
[In confidence] 

Office of the Associate Minister for the Environment 

Chair, Cabinet 

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Eugenie Sage 

1. I recommend that Cabinet note this report on my travel to Adelaide over the
period 6th - a

th November 2019 to attend the 9t11 Meeting of Environment Ministers
(MEM) and conduct meetings and site visits.

Report 

2. I travelled to Adelaide during 61h 
- 81h November 2019 to attend the 9th Meeting of 

Environment Ministers, accompanied by Associate Environment Private Secretary 
Penny Race. New Zealand was also represented by officials from Ministry for the 
Environment and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

3. During my visit to Adelaide I also met with South Australia's Environment
Protection Authority and Green Industries SA, several non-government
organisations on the circular economy, and visited several waste recycling
facilities.

Meeting of Environment Ministers (MEM) 

4. Australia's waste export ban was the main focus at the MEM, with Australian
Ministers (federal, state and territory) agreeing that waste plastic, paper, glass
and tyres that have not been processed into a value-added material should be
subject to an export ban to be phased in over time: 
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9. Federal Environment Minister Susan Ley issued a joint Environment Ministers'
media release stating that "it is time for us to take care of our own waste... As
well as helping the environment, every 10,000 tonnes of waste that we recycle will
help our economy by creating 9.2 Australian jobs."

 Minister Ley said Australia was on track to meet its 2030 emissions
reduction target under the Paris Agreement, and agreed that the federal
government would provide a briefing on this at the next MEM. I provided an
update on the passage of the Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon)
Amendment Bill through the New Zealand Parliament by consensus, and tabled a
copy.

11. Ministers agreed on the threat feral cats posed to native species with NSW
Environment Minister Matthew Kean championing the need for more national
coordination in developing new feral cat control strategies (including a gene
solution) to protect species. I noted the threat feral cats posed to New Zealand
species including the transmission of disease, and registered our interest in
developing feral cat baits and contributing to feral cats strategies where New
Zealand cou Id.

Meetings and site visits 

12. I met with Loop CE Platform and Circular Economy Alliance Australia, two NGOs
who both emphasised that a recycling strategy did not amount to a circular
economy strategy. The circular economy was a deeper notion involving a
paradigm shift of viewing waste as "resource in the wrong place". Loop CE
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