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FTC #29: Application for referred projects under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Stage 1 decision to 3 
December 2020 
Key Messages  
1. We are seeking your decision on one application for referral of a project to an expert 

consenting panel under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the Act).  
The applicants are Hiringa Energy Limited and Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited. 

2. The application is for the ‘Kapuni Green Hydrogen Project’ to develop a renewable hydrogen 
hub at Kapuni, Taranaki. The project involves generation of renewable electricity from wind 
to provide baseload power to the existing Ballance Kapuni ammonia-urea manufacturing 
plant and to power the production of ‘green’ hydrogen from water via electrolysis.  Excess 
power generated will be exported to the local distribution network. 

3. The ‘green’ hydrogen that is produced will initially be used to produce ammonia and ‘green’ 
urea at the Ballance Kapuni plant and is proposed to transition over a 10-year period for use 
as a fuel for the transport sector (as the hydrogen market develops).  

4. The project includes construction, installation and operation of four 230-metre-high wind 
turbines and associated electricity infrastructure, an electrolysis plant and hydrogen 
production infrastructure, and hydrogen storage and loadout facilities.  

5. The application states that this will be the first project in New Zealand to couple wind 
generation integration with hydrogen production. 

6. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of this application and recommend you 
progress to the next stage. 

7. A summary of the analysis and our recommendation for the application is provided in Table 
A. You are the sole decision maker for this project as it is not in the Coastal Marine Area.  

8. Table B indicates how applications we have received for referred projects under the Act are 
advancing through the fast-track process. Table C indicates progress of Listed Projects 
received by the Environmental Protection Authority. We will continue to monitor and report 
progress to you. 

 

Action sought 
 

9. Please indicate your decision on the recommendation for the application listed in Table A. 
 
 

Signature 
 
 
 
 

Sara Clarke 
Manager 
Fast Track Consenting 
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