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FTC#148: Application for referred project under the COVID-19
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 — Stage 1 decisions

Key messages

1. This briefing seeks your initial decisions on an application from The Cardrona Cattle
Company Limited to refer The Yards Project (project) to an expert consenting panel (panel)
under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA).

2. The project is to subdivide a 37.3 hectare site at 186 Victoria Flats Road, Gibbston, Otago,
to create approximately 59 lots and to develop those lots for a range of rural industrial,
industrial and service activities. The project will include:

a. construction and operation of a storage facility involving approximately 338 storage
units and associated facilities

b. construction and operation of a resource recovery park including recycling centre,
demolition yard and building materials recycling and resales yard, by parties other
than the applicant

c. construction of buildings with a ground floor area of up to 600 square metres per lot
and a maximum height of 8 metres, on approximately 50 of the lots, and associated
operation of rural industrial, industrial and service activities, by parties other than the
applicant

d. construction of supporting infrastructure including vehicle accessways, utility services
and three-waters services.

3. The project will require subdivision and land use consents under the Proposed and Operative
Queenstown Lakes District Plans, discharge and water permits under the Regional Plan:
Water for Otago, and resource consents under the Resource Management (National
Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020 (NES-F) and Resource
Management (National Environmental Standards for Assessing and Managing
Contaminants in Soils to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 (NES-CS).

4. The project site is in the Rural and Gibbston Character zones under the Operative and
Proposed Queenstown Lakes District Plans, and the project has non-complying activity
status because it involves undertaking industrial activities in these two zones.

5. The applicant has lodged a resource consent application for the storage facility with
Queenstown Lakes District Council (QLDC). This was publicly notified and five submissions
were received: one in opposition and four seeking changes to the application. The applicant
advises that they have resolved the issues with the submitters seeking changes and
anticipate reaching a solution with the submitter in opposition. A hearing has not yet been
held or scheduled. The applicant will withdraw this consent application if this project is
referred. We note that this consent only relates to the storage facility and does not cover the
rest of the project.

6. We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the referral application and this is
presented along with our recommendations in Table A.

7. The project meets all of the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, but more analysis
is needed before we can advise you if it meets the purpose of the FTCA (thus satisfying
section 18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on matters in section 23(5) which may influence
your referral decision.

8. We recommend you progress consideration of the application to the next stage of analysis
(Stage 2) and invite comments from Queenstown Lakes District Council, Otago Regional



10.

Council and specific Ministers listed in section 21(6) of the FTCA.

We recommend that you invite comments from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency and
Transpower New Zealand Limited as additional parties under section 21(3) of the FTCA.

We also recommend you request further information from the applicant as detailed in Table
A.

Statutory framework summary

11.

12.

13.

14.

You are the sole decision maker for the referral application as the project will not occur in
the coastal marine area.

You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevant Ministers:

a. if you are satisfied the project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2)
and 23(1) of the FTCA)

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA).
If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person.

You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see
section 22 of the FTCA).

Action sought

15.

Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A.
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Madeleine Berry
Acting Manager — Fast-track Consenting



Table A: Stage 1 initial assessment of project eligibility — projects where the Minister for the Environment is the only decision maker
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Will project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]
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Standards for Assessing
and Managing
Contaminants in Soils to
Protect Human Health)
Regulations 2011 (NES-
CS).

aspect of the
project. We
recommend that
you seek
additional
information from
the applicant on
how many FTE
jobs will be
created during
construction of
the storage
facility.

included within the
project site and the
ownership of that
land.

h. Sign the attached letters to
Ministers.

i. Note that while awaiting comments
from invited parties and further
information, the Ministry for the
Environment will, in consultation
with the Office of Maori Crown
Relations — Te Arawhiti, prepare a
report for the purpose of section 17
of the FTCA.

Signed:

Hon David Parker

Minister for the Environment

Date:
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