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FTC 94: Application for referred project under the COVID-19 Recovery
(Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 — Joint Stage 1 decisions

Key Messages

1. We seek your joint initial decisions on an application for referral of the Ariki Tahi (Sugarloaf
Wharf) Upgrade project (the Project) to an expert consenting panel (a panel) understhe
COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA), from Ariki Tahi Sugarloaf
Wharf Limited.

2. The Project is to upgrade the existing wharf facilities at Ariki Tahi (Sugatloaf Wharf)/to
separate commercial and recreational uses, cater for the projected increaseyin aquaculture
production in the Firth of Thames, and improve resilience to extreme weather and-tidal
events. The project scope includes:

a. a new access channel to allow larger vessels all-tide access to the wharf

b. a reclaimed area of approximately 6,900 squareismetres, formed by, placing the
material dredged from the access channel behind“a,new seawall and reck revetment
constructed on the seabed

c. berthing, loading and storage infrastructure providing for up to five commercial vessel
berths

d. two separate boat ramps for recreational users, protected, by a 25-metre long groyne
e. upgrade of access from Te Kouma Road

f. parking areas and associatediinfrastructure for,recreational and commercial vehicles
and boat trailers

g. a kiosk and toilet facilities.

3. It is partially located on réclaimed landevestediin‘the Crown under the Marine and Coastal
Area (Takutai Moana) Acti2011 (MACAA) at260 Te Kouma Road, Coromandel. Parts of the
Project will occur. in theicoastal mariné‘area (CMA).

4. The Project will involve activities such as:
a. reclaiming and/or draining the foreshore and seabed

b. disturbing the fereshore-and seabed, including dredging

C. .nremoving material from the foreshore and seabed

d.*"depositing material on the foreshore/seabed

e. constructingra seawall, rock revetment, groyne and access ramps on the seabed

f. earthwarks on land

g. constructing berthing, loading and storage infrastructure for approximately 5

commercial vessels
h. " constructing vehicle access and parking areas
i.  constructing infrastructure for three waters services
j.  discharging stormwater and contaminants to the CMA

k. occupying the coastal marine area with boat ramps, a groyne, seawall and
navigational infrastructure

[.  undertaking dredging of the access channel from time to time, on an on-going basis
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

m. any other activities that are:
i. associated with the activities described in paragraphs a to |
ii. within the scope of the Project as described in paragraph 2.

The Project will require land use consents under the Proposed Thames-Coromandel District
Plan and coastal permits under the Waikato Regional Coastal Plan.

Ariki Tahi Sugarloaf Wharf Limited applied under the FTCA to upgrade Ariki Tahi (Sugarloaf
Wharf) in September 2020. Comments were not invited on the referral application and it was
declined under Section 23(5)(b) of the FTCA (it would be more appropriate for the.Project to
go through the standard consenting process under the RMA) due to the consent history of
the wharf and potential public interest in the Project.

We do not consider you are functus officio and are therefore able to make a decision onthe
current application, because it is a new application that differs in scopefand,content from the
original application lodged in 2020. In particular, the Project scope now includes a dual lane
boat ramp and parking area for recreational users, and a publicly accessible rock groyne.
The applicant has also provided a more comprehensive effectsassessment which concludes
that the Project will not result in significant adverse environmental effects. Evidence has also
been provided of public consultation undertaken to date,\which could "assist«=a panel in
determining who might be appropriate to invite to commenti(under clause '17(8) of Schedule
6 of the FTCA) if the Project were referred.

We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis_.ofsthe application and this is presented
along with our recommendations in Table A.

We consider that the Project meets the eligibility criteria inssection 18(3) of the FTCA, and
the new Project scope and additional effects ahalysis andsypublic consultation undertaken by
the applicant potentially mitigates some, of the concerns you-had with the 2020 application.
We need to undertake further analysis before advisingwou'if we consider the project meets
the purpose of the FTCA, as required-by section18(2) of the FTCA.

We recommend you progress the application to the next stage of analysis (Stage 2) and
invite comments from Thames‘Coromandel District Council and Waikato Regional Council,
and specific Ministers. listed in section 21(6)wefthe FTCA, as well as the following parties:

Pare Hauraki Kaimoana (as they«'have a particular interest in activities which affect
aguaculture in the Firth of Thames)

Coromandel’ Marine Farmers "Association (as they have a particular interest in activities
which affeet aguaculture inithe\Firth of Thames)

the Minister.of Oceans.and Fisheries.

We, also recommend that you request further information from the Applicant and Thames
Coromandel District Council as detailed in Table A.

Statutory Frampework Summary

15,

16.

You 'must make decisions on this referral application jointly as parts of the Project will occur
in the CMA.

You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevant Ministers:

a. if you are satisfied the Project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (which include you being satisfied it meets the purpose of the FTCA) (see
sections 18(2) and 23(1) of the FTCA)



b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA).
17. If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person.

18. You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant Jocal
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see
section 22 of the FTCA).

Action Sought

19. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table"A,

Signatures

i

Stephanie Frame
Manager — Fast-track Consenting
Ministry for the Environment

A

Linda Kirk
RMA Manager
Department of Conservation



Table A: Stage 1 initial assessment of project eligibility — projects where the Minister for the Environment and Minister of Conservation are joint decision makers

Project to progress

Will the Project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]

the Project
site,
including an

d. depositing material on the
foreshore/seabed
e. constructing a seawall,

landscape and

natural character
effects given the
existing modified

comment if the
Project is referred
once we receive

» Waikato Regional Council

e Pare Hauraki Kaimoana

e Coromandel Marine Farmers
Association

Economic Effect on Likelihood Public benefit Potential for
benefits and social and project will [section 19(d)] | significant .
) ) Project eligible | costs for cultural progress faster adverse M',“'Ste
:"t)lglm Project description Il" ro:‘gct for referral? people or wellbeing of | under the environmental f Any other Recommendations Ls -
s el [section18(3)] | industries current and FTCA than effects, including | relevant matters sl
affected by future would greenhouse gas | [Section 49(f)] -
COVID-19 generations otherwise be emissions:
[section [section the case [section 19(e)]
19(a)] 19(b)] [section 19(c)]
Project The Project is to upgrade the The applicant Based on The applicant The Project The applicant Based on the The application An application for | a. Note that section 23(3) of the
name existing wharf facilities at Ariki | states that the | available estimates that | will provide for | considers that information indicates that the’, | an‘upgrade to FTCA permits you to decline the
Tahi (Sugarloaf Wharf) to Project will be | information at the Project will | the social and | the FTCA will provided by the | Project may result |, Ariki Tahi referral application without inviting
Ariki Tahi separate commercial and funded by a this stage, we directly cultural allow the Project | applicant we in the following Sugarloaf Wharf comments from the relevant local
(Sugarloaf recreational uses, cater for the | combination of | consider the contribute $42 | wellbeing of to progress consider thatthe | adverse effects: was received in authorities and any relevant
Wharf) projected increase in s 9(2)(b)(ii) Project is million per future approximately 6- | Project will » visual amenity, September 2020 Ministers.
Upgrade aquaculture production in the from the eligible for year to local generations as | 24 months faster | resultin public landscape and and was declined
Firth of Thames, and improve Provincial referral economies it will: than under benefit by: natural for referral at b. Note that you have not yet
Applicant resilience to extreme weather | Growth Fund because: through the e provide standard RMA & generating character stage one. The provided the application to, nor
and tidal events. The project ands9@2))ii) | e it does not facilitation and employment | processes due employment effects reasons for sought any comments on it from,
Ariki Tahi scope includes: from Waikato include any expansion of opportunities | to the likelihood e providing o traffic effects decline were the relevant local authorities or
Sugarloaf a anew access channel to Regional prohibited the e enable of notification infrastructure e noise effects potential public relevant Ministers but that you are
Limited allow larger vesseis alide | goci | RS | TR | Betecsto, | undordanterd” | imovd ) | coogieal | picationinthe | dewiine the appiiation under
c/- Mitchell access to the wharf Development include land Firth of and ‘ progess. economic ° ectsl CMA and the section 23(3) of the FTCA.
Daysh BeSErecialmed ares of Fund returned Thames and enjoyment employmént : c?fasta process consenting history
i . effects
. :gﬁ;)e(lmzii); efc?fn?ed by _ under a Treaty | will provide of, the CMA |‘We recommend and of the Prgiect. c. Note that sgction 21(3) of the
Location placing the ma'terial Tth? apt;r)]h(;atﬂt _settlement ?h80 2jobs ove; e enable ?he seeking enyironmental | The applicant :/r\:e crc:nsmer tth?rt] FTCi_A p;grmtlts yO: 'go f_c;rwar_v.t'it an
on dredged from the access | oaiapilty of | occurima | theProject | squeciirs, | Trames 1| Vincrease. | et appicationsuch | comments from, any other person
) : - occurina ‘ aquaculiure ames technical e)(perts ' h ’ .
reclaimed gg:&gﬁ' :::'r’gi: rr;?lvgtment Provincial customary construction. activities . | Coromandel productivity have been as the inclusion of _
land vested constructed on the seabed Growth marine title theFirth.of District Council « strengthening | engaged and a publicly d. Note that section 22 of the FTCA
in the Crown . . Funding ma This and Waikato i accessible ermits you to request further
under the ¢ Zteor:g'negir:gzgirr‘gcz:‘rz be at rigk if t¥1e :Etaeg{ed information miacmheasl:e Régional zggir;,mlc and ﬁzrr:pbls:icfi 2 groyne, boat ramp iF;\format?on from ?he applicant or
g:/larme and proviging for up to five consenting customary includes all 40% owned _L.Council on the resilience in technical and recreational relevant local authorities at any
oastaI'Area commercial vessel berths timeframe rights area jqbs both by iwi appropriateness terms of assessments and | Parking area _ time before you decide whether to
omaact | 0 tioseparseboatramps | Sones, | mcertne | SeSaptl, | groups T\ hofusmate | managingthe | considrshatany | S9oe M POt | acesptordecine an applcatn.
for recreational users, - P : adverse ; . .
2011 at 260 rotected by a 25-metre beyond 2021. Coastal Area areflikely tobe natural effects can be as a new Project e. Agree to progress the Ariki Tahi
'Ige Kdou_lr_na r:)ng groyney W (Takutai ::,ela.te::it tsvthe hazards and avoided, remedied | under the FTCA. ::’Sugartl?af Whgtrf) U;;gradT )
oad, Te e. upgrade of access from Te e Moana) Act roject. We effects of or mntngated by ) roject to our Stage 2 analysis.
Kouma K Road recommend 2011. recommend climate employing We consider there The Project warrants further Yes/No
. . . p::(?r]; a?eaas and thda(;_%(ou sleek thdadt_%{ou sleek change. industry best ;z puin<|:'inttt'arest in tanalyhs_is betct:]ause it has pfottr:ential
andnthe | associated infrastructure | {neomaton inforgatbl practice. Standard | However, we FTCA but we need to consider
- i techniques or =VEL
Project area for recreqtlclanalr‘gr;d d from the from the appropriate consider that the some matters further before
hmay nbot yet ;?)I;::Trz'ifelfs vehicles an agplict:?rr:t tahpplicanf:lt) on . conditions of FJ‘(\:: ;:(rocess Erp\gding you with a complete
alalc\:::eat::c(ia r; g akiosk and toilet facilities. ge?al:ls o? jogsnv%hicﬁrv;)ill resource consent. :t:keioﬁiyers rene
title following | The Project will involve Provincial directly result Based on the some opportunity | f. Agree to provide the application
vesting. We activities such as: Growth from the inf ti have their input by to, and invite comments from:
recor_’nmend a. reclaiming and/or draining Fundir)g Project. mr:\;::;:dlo?he providing written » the Ministers listed in section
seeking the foreshore and seabed | including gro'ect does not comment to an 21(6) of the FTCA
additional b. disturbing the foreshore whether it is raisje articular expert panel. We « the Minister of Oceans and Yes/No
information and seabed, including subject to any conc eF:n s will advise you Fisheries
from the dredging conditions. rearding benthic | Further on which « Thames Coromandel District
applicanton | c¢. removing material from the g[ 9 parties should be Council
the titles in foreshore and seabed ecology or invited to




Will the Project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]
Economic Effect on Likelihood Public benefit Potential for
benefits and social and project will [section 19(d)] | significant .
. . Project eligible | costs for cultural progress faster adverse M',"'Ste
:;g‘;gt Project description z:é?ﬁ; for referral? people or wellbeing of | under the environmental | Any other Recommendations L‘Z cisio
[section18(3)] industries current and FTCA than effects, including | relevant matters
affected by future would greenhouse gas [section 19(f)] ns
COVID-19 generations otherwise be emissions
[section [section the case [section 19(e)]
19(a)] 19(b)] [section 19(c)]
updated rock revetment, groyne and nature of the commentsfrom
scheme access ramps on the environment at the relevant local g. Agree to seek further information
plan. seabed the development authorities and from the applicant on the following
. earthworks on land site. Ministers: matters:
. constructing berthing, e job numbers
loading and storage Adverse effects of | The Project has a e consent triggers under the
infrastructure for construction on non-complying Operative Thames Coromandel | Yes/No
approximately 5 ecological values' |\activity status District Plan and Waikato
commercial vessels including marine under the Regional Plan
. constructing vehicle access mammals will Proposed Thames « how the Project will pass the
and parking areas likely be avoided, | Coromandel non-complying (s104(d)) tests in
constructing infrastructure or mitigated by District Plan and the RMA
for three waters services appropriate the Waikato « details of the Provincial Growth
discharging stormwater conditions-of Regional Coastal Funding
and contaminants to the consent. Plan. We e a more comprehensive plan of
CMA recommend that the project footprint detailing the
- occupying the coastal We note that you | you seek land status within it, the status
marine area with boat do not require a additional of any pending titles and
ramps, a groyne, seawall full Assessment of | information from whether there are any issues
and navigational Environmental the applicant on related to this that might delay
infrastructure Effects and how they expect the ability to lodge resource
undertaking dredging of the supporting the Project to consent applications in the
access channel from time evidence to make | pass the non- event the project is referred.
to time, on an on-going a referral decision, | complying tests in
basis and that a panel | $104D of the h. Agree to seek further information
- any other activities that will consider the RMA. from the Council on whether there
are: _ _ significance of ) are any parties with a greater
i. associated with the effects and We consider that interest in the Project site than the
activities described in appropriate the Project is not general public.
paragraphs a to n mitigation likely to be
ii. within the scope of the should the project | inconsistent with i. Sign the attached letters to Yes/No
Project as described be referred. the directive Ministers listed in section 21(6) of
above policies of the the FTCA and the Minister of
New Zealand Oceans and Fisheries.
Coastal Policy
Statement2010. | j Note that while awaiting these
comments and further information,
the Ministry for the Environment Yes/No
will, in consultation with the Office
of Maori Crown Relations — Te
Arawhiti, prepare a report for the
purpose of section 17 of the
FTCA.
Signed:
Hon David Parker Hon Kiritapu Allan
Minister for the Environment Date Minister of Conservation Date






