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Despite reasonable efforts, we are unable to locate eight of these documents potentially in scope of 
your request. Therefore, we have refused your request for these documents under section 18(e) of 
the Act as the document alleged to contain the information requested does not exist or, despite 
reasonable efforts to locate it, cannot be found. 

While your request also refers to policy documents related to wording changes from 1995 to 2001, 
it is worth noting that section 8 of the RMA was not subject to any changes since 1991. A search of 
our hard copy and electronic records has not returned any documents that relate to changes to 
section 8 in that date range. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decisions relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details 
can be found on their website at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   

Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment publishes 
responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly after the response 
has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Ministerial Services 
team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Jo Gascoigne 
Director, Natural and Built Systems 
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Document schedule 
 

Doc. 
no. 

Document 
date 

Content Decisions OIA 
sections 
applied 

1.  18 July 
1990 

Paper to Cabinet 
policy Committee 
from Chair, Select 
Committee on the 

Resource 
Management Bill 

(RMB): 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

2.  ca. 

30 July 
1990 

CAB (90) M 25/7 

RMB: Select 
Committee report 

back 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

3.  ca.  

1 August 
1990 

Attachment:  
Cabinet memo 

from Minister for 
State-Owned 
Enterprises 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

4.  Undated Attachment 

page 19 of the RM 
Bill 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

5.  ca. 

3 August 
1990 

POL (90) M 29/6 

Minutes: Cabinet 
Cttee meeting 1 

August. 

Resource 
Management Bill 

(RMB): Select 
Committee report 

back 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

6.  1 August 
1990 

Attachment to [3]  
POL (90) M29/6 

Memo to Cabinet 
from Ministers of 
SOE, Commerce 
& Conservation 

RMB: Select 
Committee report 

back 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

7.  ca. 

13 August 
1990 

CAB (90) M26/4b 

Minutes: Cabinet 
Meeting 6 August 

RMB: Select 
Committee report 

back 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 
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8.  9 
November 
1990 

CAB (90) 865 

Cabinet Paper 

RMB: Peer Group 
Review 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

9.  8 
November 
1990 

Attachment: 

Memo to Cabinet 
from Minister for 
the Environment 

RMB: Peer group 
Review 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

10.  8 
November 
1990 

Appendix to 5a 

Peer Group 
Review, including 

Terms of 
Reference 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

11.  ca. 
15 
November 
1990 

CAB (90) M 40/19 

Minutes: Cabinet 
meeting 12 
November 

RMB: Review 
Group. 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

12.  ca.  
22 
February 
1991 

CAB (91) M 6/4 

Minutes: Cabinet 
meeting 18 
February 

RMB: Review 
Group. 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

13.  15 March 
1991 

ENV (91) 4 

Cabinet Cttee 
Paper 

RMB: Review 
Group’s 

Recommendations 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

14.  14 March 
1991 

Attachment: paper 

RMB: Review 
Group 

Recommendations 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

15.  14 March 
1991 

Attachment: paper 
to Cabinet (ENV) 

Cttee from the 
Minister for the 
Environment 

Re: RMB 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

16.  15 March 
1991 

Attachment: paper 
to Cabinet from 

the Minister for the 
Environment 

RMB: Report of 
the Review Group 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 
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17.  ca. 21 
March 
1991 

ENV (91) M 3/1 

Minutes: Cabinet 
Cttee meeting 19 

March 

RMB: Review 
Group’s 

Recommendations 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

18.  22 March 
1991 

ENV (91) 6 

Cabinet ENV 
Cttee Paper 

RMB: Review 
Group’s 

Recommendations 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

19.  ca. 28 
March 
1991 

ENV (91) M 4/3 

Minutes: Cabinet 
Cttee meeting 26 

March 

RMB: Review 
Group’s 

Recommendations 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

20.  ca. 2 May 
1991 

LEG (91) M 10/3 

Minutes of Cabinet 
Cttee, 2 May 

Supplementary 
Order 

Paper(SOP): RMB 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

21.  3 May 
1991 

PCO 18/7 

Cabinet paper 

SOP: RMB 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

22.  30 April 
1991 

Attachment to 
PCO 18/7 

Memo for Cabinet 
from the Minister 

for the 
Environment 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

23.  2 May 
1991 

Attachment to  
PCO 18/7 

draft SOP 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://environment.govt.nz/node/27079/ 

Section 
18(d) 

 

24.  31 July 
1990 

POL 14/1/1  
Letter from 

Minister of Maori 
Affairs, Koro 

Wetere to 
Chairman, Cabinet 

legislation 
Committee, 

Manatu Māori 

Refused Section 
18(e) Rele
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25.  6 August 
1990 

CAB (90) M26/6  
Minutes, Cabinet 
memo (Cabinet 
agrees the Bill 

should include a 
reference to the 

Treaty) 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

26.  18 
February 
1991 

CAB (91) 72 
Resource 

Management 
Bill:  Review 

Group 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

27.  18 
February 
1991 

CAB (91) M 6/4  
Resource 

Management 
Bill:  Review 

Group (appendix 
B) 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

28.  17 June 
1991 

CAB (91) 464  
Resource 

Management 
Bill:  Policy 

Decisions Arising 
from SOP 22 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

29.  17 June 
1991 

CAB (91) M 23/34 
Resource 

Management 
Bill:  Policy 

Decisions Arising 
from SOP 22 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

30.  24 June 
1991 

CAB (91) M 24/48 
Additional 

Item:  Resource 
Management 
Bill:  Policy 

Decisions Arising 
from 

Supplementary 
Order Paper 22 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

31.  1990-1991 ALG 1990-1991 
register of 
documents 

Refused Section 
18(e) 

32.  1 June 
1990 

Departmental 
Report on 
Resource 

Management Bill  

Refused 

Information was released and publicly available at the 
time. 

Relevant extracts provided in Attachment 1 

Full document can be accessed through: 

Parliamentary.Information@parliament.govt.nz 

Section 
18(d) 

33.  1990  Reported Back 
Resource 

Management Bill  

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

http://www.nzlii.org/nz/legis/hist bill/rmb19902242210/ 

Section 
18(d) 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



 

 
 

  

 

34.  August 
1990  

Select Committee 
Report on 
Resource 

Management Bill  

Refused 

Information was released and publicly available at the 
time. 

Relevant extracts provided in Attachment 1. 

Full document can be accessed through: 

https://archives.govt.nz/search-the-archive/ask-an-
archivist 

Section 
18(d) 

35.  1990 Review Group 
Discussion 
Document 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://tinyurl.com/2rh6cj6t 

 

Section 
18(d) 

36.  1991 Review Group 
Report 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://tinyurl.com/2rh6cj6t 

 

Section 
18(d) 

37.  1991 Supplementary 
Order Paper No 

22 

Refused 

Information can be found here: 

https://tinyurl.com/ye7n8udz 

 

Section 
18(d) 

38.  18 June 
1991 

Departmental 
Report on 

Supplementary 
Order Paper No 

22 

Refused 

Information was released and publicly available at the 
time. 

Relevant extracts provided in Attachment 1. 

Full document can be accessed through: 

Parliamentary.Information@parliament.govt.nz 

Section 
18(d) 

39.  1991 Select Committee 
Report on SOP 22 

Refused 

Information was released and publicly available at the 
time. 

Relevant extracts provided in Attachment 1. 

Full document can be accessed through: 

https://archives.govt.nz/search-the-archive/ask-an-
archivist 

Section 
18(d) 
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- the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values;
- the intrinsic values of ecosystems;
- the recognition and protection of the heritage value of sites,

buildings places or areas;
- any finite characteristics of natural and physical resources; and
- kaitiakitanga.

Trade competition 

14. New clause 6A aims to prevent persons exercising functions and
powers under the Act taking into account the adverse effects of
trade competition. This new clause has two objectives. Firstly, it is
intended to signal to resource managers that the legislation is not
intended to be used as a means of econor;nic licensing. Secondly, it
aims to avoid the resource management process being misused by
trade competitors. · · 

The Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi) 

15. New clause 68 provides that the Treaty clause refers simply to the
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti O Waitangi), rather than
referring to the special relationship between the Crown and te iwi
Maori. In addition, clause 356(a) allows for the Planning Tribunal to
make a declaration as to the nature and extent of the obligations
under clause 68. A definition of the phrase "Treaty of Waitangi (Te
Tiriti O Waitangi)" is included in clause 2.

National environmental standards 

16. New clauses 408 and 40G allow for regulations, to be called national
environmental standards, to be made to prescribe technical stan­
dards relating to noise, water, air and soil quality. Such regulations
were previously provided for in clause 390. Clause 40C requires the
Minister to give the public adequate time and opportunity to com­
ment, and to · publish a report or recommendation before making
recommendations for such regulations to be made.

Best practicable option. 

17. The SOP makes a number of changes concerning best practicable
option. This term means in relation to a discharge of a contaminant
or an emission of noise, the best method for preventing or. minimis­
ing the adverse effects on the environment having regard amongst
other things to certain conditions. These conditions are t�e nature
of the discharge or emission and the sensitivity of the receiving
environment to adverse effects, the additional .costs to the person
discharging the contaminant or emitting the noise weighed against
the additional benefits to the environment of that option, when com­
pared to the additional costs and benefits of some other option, and
the current state of technical knowledge and the likelihood that the
option can be successfully applied.

Document 39
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(a) kaitiakitanga;
(b) the efficient use and development of natural and physi­

cal resources;

(c) an appropriate balance between the public interest in
achieving the purpose of this Act and any private
interests in the reasonable use of private or· public
property;

(d) the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values;

(e) the intrinsic values of ecosystems;
(f) the _recognition and protection of the heritage values of

sites, buildings, places or areas;

(g) the maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the
environment;

(h) any finite characteristics of natural and physical
resources; and

(i) the protection of the habitat of trout and salmon.

Clause GA-Adverse effects of trade competition not to be taken 
into account 

60. This clause proved confusing and open to multiple interpretation by
submissioners. Opinion was divided amongst the majority of sub­
missioners as to whether it should be deleted because of its unin­
tended consequences or whether it should be left because it would
have no effect at all.

61 . The committee in making its recommendation took into account that 
the basic idea behind the clause was that environmental concerns 
should not be used as an economic licensing system. However, the 
members remain concerned that the wording is open to misinterpre­
tation. The suggestion of placing the clause as a subclause of 
clause 89 is not considered to resolve the problem of 
misinterpretation. 

The committee recommends that clause 6A be omitted. 

Clause 6B-Treaty of Waitangi 

62. The committee discussed the wording of this clause. The opposition
members note their concern with the wording of this clause and
believe that other wording might be more appropriate.

The majority of the committee recommends that no change be
made.

PART Ill 

DUTIES AND RESTRICTIONS UNDER THIS ACT 

Clause 1 OA-Restrictions on certain uses of lake and river beds 
and other land 
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However, the committee recommends that a number of the 
amendments to Part IX proposed in the SOP require changes 
to clarify their meaning. 

Clause 202-lnterpretation 

"Constable" 

The committee recommends that, because there is no refe­
rence to the word "constable" in either Parts IX or XIV, this 
definition is therefore superfluous, and it should be omitted. 

"Mineral" 

107. The committee expressed concern that organic minerals could be
excluded from the definition by the words "a naturally occurring
inorganic substance". However, it was advised that organic miner­
als were covered by the term fuel minerals.

No change to the definition is recommended.

Clause 202B-Treaty of Waitangi 

108. The difference in wording between this clause and clause 68 drew
comment.

109. The majority of the committee believes that the role of the Treaty of
Waitangi (Te Tiriti O Waitangi) in a market environment is different
from the role under a regulatory environment such as that pro­
posed by the Resource Management Bill.

By majority, the committee recommends that no change be
made.

Clause 211-Protection of sensitive information 

110. The committee agrees with submissioners that it would be more
technically correct to replace the words "to avoid the location of
waahi tapu" with "to_avoid the disclosure of the location of waahi
tapu".

The committee recommends that this amendment be made.

Clause 238-Revocation of permit 
The committee recommends that clause 238 (7) be re-worded 
as follows: 
"(7) The revocation of a permit or the transfer of a permit to 
the Minister under this section shall not release the permit 
hoider from any liability in respect of: 

(a) A permit, or condition thereof up to the date of revoca­
tion or transfer: and
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