEGRATION

Landscape Architecture

Image supplied by 4Sight Consulting
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CULTURAL NARRATIVE INTEGRATION

Landscape Architecture

Image supplied by 4Sight Consulting
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CULTURAL NARRATIVE INTEGRATION

Landscape Architecture

Image supplied by 4Sight Consulting
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PATTERNS FOR INTEGRATION INTO BUILDING FACADES

Architecture

Kete kai

Kupenga

Rau kūmaraKete whakapuareare

Basic weave

Amongst weavers it is a common phrase used to describe a kete made with series of 
patterned openings in it.

The rau kūmara (kūmara leaf) is a pattern often used by Ngāti Hine, and is considered an 
appropriate pattern to give to someone who looks after / feeds people.

Open weave pattern used for the storage of large food items, such as kūmara (sweet 
potato) or rua (potatoes), and possibly for cooking in a hāngī (earth oven) as well. Similar 
open-weave kete were also used in the gathering of kaimoana (shellfish).

Basic raranga weave.Open fishing net weave
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ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE - FACADE CONCEPT

Architecture

Base elevations supplied by HB Architects
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TE REO MĀORI glossary of terms 

Glossary

KUPU DESCRIPTION

AHI KĀ
Continuous occupation, burning fires of occupation (in relation to people 
whom have remained on the land or in the area for some time)

AWA River

HAPŪ Subtribe; section of a large kinship group

IWI Tribe; a large kinship group

KETE Hand-woven basket

KETE KAI Food basket

KETE WHAKAIRO Detailed or ornamental hand-woven basket

KETE WHAKAPUAREARE Detailed hand-woven basket with openings

KUPENGA Net, fishing net

MAHI TOI Creative expression

MANA Authority, status

MANA WHENUA
People whom hold autonomy over the land/area through 
their genealogy and tribal connections

MAURI TŪ Environmental health

PĀ Fortified village, fort, stockade

POU HERENGA WAKA Canoe mooring post

RONGOĀ Māori medicine

RARANGA Weave, weaving

RAU KŪMARA Weaving pattern referring to the kūmara leaf

TAIAO Environment, natural world, nature

TAURANGA WAKA Canoes landing place

TOHU Sign, mark, symbol, cue

WAKA Canoe

WHAKAPAPA Geneaology, lineage, descent

20/20

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f th
e O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82




