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2. Actions and decisions

2.1. Additional Select Committee Annual Review Questions 

On 22 February the Ministry appeared before the Environment Select Committee at our 
Annual Review hearing.  On 26 February we were issued with 15 additional questions, 
further to those we copied to your office on 20 February. 

Unlike the standard annual review questions which focus on the 2016-17 financial year, 
the additional questions address our current and forthcoming work programme (a full list 
can be found attached to this report – Appendix 1.). 

Because many of these relate to current work you have commissioned we will share 
these with you for comment.  The deadline we have been given by the Select 
Committee is tight. 

We propose to provide you with the draft responses on 5 March for your office’s 
comment no later than midday 7 March. 

3. Updates for noting

3.1. CCC Request to Revoke the Christchurch Order in Council

DPMC officials have suggested to the Minister for Greater Christchurch Regeneration 
that she consult with you on Christchurch City Council’s (CCC) request to have the 
Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement District Plan) Order in Council 2014 
(the OiC) revoked.  

CCC considers that the OiC has served its purpose (of enabling a streamlined plan 
review process) and is now preventing the use of normal RMA Schedule 1 processes, 
to make necessary corrections and updates to the plan. 

If the GCR Minister agrees to consider the CCC request, then the statutory process for 
deciding whether to revoke the OiC under the Greater Christchurch Regeneration Act 
will begin. This involves consultation with the strategic partners (s 148), potentially 
followed by Cabinet and Executive Council approval for any Ministerial recommendation 
to the Governor General to sign a new Order revoking the OiC. We will provide you with 
advice in relation to this consultation.  

3.2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.3.  
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3.4. Letter from the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment 

On 22 February 2018, Simon Upton wrote to Vicky Robertson and Liz McPherson to 
provide commentary on Our Atmosphere and Climate 2017 and to outline the 
Commissioner’s general approach to his commentary role.  

The Commissioner agrees with the previous PCE’s recommendation, that the 
environmental reporting system be reviewed and suggests that the review would be 
best conducted in 2019, after the synthesis report is released. To support this review, 
the Commissioner intends to produce an assessment of the reporting system, and in 
the meantime, will continue to comment on domain reports as they are produced. 

The Commissioner says that “the report generally performs well”, and notes that there 
are some areas of the report where more information could be required, such as the 
section on New Zealand’s domestic emissions. The Commissioner also makes three 
recommendations for MfE and Statistics NZ based on his assessment: 

1. Develop criteria for the selection of social and economic pressure indicators and
include them in the Good Practice Guide for Environmental Reporting. 

2. Develop principles and guidance for when existing models can be drawn upon,
and when models or other analyses will be commissioned as part of environmental 
reporting and include these in the Good Practice Guide for Environmental Reporting. 

3. Ensure that science-based performance indicators are used in preference to
policy-based indicators, and protocols are developed to deal with the effects of changes 
in threshold levels or calculation methods, to ensure continuity and consistency of the 
indicator. 

The Ministry is working on a response to this letter and will address these points raised. 

4. Update from the EPA

4.1. Extension of Time for Submissions on Te Waikoropupu Springs Water 
Conservation Order 

At the request of the Mayor of Tasman District Council, the Special Tribunal for the Te 
Waikoropupu Springs Water Conservation Order application has granted a two week 
extension of time for submissions from the public. The public now have until 14 March 
2018 to make a submission on the application. The time extension will enable those 
persons adversely affected by cyclone Gita to still have the opportunity to make a 
submission on this application. 
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Urban Growth Agenda CBC This paper will outline the objectives 
and approach to implementing the 
Urban Growth Agenda. 

Due to you: 
29 March 
Due to lodge: 
12 April 
Due to Cabinet 
Business Committee: 
17 April 
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Are there individuals contracted by the 
Forum to do work for it but paid for by the 
ministry? 

How much have these individuals been 
paid? 

I understand one of the individuals is 
Willie Te Aho…is this correct? How much 
has he been paid? 

What work has he been completed? 

Can this data be broken down by 
year…going back five years please? 

Would someone be able to call me about 
whether these questions are able to be 
answered by February 1? 

I'd like to please be sent a copy of the 
contract awarded by the Ministry for the 
Environment to Waste Management New 
Zealand under the Waste Minimisation 
Fund, as listed here: 
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/more/funding/wast
e-minimisation-fund/profiles-of-funded-
projects/tackling-problem-of-used-tyres-
new

It would be helpful to be sent any 
additional documents (via email) that the 
Ministry can give me regarding its 
contracts or business relationship with 
Waste Management New Zealand 
regarding tackling the problem of used 
tyres and waste minimisation.” 

 

Fairfax Media 

18-D-00097 26 February 

A copy of the legal opinion the EPA had 
done on waste oil. 

 
Salters Cartage Ltd 

18-D-00233 2 March 

I request a PDF copy of any advice you 
provided to your minister in the life of the 
last parliament on the economic cost of 
climate change as measured as a 
percentage of GDP both in New Zealand 
and globally. 

 
Social 
Media/Taxpayers 
Union 

18-D-00214 5 March 

1.a breakdown of all costs incurred by the
Ministry in relation to Ms Richardson’s
“handover” (including any koha in relation
to the Powhiri);

2.a list of attendees of the “handover”;

3.what precisely the “handover” consisted
of;

4.all communications between the Council
and the Ministry in relation to organising
the “handover”

5.whether these events are usual practise
at the Ministry.
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Appendix 1 - Additional Select Committee Annual Review 
Questions 

107. We note the Auditor-General has recommended improvements to the Ministry
for the Environment’s management control environment, financial information
systems and controls, and service performance information and associated systems
and controls.

What action has been taken or is planned to address these recommendations? 

108. The Committee notes that the Ministry is reviewing the New Zealand Emissions
Trading Scheme to ensure it contributes effectively towards meeting New Zealand’s
climate change targets agreed to under the Paris Agreement.

What are the timelines for and what progress has been made in the Ministry’s review 
of the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme?  

109. The Committee notes that the Ministry has identified “supporting resilient
communities through climate change adaptation” as one of three priority policy areas
for the Ministry in the immediate future.

What work programmes does the Ministry have in place, and how is the Ministry 
working with other agencies to give effect to this priority policy area?  

110. The Committee notes that the Ministry is working across government agencies
to establish a “transition hub” to provide advice on how New Zealand can transition
to a low emissions economy.

What progress has been made in establishing a climate change “transition hub”? 

111. The Committee notes that the Ministry has completed a review of the progress
that each regional council has made to implement the National Policy Statement for
Freshwater Management.

What does the review of the implementation of the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management tell us about the progress regional councils are making in 
implementing the NPS and the key issues councils are facing in the implementation 
of the NPS?  

112. The Committee notes that the Ministry is focussing on supporting good
management practice in the urban and rural sectors to support improvements in
freshwater quality.

How is the Ministry supporting good management practice in the urban and rural 
sectors to support improvements in freshwater quality?  

What impacts is the Ministry seeking to achieve through this work? 
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113. The Committee notes that the Ministry has started work on developing a better
allocation system for freshwater

What is the Ministry’s work programme and timing for advice to Government on 
developing a better allocation system for freshwater?  

114. The Committee notes that the Ministry has already invested around $350
million in water clean-up and will invest another $100 million over 10 years.

How are the impacts from these investments measured? 

What reporting is required from the organisations who receive funding for water 
clean-up activities?  

115. The Committee notes that the National Policy Statement on Urban
Development Capacity has been in effect for over a year.

Could you please update the Committee on the progress that councils have made in 
achieving the targets set in the National Policy Statement on Urban Development 
Capacity?  

116. The Committee understands that the Ministry has a priority policy area of
“developing fit-for-purpose systems and incentives to ensure liveable cities for the
future”.

What is the Ministry’s work programme to give effect to this priority? 

117. The Committee notes that the Ministry will be taking a different approach to
delivering its strategy through to 2021 focussing on taking a “policy plus” and
“partnering with purpose” approach.

What actions is the Ministry taking to ensure that it can deliver on this new model of 
working, including the establishment of any business systems required and staff 
capability building?  

118. Please provide an update on the National Policy Statements and National
Environmental Standards that are currently under development.

119. Please provide an update on the Ministry’s work on climate change adaption.

120. Please provide an update on MfE’s work in decommissioning oil and gas
structures in New Zealand’s EEZ.

121. Please provide an update on the Havelock North water inquiry.
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consultation was the terms of reference for the climate change public sector board of 
Chief Executives (CE Board) and terms of reference for the Interim Climate Change 
Committee.  

1.2. Urban 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Actions and decisions 

2.1. Meeting of the Environment Ministers, Friday 27 April 2018, Melbourne, Australia 

The seventh Meeting of the Australian Environment Ministers (MEM) has been 
rescheduled to 27 April in Melbourne, Australia.  The MEM was originally scheduled for 
15 December 2017 (2017-B-03944), and at the time you transferred your invitation to 
Minister Sage.  

The MEM is a convenient opportunity to meet and interact with Ministerial counterparts, 
discuss environmental issues of mutual importance and support the highly significant 
bilateral relationship. In the past, New Zealand has had the chance to request a short 
speaking opportunity during the Meeting to present on a new policy or area of mutual 
interest. We are able to explore this option with Australia if it’s something that you would 
like to do.  

If you decide to attend this meeting, Ministry for the Environment officials will work 
closely with your office to put together a programme of relevant side meetings, to take 
advantage of the trip. MFAT and NZTE can also arrange additional calls in Melbourne in 
your other portfolio areas if that was of interest to you. If you decide not to attend, 
Minister Frydenberg has asked you to consider sending a representative in your place.  

An agenda for the MEM is not yet available, but traditionally items of interest to New 
Zealand have included biodiversity, resource management, waste management and 
climate change.  

  Do you wish to attend the MEM on 27 April 2018 in Melbourne? 

Yes/No 

Do you wish to request that New Zealand take the floor for a brief presentation during 
the MEM? 

Yes/No 

3. Updates for noting 

3.1. Update on the Te Waikoropupū water conservation order 

Officials wrote to you on 21 February recommending a replacement member for the 
Special Tribunal hearing a water conservation order application on the Te Waikoropupū 
Springs. You selected Kevin Prime from the shortlist. 
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We will provide your office with a Cabinet paper this week, seeking agreement to 
appoint Kevin Prime to the Special Tribunal. This will follow interdepartmental 
consultation with the Department of Conservation, Te Puni Kōkiri, and the Department 
of Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

The next APH meeting where you may present this Cabinet paper is Wednesday  
21 March. 

On 26 February, the Special Tribunal extended the submissions period by two weeks, 
due to the impact of ex-tropical cyclone Gita on the Nelson and Tasman regions. 
Submissions now close on 14 March, with the hearing beginning in mid-April. This 
extension should allow for the new member to have sufficient time to prepare for the 
hearing if their appointment is approved by the APH Committee on 21 March. 

3.2. Central government’s engagement on Auckland Council’s draft Development 
Strategy 

Auckland Council has produced a draft of the new Auckland Plan 2050, which includes 
a Development Strategy that sets out how Auckland will grow and change over the next 
30 years. It is being consulted on from 28 February and 28 March 2018, and is 
scheduled for adoption in June 2018. The Council is holding a series of workshops over 
March with central government agencies (MfE, MBIE, Treasury, DIA, MoT, NZTA, 
HNZC, MoE).  The purpose of the workshops is to examine the Council’s draft 
Development Strategy and to seek as much alignment as possible with the Urban 
Growth Agenda and to ensure compliance with the National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development Capacity (NPS-UDC). 

The draft Development Strategy states that it complies with the future development 
strategy requirements of the NPS-UDC, including that it has been informed by the 
Housing and Business Development Capacity Assessment that Council has previously 
prepared and submitted to MfE\MBIE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next workshop is 12/13 March, following which we will provide you a progress 
update and will report back to you on progress towards compliance with the NPS-UDC, 
including with advice about next steps if needed. 

3.3. Options for the Green Ribbon Awards 

In the past, the Ministry for the Environment and the Department of Conservation have 
jointly run the Green Ribbon Awards. These awards have been running for 25 years 
and recognise outstanding contributions made by individuals, communities, and 
organisations to protect and manage New Zealand’s environment.  

Historically, finalists have been invited to a formal dinner on a date near World 
Environment Day in June, held at the Banquet Hall in Parliament Buildings where the 
winners are announced. The Department and the Ministry 
both contribute around $50,000 each to this joint event. 
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Under the OIA, can I please request the 
briefings entitled “Establishing the 
Housing Commission and legislating to 
empower complex urban development 
projects”, “Establishing a national urban 
development authority”, “National policy 
statement on urban development capacity 
- release of further guidance and new
price efficiency indicators”, “Urban growth
agenda proposed scope and approach”,
“Meeting note for Housing and Urban
Development Ministers meeting, 19
December 2017”, “Oral Cabinet item:
Letter to Mayor Goff about urban growth
partnership process with Auckland
Council”, “Update on progress toward
developing first set of national planning
standards”, “Your role in urban areas” and
“Information on the National Policy
Statement on Urban Development
Capacity”.

 
ACT Party 

18-O-00378 13 March 20 March 

• Cabinet Paper on Government
Response to Havelock North Inquiry, 2
February

• Manifesto Initiatives for Budget 2018 –
Environment, 25 January; Budget 2018
Reprioritisation Initiatives – Environment,
25 January

• Environment Weekly Update, 24
November; Environment Weekly Update,
30 November

• Status of Ouvea Premix stockpiles in
Southland, 12 January

• Proposed work programme for
improving compliance under the RMA, 19
January

 
National Party 

18-O-00346 14 March 21 March 

All reports, memorandums, papers, 
documents, advice, correspondence, 
notes, emails, or other official information 
held by your office regarding the EPA 
chief scientist, Dr Jacqueline Rowarth. 

•All emails between you and your office
regarding the EPA chief scientist.

•All emails between your office and the
Chief Executive of the Environmental
Protection Authority regarding the EPA
chief scientist.

•All emails between your office and the
Chair of the Environmental Protection
Authority regarding the EPA chief
scientist.

 
National Party 

18-O-00375
(Minister
Sage
responding
on your
behalf)

14 March 21 March 

I request a copy of the briefing update on 
the Waimea Dam (Freshwater 
Improvement Fund project). 

 
National Party 

18-O-00362 14 March 21 March 
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http://www.mfe.govt.nz/more/funding/wast
e-minimisation-fund/profiles-of-funded-
projects/tackling-problem-of-used-tyres-
new

It would be helpful to be sent any 
additional documents (via email) that the 
Ministry can give me regarding its 
contracts or business relationship with 
Waste Management New Zealand 
regarding tackling the problem of used 
tyres and waste minimisation.” 

A copy of the legal opinion the EPA had 
done on waste oil. 

 
Salters Cartage Ltd 

18-D-00233 2 March 

I request a PDF copy of any advice you 
provided to your minister in the life of the 
last parliament on the economic cost of 
climate change as measured as a 
percentage of GDP both in New Zealand 
and globally. 

 
Social 
Media/Taxpayers 
Union 

18-D-00214 5 March 
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1. Progress towards Government’s strategic priorities

1.1. Climate Change 

Zero Carbon Bill 

The next Cabinet committee meeting for the Zero Carbon Bill is the Cabinet Environment, 

Energy and Climate Committee (ENV) on March 20. This will focus on the terms of 

reference for the Interim Climate Change Committee. The Minister for Climate Change 

consulted you on this in the week beginning February 12. The focus of the consultation 

was the terms of reference for the climate change public sector board of Chief Executives 

(CE Board) and terms of reference for the Interim Climate Change Committee.  

1.2. Urban 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

2. Updates for noting

2.1. RMA Guidance – Streamlined Planning Process and Mana Whakahono ā Rohe: Iwi 
Participation Arrangements  

As part of our guidance programme to support councils and iwi, we are publishing two 

new technical guidelines focusing on the plan making process. These are for the 

Streamlined Planning Process and Mana Whakahono ā Rohe: Iwi Participation 

Arrangements (Mana Whakahono). The Streamlined Planning Process guidance is to 

assist councils to make a request to the Minister for a streamlined planning process. It 

explains the streamlined planning process, including altered decision and appeal 

processes, and encourages councils to talk to the Ministry for the Environment or the 

Department of Conservation (in the case of a regional coastal plan) before making a 

request. The guidance has been informed by council practitioners and experiences from 

the recently approved Bay of Plenty and Hastings streamlined planning processes. The 

guidance is to be released on Tuesday 20 March. 

The Mana Whakahono guidance is aimed at both tangata whenua groups and local 

authorities. It covers the basics of the Mana Whakahono process including guidance for 

developing a Mana Whakahono ā Rohe agreement, arranging the hui, content matters, 

timeframes, resolving disputes and review/monitoring. MfE officials and the Iwi Advisors 

Group (IAG) have co-drafted the guidance and the drafting is based on input from local 

authority staff and iwi and hapū members (including Te Pae Urungi/council-Maori liaison 

staff network and the Federation of Māori Authorities). This guidance will be released by 

the Ministry in early April 2018.  

We will provide your office a copy of both guidance documents for you information and 

they will be made available on the Ministry for the Environment’s website. 
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2.2. Land and Water Forum Update 

The Forum held a Small Group meeting on Friday 9 March, to continue to work through 

their response to the questions that you requested their input on.  The Chair of the 

Forum, Hugh Logan, is positive about the progress the Forum is making towards 

providing you with advice by the end of May. 

You requested an update on whether Forest and Bird and Fish and Game, both of whom 

left the Forum, are participating in the current work being undertaken.  The Chair has 

been in contact with Forest and Bird and informs us the they receive Small Group papers 

and are feeding their views through.  He intends to meet with Fish and Game shortly. 

2.3.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4. Office of the Auditor-General – draft first audit on water measuring regulations 
received for comment  

The Office of the Auditor-General (OAG) is reviewing how a range of organisations are 

carrying out their roles and responsibilities for water management as part of its work 

programme in 2017-18. Eight separate audits are being conducted as part of the OAG 

work programme concerning a number of central and local government agencies. The 

OAG has provided the Ministry a draft copy of their first audit for comment. This audit is 

focussed on the implementation of the Resource Management (Measurement and 

Reporting of Water Takes) Regulations 2010 and use of the data produced by water 

users, especially irrigators. The audit is due to be tabled in parliament by 30 June, at 

which time we will provide you a brief on the audit and its recommendations for the 

Ministry and Regional Councils.  

2.5.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

s 9(2)(f)(iv) and s9(2)(g)(i)
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2.6. Cabinet material we have provided advice for 
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Please can you advise: 

1) The basis of the “assume safe after a week” recommendation is unclear is unclear as

the 2014 study did not continue long enough to assess when 1080 residue would be

removed form trout or the effect of subsequent doses.

2) Why the study was based on trout eating a single 1080 bait when it is well established

that they can eat many more than this in a single meal- and that trout also eat koura and

other food that is likely to contain 1080 in a poisoned area;

3) Why no follow up study was done as recommended in the 2014 Cawthron study;

4) Where fishers can find up to date information about all 1080 poison use (whether aerial

or hand laid) on public and private land;

5) How trout fishers are supposed to know a) where 1080 was dropped (as there is no up

to date , b) when it was dropped and c) whether any trout they catch swam from an area

where 1080 was used

6) Why NZ and international fishers are not given more precautionary advice to enable

them to make informed decisions about the risk of trout containing 1080 or toxic 1080

metabolites or breakdown products such as fluoro citrate or sodium fluoride;

7) Why DoC represents that 1080 is biodegradable and implies it becomes safe when the

metabolites and breakdown products of 1080 are known to be toxic and when their

cumulative and chronic effects are poorly understood and when 1080 and these products

can remain in carcases and in the flesh of cold blooded species such as trout for extended

periods.

Please can you also provide: 

a) copies of all correspondence between DoC and Fish & Game about the design,

implementation and reporting of the 2014 1080 in trout study and any other proposed or

reported trout studies

b) Copies of  and ethics committee evaluation (as required under the Animal Welfare Act

1999, section 100) which states Ethics Committees have to evaluate:

(e) whether the design of the experiment or demonstration is such drop.

 18-O-00490 5 April 11 April 
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1. Progress towards Government’s strategic priorities

1.1. Climate Change

Zero Carbon Bill 

On March 20 the Cabinet Environment, Energy and Climate Committee (ENV) 
considered the Zero Carbon Bill and focused on the terms of reference for the Interim 
Climate Change Committee. This goes to Cabinet on March 26. The confirmation of 
membership of the Climate Change Committee goes to the Appointments and Honours 
Committee (APH) on April 4, before being considered by Cabinet on April 9. 

1.2. Urban 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1.3. Water 

Te Waikoropupū Springs – Water Conservation Order 

The submissions period for the Te Waikoropupū Springs water conservation order 
closed on Wednesday 14, March. Preliminary statistics from the Environmental 
Protection Authority (who are providing administration services to the Special Tribunal) 
indicate that 1455 submissions were received in total. Of these, 1359 submitters 
(93.4%) support the application, and 63 submitters (4.3%) oppose the application. 

The Environmental Protection Authority will now produce a summary of submissions. A 
pre-hearing conference is scheduled for 11 April with the hearing expected to begin the 
following week on 17 April. 
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1.4. Thames-Coromandel District Council and Hauraki District Council Mangroves 
Management Bill 

On 14 March, we sought your direction on the Thames-Coromandel and Hauraki District 
Council Mangrove Management Bill in anticipation of the departmental report on the Bill 
to the Governance and Administration Committee. The local bill seeks to empower the 
District Councils to remove mangroves without being subject to the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

On 16 March, the Committee met in Thames to hear submissions on the Bill.  During 
the hearings, Forest and Bird tabled a plan change developed by the Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council to better manage mangroves as permitted and controlled activities 
(i.e. within the RMA framework). These provisions have yet to be incorporated into the 
BOP Regional Coastal Plan. The Committee considered that Waikato Regional Council 
should develop similar provisions and progress a plan change for this purpose (with the 
cooperation of the two district councils).The Committee decided to request an extension 
to the Bill’s report back date (yet to be approved), giving time for the Regional Council 
to introduce a plan change. If the Council does introduce a plan change, the Committee 
considered that the Bill could be withdrawn 

We understand Waikato Regional Council may consider seeking to progress the plan 
change using the Streamlined Planning Process. We will meet with Council officials to 
discuss their options. We will keep you informed of progress. 
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2. Actions and decisions

2.1. Proposal to review the Green Ribbon Awards

We are seeking agreement to postpone the 2018 Green Ribbon Awards, so we can do 
a thorough review of how effective they are, and make sure they line up with 
Government priorities and offer value for money.  

We jointly run the Green Ribbon Awards with the Department of Conservation. They 
have been going for 25 years and recognise outstanding contributions made by 
individuals, communities, and organisations to protect and manage New Zealand’s 
environment.  

The Awards receive a reasonable number of entries (an average of about 110 a year) 
but some categories struggle to get enough, credible entries. The Awards are well 
regarded by some sectors, particularly community groups. They receive a limited 
amount of media coverage.  

Historically, finalists have been invited to a formal dinner on a date near World 
Environment Day in June held at the Banquet Hall in Parliament Buildings, where the 
winners are announced. The format hasn’t changed for a long time and they follow a 
very traditional model. Both organisations feel that more could be done to leverage our 
investment, reach larger and more diverse audiences, and offer greater recognition to 
those committed to environmental change. 

Awards are typically quite resource intensive. The Green Ribbons cost $100,000 to run 
and approximately 4 FTE for a period of about five months (excluding time for the 
judging panel). 

We are therefore jointly proposing (with DoC) to postpone the 2018 Awards while we 
undertake a thorough review, with a view to developing a proposal for a new and 
improved version in 2019. We would communicate this timeframe to all past winners 
and entrants to manage expectations. 

An alternative option would be to run the Awards later this year, potentially in 
conjunction with Conservation Week in September. Under this scenario we would not 
run a thorough review and we would run them along the same lines as the current 
format. 

We will continue to promote inspiring stories of communities and businesses taking 
action for conservation and the environment through our social media and web 
channels. 

Do you agree to postpone the Green Ribbons Awards for 2018 while we work to review 
for 2019?  

Yes/No 
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3. Updates for noting

3.1. Release of indicators for the land domain report

Stats NZ released on 20 March an overview of the indicators for ‘Our land 2018” report 
to be released on 19 April under the Environmental Reporting programme. 

It lists the indicators included in the report and specifies whether they are new, 
discontinued or updated by comparison to Environment Aotearoa 2015, the last report 
under the programme to cover land. 

The list of indicators can be accessed at https://www.stats.govt.nz/methods/outline-of-
upcoming-indicators-for-our-land-2018 

A briefing providing an overview of the environmental reporting programme, context 
around the land report, and the links between the indicators and current Government 
priorities will be provided to your office next week. 

Indicators for Our land 2018 

National indicator Case study Supporting information 

Pressure 

Change in livestock numbers Agricultural and horticultural land 
use 

Change in farm numbers and 
farm size 

Land pests Use of public conservation land Irrigated land area 

Change in use of Māori land for 
primary production 

Modelled rat and stoat 
population responses to mast-
seeding events 

State 

Bird species on public 
conservation land 

Soil quality and land use Indigenous cover and 
protection in land environments 

Distribution of indigenous trees Status of widespread indigenous 
trees 

Predicted pre-human 
vegetation 

Estimated highly erodible land 
in the North Island 

Wetland extent1 Soil orders 

Estimated long-term soil 
erosion 

Land cover 

Impact 

Pest impacts on indigenous 
trees 

Conservation status of indigenous 
land species 

Active sand dune extent 

High-class land for food production 

Rare ecosystems 
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3.2. Regional councils releasing draft regional targets for swimmable lakes and rivers 

On 27 March you will receive a briefing to update you on regional council progress in 
setting draft regional targets for swimmable lakes and rivers, and provide some 
information about the next steps for them in terms of setting final targets by 31 
December 2018.  

A taskforce comprising staff from central and local government compiled the information 
needed to draft the targets, including the work underway to improve water quality in 
terms of human health. The projected improvements in water quality and the associated 
costs are presented in a report; Regional information for setting draft targets for 
swimmable lakes and rivers, which we intend to release by 29 March. Staff at Northland 
Regional Council and Taranaki Regional Council expressed concern that the modelled 
costs of interventions appear low, and disagreed with some of the assumptions 
underlying the economic model. The economic assessments were provided by 
Professor Graeme Doole at Waikato University and independently peer reviewed.  We 
are satisfied with the assumptions and methodologies used in the assessment.  

Councils have used the analysis in the report to prepare their draft targets which have 
been considered by councillors over this past month. Councils are on track to meet their 
obligation, except for Marlborough District Council who will not have their targets 
confirmed until 5 April.  

The draft targets are becoming public as councils consider and decide on them and 
there has been some low key local media coverage.  In Canterbury, the media have 
reported Dr Mike Joy as saying the council’s plans to achieve the target ‘lack teeth’, 
while the Taranaki Regional Council has repeated its criticism of the national target and 
the process.  

Local Government NZ and the Ministry propose to issue a media release when the 
report is published next week, reinforcing that the draft targets are a step in a process 
and likely to further evolve as councils engage with their communities.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

3.3. Budget 2018: Technical Initiative 

We have submitted one technical initiative through the Budget 2018 process to increase 
the Departmental output class: Ministerial Services by $350,000. The Ministry has 
collected more information on the costs of the outputs since the March Baseline Update 
and accordingly updated its internal forecast estimates. This funding is transferred from 
the Departmental output class: Resource Management Implementation and is fiscally 
neutral. There are no significant policy issues and no corresponding impact on 
operating balance or debt. 

This is for your information and no action required. 

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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3.4. Sustainable Wealth Creation Initiative – 13 March Workshop 

On 13 March, 24 business and government leaders had a productive meeting in 
Auckland for their second Sustainable Wealth Creation workshop. The Sustainable 
Wealth Creation initiative is focused on government and business leaders working 
together to change the way we value and manage our natural assets.  

At the workshop, facilitated by Sir Jonathon Porritt, Sir Rob Fenwick and Vicky 
Robertson, agreement was reached to focus on the areas of water, soil, marine, 
biodiversity, climate change and finance. Some initial opportunities for action were 
discussed by the group. The group intends to continue looking at actions and may 
choose to launch the initiative in October 2018. Minister Shaw attended for the last half 
of the workshop, to hear the group’s reflections and share his vision, priorities and 
ambition for New Zealand.  

We are now looking at what governance and operating structures would be needed to 
support the initiative.  

3.5. Treasury’s 2018 Investment Statement 

Treasury’s latest Investment Statement has made significant steps towards linking to 
the wellbeing of NZers, taking an intergenerational view with greater transparency and 
accountability and the need to look beyond financial capital and balance this with social 
and natural capital. We have played a strong role in this shift developing indicators for 
success, and building from our state of our environment reporting and robust policy 
advice that considers all the capitals. 

3.6. Cabinet material we have provided advice for 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

s 9(2)(f)(iv) and s9(2)(g)(i)
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Central and Local Government Forum 2018 

Ministers and agencies are being consulted in parallel on the draft Cabinet paper setting 
out the proposed format and agenda for the annual Central and Local Government 
Forum. The Forum (scheduled for 10 May 2018) is an opportunity for Ministers and the 
Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) National Council to focus on significant issues 
of joint interest. The proposed agenda has five items, all of which fall within, or are 
closely linked to, the environment portfolio. The agenda items are: How central and 
local government will work together; Climate change; Regional development; Water; 
and Housing.   

The paper seeks agreement to the Government’s priority topics for the Forum agenda, 
and proposes this include discussion of a more collaborative future approach to central 
and local government relationships based on a set of principles. We consider the 
proposed approach aligns with our desired mode of working with local government. 
Aside from the first agenda item, the other items are domain-based rather than looking 
at the strategic challenges these issues reflect. We wonder whether this is the best use 
of this opportunity. In preparation for the forum, we will be working with the Department 
of Internal Affairs and LGNZ to prepare briefing material for attendees.  

The paper is due to be considered by the Economic Development Committee in early 
April (TBC). We will provide you further support for that meeting.  
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Please can you advise: 

1) The basis of the “assume safe after a week”
recommendation is unclear is unclear as the
2014 study did not continue long enough to
assess when 1080 residue would be removed
form trout or the effect of subsequent doses.

2) Why the study was based on trout eating a
single 1080 bait when it is well established that
they can eat many more than this in a single
meal- and that trout also eat koura and other
food that is likely to contain 1080 in a poisoned
area;

3) Why no follow up study was done as
recommended in the 2014 Cawthron study;

4) Where fishers can find up to date information
about all 1080 poison use (whether aerial  or
hand laid) on public and private land;

5) How trout fishers are supposed to know a)
where 1080 was dropped (as there is no up to
date , b) when it was dropped and c) whether
any trout they catch swam from an area where
1080 was used

6) Why NZ and international fishers are not given
more precautionary advice to enable them to
make informed decisions about the risk of trout
containing 1080 or toxic 1080 metabolites or
breakdown products such as fluoro citrate or
sodium fluoride;

7) Why DoC represents that 1080 is
biodegradable and implies it becomes safe when
the metabolites and breakdown products of 1080
are known to be toxic and when their cumulative
and chronic effects are poorly understood and
when 1080 and these products can remain in
carcases and in the flesh of cold blooded species
such as trout for extended periods.

Please can you also provide: 

a) copies of all correspondence between DoC
and Fish & Game about the design,
implementation and reporting of the 2014 1080 in
trout study and any other proposed or reported
trout studies

b) Copies of  and ethics committee evaluation
(as required under the Animal Welfare Act 1999,
section 100) which states Ethics Committees
have to evaluate:

(e) whether the design of the experiment or
demonstration is such drop.

 
Solicitor 

18-O-00490 5 April 11 April 

Given the change in policy outlined in a recent 
note by the Ombudsman in regards to ‘Free and 
Frank’ information, pursuant to section 12 of the 
Official Information Act 1982 I request A copy of 
every Weekly Report received by you as Minister 
for the Environment since 1 February 2018 

 
 

National Party 

18-O-00548 12 April 19 April 
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Game about the design, implementation and reporting of the 
2014 1080 in trout study and any other proposed or reported 
trout studies 

b) Copies of  and ethics committee evaluation (as required
under the Animal Welfare Act 1999, section 100) which states
Ethics Committees have to evaluate:

(e) whether the design of the experiment or demonstration is
such drop.

1 Has your department/ministry given funding to Te Arawa River 
Iwi Trust since 2009/10; if so, how much funding has been 
provided? 

2 What was the purpose for which this funding was given? 

3 What were the outcomes your department/ministry contracted 
for in providing this funding? 

4 Was an evaluation completed in relation to this 
funding/contract? Did the evaluation find the outcomes 
contracted for had been met?  

5 Was Te Arawa River Iwi Trust given funding in the 2017/18 
financial year? Is Te Arawa River Iwi Trust to be given funding in 
the 2018/19 financial year?  

6 Does your department/ministry have a policy on providing 
funding to organisations when individuals associated with those 
organisations are under investigation by the Serious Fraud 
Office? If so, what is that policy? 

 
ACT Party 

18-D-00498 13 April 

1.The list of the top ten industries/activities that use freshwater
and the estimated water used  by each of these industries each
year.

2.The title of all aide memoires, briefing papers and cabinet
papers  by the Ministry for the Environment to the Minister for the
Environment since 1 October 2017.

3.A copy of any papers, briefings or aide memoires relating to
the water bottling industry in New Zealand produced by the
Ministry for the Environment since 1 January 2017

4.Any reports, papers or briefings relating to the introduction of
water royalties on the bottling industry, taxes on the export of
bottled water or the introduction of charging for the commercial
use of water since 1 October 2017.

 
NZ Beverage 
Council 

18-D-00542 18 April 

I request a copy of all information held at MFE in relation to ‘The 
Nature Conservancy’ from 20 March 2017 to 20 March 2018.  
For clarification this request covers amongst other things emails, 
correspondence, and all reports. 

 
CE, NZ Fish 
and Game 
Council 

18-D-00547 19 April Proa
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