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FTC#129: Application for referred project under the COVID-19
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 — Stage 1 decisions

Key messages

1.

10.

This briefing seeks your initial decisions on an application from MFC Development Limited
Partnership to refer the Jervois Quay Project (project) to an expert consenting panel (panel)
under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 (the FTCA).

The project is to construct an eight-storey mixed-use building up to 39 metres high, which
will provide for educational and cultural activities, and retail and commercial (offices)
tenancies. The building will include a plant room on the roof of the eighth storey, and a
laneway providing for through-site pedestrian access. The project also involves demolition
of an overbridge across Wakefield Street.

The project site is located at the corner of Jervois Quay and Wakefield Street, Wellington. It
is part of the Wellington City Council-owned area bounded by Jervois Quay, and Wakefield,
Victoria and Harris Streets, which contains significant civic structures including the
Wellington Central Library/Te Matapihi, Town Hall, City Gallery and the Michael Fowler
Centre. The site used to be used as a car park for patrons of the Michael Fowler Centre,
and currently, most of the project site is occupied by a temporary building used by the Royal
New Zealand Ballet. The site is to remain in council ownership and will be leased by the
applicant.

The project involves activities such as the removal or demolition of an existing building and
structures, construction of an eight-storey building (plus plant room) and associated
infrastructure, earthworks (including disturbing contaminated soils), take, diversion and
discharge of groundwater, discharge of stormwater and contaminants to land, and
landscaping.

The project requires land use consents under the Wellington City District Plan (WCDP), water
and discharge permits under the Proposed Natural Resources Plan for the Wellington
Region and the Wellington Regional Plan for Discharges to Land, and land use consent
under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Assessing and
Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 (NES-CS). The
applicant lodged a resource consent application for the project with Wellington City Council
on 3 March 2022. The council has yet to make a decision on notification.

The project is located in the Central Area zone and the Civic Centre Heritage Area in the
WCDP. The project has overall discretionary activity status owing to the proposed new
building exceeding the maximum height standard for the heritage area by approximately 12
metres.

We have undertaken an initial (Stage 1) analysis of the referral application and this is
presented along with our recommendations in Table A.

The project meets all the eligibility criteria in section 18(3) of the FTCA, but more analysis is
needed before we can advise you if it meets the purpose of the FTCA (thus satisfying section
18(2) of the FTCA) and advise you on matters in section 23(5) which may influence your
referral decision.

We recommend you progress consideration of the application to the next stage of analysis
(Stage 2) and invite comments from Wellington City Council, Greater Wellington Regional
Council and specific Ministers listed in section 21(6) of the FTCA.

We recommend that you invite comments from Wellington Water because of the potential
impact on surrounding three waters infrastructure, and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere



Taonga as the project is in an identified heritage area, with a number of significant heritage
structures in the surrounding area, as additional parties under section 21(3) of the FTCA.

Statutory framework summary

11.

12.

13.

14.

You are the sole decision maker for the referral application as the project will not occur in
the coastal marine area.

You may decline the referral application before seeking comments from the relevant local
authorities and any relevant Ministers:

a. if you are satisfied the project does not meet the referral criteria in section 18 of the
FTCA, (which include helping to achieve the purpose of the FTCA) (see sections 18(2)
and 23(1) of the FTCA)

b. for any other reason (see section 23(2) of the FTCA).
If you do not decline the referral application at this stage:

a. you must provide the application to, and invite comments from, the relevant local
authorities and the relevant Ministers prescribed by section 21(6) of the FTCA

b. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person.

You are also able to request further information from the applicant or any relevant local
authority at any time before you decide to decline or accept the referral application (see
section 22 of the FTCA).

Action sought

15.

Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A.

Signature

Stephanie Frame
Manager — Fast-track Consenting



Table A: Stage 1 initial assessment of project eligibility — projects where the Minister for the Environment is the only decision maker
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Will project help to achieve the purpose of the FTCA? [section 18(2)]
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Management . jobs will be Ministers.
(National ability t.° fund created by the
Environmental the project at project. Note that while awaiting
Standards for this time. comments from invited parties
Assessing and and further information, the
Managing Ministry for the Environment will,

Contaminants in
Soil to Protect
Human Health)
Regulations 2011
(NES-CS). The
applicant lodged a
resource consent
application for the
project with
Wellington City
Council on 3 March
2022. The council
has yet to make a
decision on
notification.

in consultation with the Office of
Maori Crown Relations — Te
Arawhiti, prepare a report for the
purpose of section 17 of the
FTCA.

Signed:

Hon David Parker

Minister for the Environment

Date:






