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FTC #123: Application for referred project under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Stage 1 decisions 
 
Key Messages  

 
1. We seek your initial decisions on an application from Hughes Developments Limited to refer 

the Faringdon Oval project (the Project) to an expert consenting panel (a panel) under the 
COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA). 

2. The Project is to subdivide a 69.3-hectare site bounded by Dunns Crossing Road, Goulds 
Road and Selwyn Road, Rolleston to create open space, lots for commercial use and 
approximately 1050 residential lots, to construct residential units on approximately 300 of the 
residential lots, and construct supporting infrastructure, including roads and three-waters 
services, to service all of the lots. 

3. Construction of residential units on the remaining 750 residential lots and commercial 
buildings on the commercial lots will be undertaken by third parties.  

4. The Project involves activities such as subdividing land, carrying out earthworks (including 
disturbing potentially contaminated soils), clearing vegetation, discharging stormwater and 
contaminants to land, taking, diverting and discharging groundwater to land, constructing 
buildings, constructing infrastructure including for vehicle access, roads, parking, public 
transport and three-waters services, developing land for open spaces including landscaping 
and planting.   

5. The Project will require land use and subdivision consents under the Selwyn District Plan, 
water and discharge permits under the Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan and 
resource consent under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for 
Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulation 2011 
(NES-CS). The proposed activities have non-complying activity status because the Project 
involves residential subdivision and commercial and residential development in the Rural 
zone (Inner Plains area). 

6. Councils within the greater Christchurch area have undertaken strategic planning for housing 
growth through the Greater Christchurch Partnership1. This has informed a change to 
Chapter 6 of the operative Canterbury Regional Policy Statement (CRPS) (Recovery and 
rebuilding of Greater Christchurch) to identify new urban housing development areas in 
Rolleston, Rangiora and Kaiapoi. This change was made operative in July 2021 and it 
identifies the area including the Project site as a Future Development Area. The CRPS 
directs that subdivision must not proceed ahead of an outline development plan in a district 
plan, however the FTCA does not preclude consideration of the Project for this reason, and 
we note that the Faringdon South West and South East Development referred project (that 
was subject to the same policy) has recently been granted consents by a Panel. 

7. In November 2020 the applicant lodged a private plan change request with Selwyn District 
Council to enable residential and commercial development of the site. The council placed 
processing of that plan change on hold in December 2021, when the applicant resolved to 
pursue approvals through the more accelerated process offered by the FTCA. The plan 
change has not yet been notified and remains on hold. 

8. We have previously recommended that you invite comments from the Greater Christchurch 
Partnership for referral applications in the Canterbury Region where developments were 

 
1 The Greater Christchurch Partnership includes Environment Canterbury, Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, Canterbury District Health 
Board, Christchurch City Council, Waimakariri District Council, Selwyn District Council, Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency.  
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proposed on land that was not yet identified as suitable for urban development in the CRPS. 
This was because the proposed changes to Chapter 6 (under Plan Change 1) of the CRPS 
had not yet been implemented. As this plan change is now operative and the Project site is 
included in a Future Development Area, we do not consider that it is necessary to invite 
comments from the Greater Christchurch Partnership for this Project. 

9. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the application and this is presented 
along with our recommendations in Table A. 

10. The Project meets all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, but more analysis is 
needed before we can advise you if it meets the purpose of the FTCA (thus satisfying section 
18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on matters in section 23(5) which may influence your 
referral decision. 

11. We recommend you progress consideration of the application to the next stage of analysis 
(Stage 2) and invite comments from Selwyn District Council, Canterbury Regional Council 
(Environment Canterbury) and specific Ministers listed in section 21(6) of the FTCA. 

12. We recommend that you invite comments from the Associate Minister for the Environment 
(Urban Policy) as an additional Minister under section 21(6)(n) of the FTCA.  

13. We also recommend you request further information from the applicant and local authorities 
as detailed in Table A. 

 

Statutory Framework Summary 
 

14. You are the sole decision maker for referral of the Project as it will not occur in the coastal 
marine area. 

15. You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local 
authorities and any relevant Ministers: 

a. if you are satisfied the Project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the 
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2) 
and 23(1) of the FTCA) 

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA). 
16. If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:  

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local 
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA 

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person. 
17. You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local 

authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see 
section 22 of the FTCA). 
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Action Sought 
 

18. Please indicate your decision on the recommendations in Table A. 

 

Signature 
 

 
Stephanie Frame 
Manager – Fast-track Consenting 










