Weekly Update

Hon Nanaia Mahuta, Associate Minister for the Environment
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For the week starting 13 July 2020



1.

1.1

Strategic priorities
Air quality hui

We recently engaged with iwi and hapt in Northland and Tauranga on the proposed
amendments to the National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NESAQ) and
localised air quality issues.

For the Northland air quality hui on 7 July, we met with representatives of Nga Puhi and
Ngatiwai via video conference. They raised a range of local air quality issues, including
dust from heavy truck movements on unsealed roads, odours from sewage treatment
facilities and fuel storage facilities, and pollen from plantation pine forests. The proposed
amendments to the NESAQ will not directly address these issues but we heardthat the
proposed woodburner standards may help to improve wintertime air quality‘in_specific
neighbourhoods in Whangarei, where households rely on older woodbdrners for home
heating.

For the Tauranga air quality hui on 8 July, we met with representatives of Ngai-Te Rangi at
the Ngai Te Rangi Iwi Trust offices in Mt Maunganui. We diséussed local ainguality issues
including industrial discharges, and whether they have explored Mana,Whakahono & Rohe
for iwi to establish formal arrangements for decision making with their<oeal authorities. We
explained that the proposed particulate matter standards-may help te.improve air quality
within the Mt Maunganui airshed, but acknowledgéd'the most significant issue in this area
relates to industrial emissions which are primarily managed through the Regional Air Plan
and the consenting regime.

Air quality at Whareroa marae

On 8 July, we also attended hui with Whareroa mafae community in Mt Maunganui to
discuss the impacts of air pollution from nearby,port and industrial activities. News media
were also invited to the hui. Reparters from’'One News and Bay of Plenty Times
newspaper attended and subsequently filed ‘media reports.

Whareroa marae representatives reiterated the health and environmental impacts they
have experienced@and witnessedhat'the marae as a result of decades of exposure to
pollutants fromsurrednding industry. They also stated their frustration at several matters
including a lackdf/direct respense from the Prime Minister to their letter of 19 August 2019.

The marag representatives ‘set out several specific requests:

awritten response from the Prime Minister by 17 July 2020

¢ % an immediate halt on all discharge consents currently being processed by the
regiohal council

e better transparency around the interests of regional city and city councillors in Port
ofTauranga and other industry in Mt Maunganui

o\ retreat of all industrial activities from Mt Maunganui within ten years.

We emphasised the roles of local government (regional authorities, as well as district and

city councils) for managing land use and discharges. We explained our understanding that
the Bay of Plenty Regional Council intends to progress changes to their Regional Air Plan
setting out new rules for the Mt Maunganui airshed. We considered it is this process that

should result in significant traction towards improving air quality at Whareroa marae.

As reported in the One News story, the community would still like an opportunity to speak
with government Ministers about their concerns.

We have some questions to follow up on with the regional council and will then prepare a
fuller briefing for you on the hui and their specific requests. We will discuss this further
with you at our officials meeting on 20 July 2020.























