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This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
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Investigating the Need to Limit Plantation Forestry on Productive Land

Portfolio Environment

On 25 November 2019, following reference from the Cabinet Economic Develeptient Committee,
Cabinet:

1 noted that deforestation has occurred in New Zealand following.the collapse of the carbon
price under the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme (NZ ETS) and uncertainty about
future carbon prices, as well as the increased value of otherland uses (particularly dairy

farming);
2 noted that recently there has been an uplift in forestry planting;
3 noted that concerns are being expressed by.same people that increased afforestation on

productive land has the potential to generate counter-productive effects on communities,
food production and export potential;

4 noted that the evidence is anecdotal; and that the government is not in a position to conclude
that concerns about the material~quantity of higher class land being converted to forestry are
justified;

5 noted that options to gddress this issue include:
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8 agreed that work be undertaken by the Ministry for the Environment and the Ministry for
Primary Industries to investigate whether there is a need to address this issue and the

preferred options, if any, to limit the scope for new exotic forestry on productive land,
s 9(2)(f)(iv)

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Secretary’s Note: This minute replaces DEV-19-MIN-0317. Cabinet amended-paragraph 8.

Hard-copy distribution:
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