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12. I also met with Shane Rattenbury, ACT Minister for Climate Change and
Sustainability. He is very focused on fostering sustainable low-carbon energy for
ACT.

• The state is driving practical innovation through local procurement and
partnerships with the Australian National University and power companies.
Their initiatives include developing hydrogen as a ‘battery’ to store surplus
solar or wind energy which can both be used domestically and exported; 20
new hydrogen vehicles for the city fleet; phasing out natural gas and using
the gas network to store surplus hydrogen; a target for 600-700 electric
vehicles by 2020 in ACT; lengthening the turnover for ACT government
electric vehicles to five years so that the savings in petrol purchase can be
better realised; and requirements that all new multi-apartment units in ACT
install electric vehicle chargers for the residents.

• ACT’s Energy Efficiency Improvement Scheme requires energy companies
to reduce emissions by a certain percent, or face a penalty. This drives
energy-efficient technology rollouts to customers that can benefit them
through savings of around $250 each per year.  In the waste to energy
area, they are keen to make a clear distinction between biogas (good) and
incineration (pollution and resource loss issues).

13. In Canberra I met with Brooke Donnelly, CEO of the Australian Packaging
Covenant Organisation (APCO). This was an opportunity to learn about Australia’s
national co-regulation scheme for packaging.

• Liable packaging entities must join the Covenant and engage in reporting or
be subject to State regulation. APCO is now fully funded by industry, with
over 1,400 members (representing 153 Australian Industry Codes).
Membership fees are set by assessing total annual turnover in 12
categories. They find best value in working with their ‘Tier 1’ (larger)
companies, as other companies tend to follow.

• Members report on 13 criteria, to create a ‘spider diagram’ depicting their
strengths and weaknesses. APCO offers members advice on how to
improve. They aggregate data by sector, and then report back to
government. There is much competition between members, which helps
drive innovation. APCO also offer two tools free to members; a voluntary
recycling label, and a packaging design tool – these aim to improve
material circularity.

14. Unfortunately two scheduled meetings were cancelled due to urgency being taken
in the Australian Parliament. These meetings would have been with Senator Di
Natale, Leader of the Australian Greens; and Hon Tony Burke MP, Shadow
Minister for Environment and Water.

15. I wish to acknowledge the support provided by officials at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and the Ministry for the Environment.

Proactive release 
I propose to release the paper within the required 30 business days. 
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Recommendation 
I recommend that Cabinet note this report. 

Authorised for lodgement. 

Hon Eugenie Sage 
Associate Minister for the Environment 
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I N  C O N F I D E N C E
CAB-19-MIN-0157 

Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Eugenie Sage 

Portfolio Associate Environment

On 15 April 2019, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Eugenie Sage under CAB-19-SUB-0157 on 
her travel, from 6 to 7 December 2018, to Canberra, Australia, to attend the 8th Meeting of 
Environment Ministers, and conduct bilateral meetings.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Eugenie Sage
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