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FTC #52: Application for referred project under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Joint Stage 1 decisions 

Key Messages  

 

1. We seek your joint initial decisions on an application for referral of the Oruku Landing project 
(the Project) to an expert consenting panel (a panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-
track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA), from Northland Development Corporation Limited. 

2. The Project is located at 44 Riverside Drive, Riverside, Whangārei. Parts of the Project will 
occur in the coastal marine area (CMA). 

3. The Project is to construct and operate a hotel and entertainment precinct in central 
Whangārei including: 

a. a multi-purpose conference and events centre incorporating a main hall/theatre, 
back of house facilities, cafe, meeting rooms and other associated facilities. The 
building will have a footprint of approximately 2946 square metres and a height of 
approximately 16.5 metres 

b. a hotel containing approximately 132 guest rooms, a restaurant, a bar and a 
swimming pool. The building will be approximately 22 metres high and will have a 
footprint of approximately 1621 square metres. At its southern end the building will 
be cantilevered over the CMA which requires coastal occupation rights. 

c. a mixed-use building approximately 18.5 metres high, incorporating approximately 
17 residential apartments, retail/commercial tenancies and a car park for 
approximately 190 cars. The building footprint will be approximately 2966 square 
metres.   

d. a marina in the Hātea River on the southern side of the site, which will provide for 
approximately 29 new berths and a ferry terminal. The works associated with the 
marina will require approximately 25,000 cubic metres of initial dredging to prepare 
the site. 

e. a wider section of the existing Hātea Loop walkway boardwalk, to be formed by 
partially cantilevering it over the CMA. 

4. The Project will involve activities such as the following: 

a. vegetation clearance, including removal of mangroves  

b. earthworks, including on contaminated land 

c. dredging in the CMA 

d. disposal of dredged material on land 

e. disturbance of the CMA associated with establishment of marina 

f. demolition of existing buildings and structures on land 

g. construction of buildings and structures on land and in the CMA 

h. occupation of the CMA with a marina 

i. discharge of stormwater and contaminants to the CMA 

j. construction of roading and walkway upgrades, parking facilities and signage. 

5. The Project will require land use consents, discharge and coastal permits under the 
Operative Whangarei District Plan, Decisions Version of the Whangarei District Plan, 
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Operative Northland Regional Coastal Plan, Operative Northland Regional Soil and Water 
Plan and Proposed Northland Regional Plan. 

6. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the application, and this is presented 
along with our recommendations in Table A. 

7. The Project meets all the eligibility criteria in section 18 of the FTCA, but more analysis is 
needed to confirm if it meets the purpose of the FTCA and to provide you with advice on the 
matters in section 23(5) which may influence your referral decision. 

8. We recommend you progress the application to the next stage of analysis (Stage 2) and 
invite comments from: 

a. Whangarei District Council and Northland Regional Council 

b. Ministers listed in section 21(6) of the FTCA 

c. Minister of Tourism  

d. Minister for Economic and Regional Development. 

 

Statutory Framework Summary 

 

9. You must make decisions on the referral of this Project jointly as parts of the Project will 
occur in the CMA. 

10. You may decline a referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local 
authorities and any relevant Ministers: 

a. if you are satisfied the Project does not meet referral criteria in section 18 of the 
FTCA, (which include you being satisfied the Project meets the purpose of the 
FTCA) (see sections 18(2) and 23(1) of the FTCA) 

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA). 

11. If you do not decline an application at this stage, section 21 of the FTCA: 

a. requires you to provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant 
local authorities and any relevant Ministers 

b. permits you to provide the application to, and invite comments, from any other 
person.  

12. You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local 
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept a referral application (see section 
22 of the FTCA).  
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Action Sought 

13. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A. 

 

Signatures 

 
 

 
 

Rebecca Perrett 
Acting Manager – Fast Track Consenting 
Ministry for the Environment 
 
 

 
 
Geoff Deavoll  
RMA Manager 
Department of Conservation 
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