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Zealand's total share of renewable energy, and increasing the resilience of 
the national electricity grid in the project area. 

7 I seek agreement to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel Office 
for an OIC to refer this project to an Expert Consenting Panel. To support the efficient 
drafting of future Orders in Council and to ensure they are accessible to the public, I 
am also seeking agreement to establish a framework OIC and have future Orders 
included as individual schedules to the OIC. 

Background 

8 The COVI D-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 ( FTCA) received Royal 
assent on 8 July 2020. Its purpose is to urgently promote employment to support 
New Zealand's recovery from the economic and social impacts of COVID-19 and to 
support the certainty of ongoing investment across New Zealand, while continuing to 
promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources. 

9 The FTCA provides two processes to fast-track resource consent and designation 
processes: 

a. Projects listed in the FTCA: Schedule 2 of the Act lists projects that will be
automatically referred to an Expert Consenting Panel for consideration.

b. Projects referred through Orders in Council: any person with a project can
apply to the Minister for the Environment2 (the Minister) to fast-track their
consent or designation. The Minister accepts an application and recommends
an Order in Council3 (OIC) be made allowing an applicant to have the project
considered by an Expert Consenting Panel.

10 Once referred to an Expert Consenting Panel (Panel), the FTCA speeds up usual 
Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) timeframes for consents and designations 
by: 

a. reducing the timeframes for comments to be provided on an application (10
working days), and the decision made by a Panel (25 working days after
comments are received, or 50 working days if extended)

b. reducing notification requirements

c. limiting appeal rights.

Implementation update for the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 
2020 

11 In April Cabinet noted the Minister for the Environment would report back at regular 

intervals to provide progress updates on the FTCA4
. Since coming into effect 

implementation of the FTCA has commenced at pace. The paragraphs below detail 
the progress of different aspects of the FTCA. 

2 Clause 20 of the FTCA. 
3 Orders in Council under the FTCA are referred to as 'referral orders' within the relevant sections of 
the FTCA. 
4 CAB-20-MIN-0182, paragraph 88 refers. 
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s 9(2)(f)(ii), s 9(2)(g)(i)

s 9(2)(f)(ii), s 9(2)(g)(i)

s 9(2)(f)(ii), s 9(2)(g)(i)
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