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FTC #199: Application for referred project under the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 – Joint Stage 1 decisions 
Key messages 

1. This briefing seeks your joint initial decisions on an application from The New Zealand
Institute for Plant and Food Research Limited to refer the Reimagining Aquaculture – Trials
of Novel Aquaculture Structures Project (project) to an expert consenting panel (panel) under
the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA).

2. The project is to install aquaculture structures and conduct trials involving fish in Tasman
Bay approximately 6 kilometres to the west of Sauvage Point, D’Urville Island covering an
area of approximately 3.6 hectares, located within the boundary of a consented 450-hectare
marine farm1.

3. The project will occur wholly in the coastal marine area (CMA)2.
4. The trials have four phases. Phase 1, involving physical trials of fish enclosures only (i.e.,

without live fish) is consented and underway in different locations within the coastal waters
of Nelson City. This project involves Phases 2 to 4 that will test the physical suitability of the
enclosures in an exposed environment with fish present.

5. The objective of the trials is to develop an open ocean aquaculture system that is designed
for New Zealand’s conditions. The project is funded by the Ministry of Business, Innovation
and Employment’s (MBIE) Endeavour Fund and Strategic Science Investment Fund.

6. The project will require coastal permit under the Marlborough Sounds Resource
Management Plan (MSRMP). The proposed activities would have overall non-complying
activity status due to the project being defined as a marine farm in the MSRMP.

7. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the referral application, and this is
presented along with our recommendations in Table A.

8. The project meets all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, but more analysis is
needed before we can advise you if it meets the purpose of the FTCA (thus satisfying section
18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on the matters in section 23(5) which may influence your
referral decision.

9. We recommend you progress consideration of the application to the next stage of analysis
(Stage 2) and invite comments from Marlborough District Council and specific Ministers listed
in section 21(6) of the FTCA.

10. We recommend that you invite comments from Minister for Oceans and Fisheries as an
additional Minister under section 21(6)(n) of the FTCA, and Marlborough Harbourmaster as
an additional party under section 21(3) of the FTCA.

11. We also recommend that you request further information from the applicant as detailed in

1 Resource Consent U000361 issued to Wakatū Incorporation by Marlborough District Council  
2 The Coastal Marine Area is defined in the Resource Management Act 1991 and includes the foreshore, 
seabed, and coastal water, and the air space above the water - 
(a) of which the seaward boundary is the outer limits of the territorial sea
(b) of which the landward boundary is the line of mean high water springs, except that where that line crosses
a river, the landward boundary at that point shall whichever is the lesser of -

(i) 1 kilometre upstream from the mouth of the river; or
(ii) the point upstream that is calculated by multiplying the width of the river mouth by 5.
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Table A. 

Statutory framework summary 

12. You must make decisions on the referral application jointly as all parts of the project will
occur in the CMA.

13. You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevant Ministers:

a. if you are satisfied the project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2)
and 23(1) of the FTCA)

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA).
14. If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person.
15. You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local

authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see
section 22 of the FTCA).

Action sought

16. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A.

Signatures

Madeleine Berry 
Acting Manager – Fast-track Consenting 
Ministry for the Environment 

Trevor Ellis 
RM Regulatory Delivery Manager 
Department of Conservation 








