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FTC #35: Application for referred projects under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Stage 1 decision to 
23 December 2020 
Key Messages  

 
1. We are seeking your decision on two Stage 1 applications for referral of projects to an expert 

consenting panel (panel) under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 
(FTCA), for:  

• Faringdon South West and South East Development Project by Hughes Developments 
Limited, and  

• The New Dunedin Hospital - Whakatuputupu by the Minister of Health and the Ministry 
of Health. 

2. This briefing seeks your decision on providing the applications to, and inviting comments 
from, Ministers listed in section 21 (6) of the FTCA, relevant local authorities, Waka Kotahi 
NZ Transport Agency (for The New Dunedin Hospital - Whakatuputupu Project) and seeking 
further information from the applicants.  

Faringdon South West and South East Development Project 

3. Hughes Developments Limited has applied under section 20 of the FTCA, for the Faringdon 
South West and South East Development Project to be referred to a panel. This Project 
involves the following development in two blocks of land in Faringdon, Rolleston known as 
Faringdon South West (FSW) and Faringdon South East (FSE):  

• subdivision of land to develop between 864 and 1,153 lots  

• construction of up to 1,151 new residential units 

• construction of two commercial neighbourhood centres  

• construction of local infrastructure including reserves and a road network with pedestrian 
and cycle linkages.  

4. The Faringdon South West and South East Development Project is an extension of the 
existing Faringdon residential development undertaken by the applicant under the provisions 
of the Housing Accords and Special Housing Area Act (HAASHA). The applicant received 
the approval to proceed as a Special Housing Area in 2016.  

5. Rolleston is an area of Greater Christchurch which is experiencing high levels of housing 
growth and a projected land supply shortage. Chapter 6 of the operative Canterbury Regional 
Policy Statement (CRPS) currently limits the ability for Selwyn District Council to rezone 
additional land in Rolleston for housing and the same limitations apply to growth areas within 
the Waimakariri District. 

6. Councils’ within the Greater Christchurch area have undertaken a range of strategic planning 
work to plan for housing growth through the Greater Christchurch Partnership1. This strategic 
planning work is intended to inform a change to Chapter 6 of the operative CRPS (Recovery 
and rebuilding of Greater Christchurch) to identify new urban housing development areas in 
Rolleston, Rangiora and Kaiapoi. Once operative, it will enable District Councils to rezone 
land within these areas to meet shortfalls in housing capacity.  

 
1 The Greater Christchurch Partnership includes Environment Canterbury, Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, Canterbury District Health 
Board, Christchurch City Council, Waimakariri District Council, Selwyn District Council, Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency, 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet (Greater Christchurch Group). 
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7. You have previously given approval to use the Streamlined Planning Process to change 
Chapter 6 of the CRPS. This change in the CRPS has not yet been notified as further 
strategic work is being undertaken by the Greater Christchurch Partnership to enable 
consideration of the implications of the National Policy Statement on Urban Development 
2020.  

8. Hughes Developments Limited lodged a private plan change request (Plan Change 64) to 
rezone the subject site from Rural Inner Plains to Living Z zone in the Operative Selwyn 
District Plan. Four of the eleven submissions received on Plan Change 64, including a 
submission from the neighbouring Christchurch City Council, oppose the plan change. The 
site’s current rural zoning does not prohibit development of the site for urban purposes. 

9. We recommend that the Greater Christchurch Partnership partners are invited to comment 
on the application referral due to the collaborative nature of the strategic planning work to 
plan for growth in Greater Christchurch between the agencies and the scale of the proposed 
Faringdon South West and South East Development Project. 

The New Dunedin Hospital - Whakatuputupu Project 

10. The Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health have applied jointly under section 20 of the 
FTCA, for The New Dunedin Hospital - Whakatuputupu Project to be referred to a panel.  

11. This Project involves construction of the New Dunedin Hospital - Whakatuputupu, including: 

• inpatients and outpatients buildings (Cadbury and Wilsons Blocks) 

• a helipad 

• vehicle access and car parking 

• air bridges over St Andrew Street and Castle Street 

• construction dewatering and site preparation works including earthworks disturbing 
potentially contaminated soils 

• notice of requirement for a designation for the New Dunedin Hospital Ancillary Services 
Building (Bow Lane Block). 

12. The New Dunedin Hospital - Whakatuputupu Project also requires the following additional 
approvals: 

• archaeological authorities from Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (Heritage New 
Zealand) as the site is a brownfield site developed prior to 1900. These have been 
obtained for all works on the Wilsons Block and the Bow Lane Block and an application 
for the Cadbury Block has been lodged 

• approval from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) to construct and occupy land 
for air bridges over the State Highway designations for St Andrew Street (D465) and 
Castle Street (D453)  

• approval for temporary encroachment of roads under the Government Roading Powers 
Act 1989 during construction 

• trade waste consent from Dunedin City Council for construction dewatering discharge 

• an outline plan for the Dunedin Hospital Ancillary Services Building 

• building consents. 
Summary analysis 
13. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the applications and recommend you 

progress both Projects to the next stage. 
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14. A summary of the analysis and our recommendations for the applications is provided in Table 
A. You are the sole decision maker for these projects (these are not in the coastal marine 
area).  

15. Table B indicates how applications we have received for referred projects under the FTCA 
are advancing through the fast-track process. Table C indicates progress of Listed Projects 
received by the Environmental Protection Authority. We will continue to monitor and report 
progress to you. 

 

Action Sought
 

 

16. Please indicate your decision on the recommendations for the applications listed in Table A. 

 
Signature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madeleine Berry 
Acting Manager – Fast Track Consenting 
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