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FTC #87: Application for referred project under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Stage 1 decision 

Key Messages  

 

1. We seek your initial decisions on an application for referral to an expert consenting panel (a 
panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA) for the 
Browns Bay Road Apartments project (the Project), from Matvin Group Limited (Matvin). 

2. The Project is to demolish two existing dwellings and establish a residential development 
and associated facilities, that includes: 

a. four blocks up to six storeys (17 metres) high comprising approximately 51 one and 
two bedroom residential units 

b. semi basement and deck parking 

c. outdoor courtyard space and gardens    

d. associated infrastructure including vehicle access modifications.  

3. The Project is located at 201 and 203 Browns Bay Road, Auckland. 

4. The Project will involve activities such as:   

a. demolition of existing dwellings 

b. vegetation removal 

c. earthworks (including disturbance of contaminated land) 

d. groundwater takes, diversion and dewatering 

e. discharges of stormwater and contaminants to land 

f. construction of four blocks of residential units and associated facilities  

g. construction of associated infrastructure including parking areas, accessways, 
outdoor areas and three waters services 

h. landscaping (including planting) 

i. subdivision of land (including unit title subdivision) 

j. any other activities that are –  

i. associated with the activities described in ‘a’ to ‘i’ 

ii. within the Project scope.  

5. The Project will require land use and subdivision consents, and water permits under the 
Auckland Unitary Plan (AUP), and consent under the National Environmental Standard for 
Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health (NES-CS). 

6. The Project site is located in the Residential – Mixed Housing Urban Zone under the AUP. 
This zone seeks an urban built character of predominantly three storey buildings in a variety 
of forms surrounded by open space. The proposed buildings exceed zone standards relating 
to height (permitted 11 metres, proposed up to 17 metres) and the development exceeds the 
permitted density (three dwellings permitted per site, proposed approximately 51 dwellings), 
meaning it will require consent as a restricted discretionary activity.  

7. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the application, and this is presented 
along with our recommendations in Table A. 
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8. The Project meets all the eligibility criteria in section 18 of the FTCA, but more analysis is 
needed to confirm if it meets the purpose of the FTCA and to enable us to advise you on 
matters in section 23(5) which may influence your referral decision. 

9. We recommend you progress consideration of the application to the next stage of analysis 
(Stage 2) and invite comments from Auckland Council and specific Ministers listed in section 
21(6) of the FTCA. 

10. We recommend that you invite comments from the Associate Minister for the Environment 
(Urban Policy) as an additional Minister under section 21(6)(n) of the FTCA. 

11. We also recommend you request further information from the applicant and Auckland 
Council as detailed in Table A. 

 

Statutory Framework Summary 

 

12. You are the sole decision maker for referral of the Project as it will not occur in the coastal 
marine area. 

13. You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local 
authorities and any relevant Ministers: 

a. if you are satisfied the Project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the 
FTCA, (which include you being satisfied it meets the purpose of the FTCA) (see 
sections 18(2) and 23(1) of the FTCA) 

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA). 

14. If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:  

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local 
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA 

b. you may also provide the application to and invite comments from any other person. 

15. You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local 
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see 
section 22 of the FTCA). 

 

Action Sought

 

16. Please indicate your decision on the recommendations in Table A. 

 

 

Signature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stephanie Frame 
Manager – Fast Track Consenting 
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