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IN CONFIDENCE 

Upcoming meetings 04 November – 15 November 
 
Mon, 4 Nov • MFAT officials meeting  

• MfE officials meeting  
• Mike Hart, CEO Sierra Energy  
• Dinner - Small Group of Sustainability Managers, Meridian Energy Limited 

Wed, 6 Nov • Enviro-Mark Solutions brand launch event 

Thurs, 7 Nov • Kurt Janssen, Orbica Ltd 

 • Community Resilience Ministers meeting 

Mon, 11 Nov • MFAT officials meeting  
• MfE officials meeting  
• Agricultural deep-dive brief (Hon O'Connor, MFAT and MPI) 

Thurs,14 Nov • MfE officials: monthly climate change adaptation meeting 

Fri, 15 Nov • Meeting with Matt Walsh, Managing Director  Jill Garing, General Manager, 
Commercial and Regulatory, Simpson Grierson 

 

1. Key decisions for you to make this week  

• Decisions on NZ ETS settings for Ministerial consultation  

• Lodgement of four Cabinet papers 

2. Material for you to be aware of this week 

Domestic  

2.1. 2020 Legislation Bids 

Bids fo  the 2020 Legislative Programme are due on 29 November 2019. We will be briefing you 
prior to this on our proposals, including ranking and priority. We will consult with the Parliamentary 
Counsel Office when preparing the bids.  

At this stage  we propose the Climate Change Response (Emissions Trading Reform) 
Amendment Bill is ranked ‘Category 2’, meaning it must be passed in the year. 

2.2. PCE releasing the review of the Environmental Reporting System – 7 November 

The PCE has undertaken a review of the Environmental Reporting system.  On 6 November 2019 
he will hold embargoed briefings with the Ministry and other stakeholders. On 7 November 2019 
at 2pm, he will release the findings at a press event at his office. We will be issuing a press release 
on 7 November 2019 (joint with Stats NZ), in support of the review.  
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IN CONFIDENCE 

International  

2.4. Chile cancels hosting of APEC and COP25 (as at midday Thursday 31 October) 

Officials were advised Thursday morning that COP25 will not be hosted by Chile in December. 
Reactions to the news within Chile have (largely) termed the decision as ‘the right thing to do’ in 
the circumstances. Chile’s President Sebastian Piñera has stated that the domestic agenda and 
his planned reforms needed to take priority. 

The UNFCCC is looking into alternative arrangements for COP25, including date and venue,  
 

e understand 
that Bonn, as the site of the UNFCCC secretariat, is the default option. 

When more details are known, we will revisit preparation under way for COP25  We have advised 
all participants and stakeholders of our approach and will provide them with another update at 
end of next week. At this stage, officials will still host stakeholder outreach in Auckland and 
Wellington, if there is interest. 

2.5. East Asia Summit Leaders’ Statement on Partnership for Sustainability 

Last week members of the East Asia Summit concluded the East Asia Summit (EAS) Leaders’ 
Statement on Partnership for Sustainability, to be signed during the EAS Leaders’ Summit in 
Bangkok next week. This follows several months of negotiations,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2.6. Meeting of Contracting Parties to the London Protocol, London Convention 

A Ministry for the Environment official attended the meeting of Contracting Parties to the London 
Convention and the London Protocol, from 7-11 October 2019. 

A key decision was the adoption of the joint resolution from Norway and the Netherland’s to 
provisionally apply the 2009 amendment to article 6 of the London Protocol. There was 
overwhelming support for the resolution that will allow states to transport CO2 across boundaries 
for sequestration in sub-seabed geological formations. New Zealand participated in a drafting 
group on the proposed resolution, which further emphasised the importance of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and urged states to share information about agreements to transport 
CO2 across boundaries.  

Contracting Parties were also provided the latest scientific information on marine geoengineering 
activities (including ocean fertilisation), updates on CO2 sequestration projects in Europe, and the 
work of the London Protocol as it relates to marine litter and microplastics. The delegation of 
Japan also updated the meeting on its treatment of contaminated water at the Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Station. 
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IN CONFIDENCE 

Upcoming meetings 11 November – 22 November 
 
Mon, 11 Nov • MFAT officials meeting  

• MfE officials meeting  
• Housing Ministers meeting  
• Agricultural Deep-Dive Brief (Hon O'Connor, MFAT and MPI) 

Tues, 12 Nov • Meeting with Dr. Itzhak Gerberg, Ambassador to Israel 

Weds, 13 Nov • Meeting with Rod Carr 

Thurs, 14 Nov • MfE officials: monthly climate change adaptation meeting 

Fri, 15 Nov • Meeting with Matt Walsh, Managing Director, Jill Garing, General Manager, 
Commercial and Regulatory, New Zealand Carbon Farm ng  

Mon, 18 Nov • MfE officials meeting 
Thurs, 21 Nov • MFAT officials meeting 

 

1. Material for you to be aware of this week 

Domestic  

1.1. Adjustment to Half Year Economic and Fiscal Update for Fixed Price Option use 

The Treasury has made a central adjustment to the Half Year Economic and Fiscal Update in 
relation to the use of the fixed price option. NZ ETS receipts have increased by $2.1 billion across 
the forecast. The adjustment projects the uptake rate of the FPO for 2019 surrenders under the 
NZ ETS for the fiscal years 2020 – 2024. Half of NZ ETS surrender obligations for 2019 activities 
were made using the FPO.  
We did not forecast FPO use in our earlier advice to the Treasury, however given Cabinet has 
not made decisions on replacement policies (being the supply settings and cost containment 
reserve), Treasury recommended a more conservative fiscal approach. 
Although, the uptake of the fixed price option has improved net core Crown debt it has also 
increased the Government’s obligation under the NZ ETS, which will need to be settled in the 
future. 

1.2. National Climate Change Risk Assessment - progress update 

Work on the first National Climate Change Risk Assessment is well underway. The AECOM-led 
project team is planning the first round of engagement, which will inform Stage 1 of the 
assessment (the identification and screening of a wide range of climate change risks).  
Over the next couple of months, the project team will be gathering information to inform this 
assessment from various sources. The key engagement events include a national stakeholder 
workshop on 20 November in Wellington. Stakeholders from central and local government, 
business, infrastructure, and the research community have been invited. We will work with your 
office to determine your involvement. Planning is also underway for a hui with iwi/Māori, also in 
November. The aim of these meetings is to get people together to discuss the risks that they face, 
in order to inform the project team’s analysis. Other smaller meetings and hui are also being 
considered, as well as an online survey. 
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Chart: Recent trends in international emissions prices 

 

1.6. Review of the Environmental Reporting System 

The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment (PCE) released his review of the 
environmental reporting system on Thursday 7 November 2019. 
In the review he recommended: 
• A shift in environmental reporting system “from passive to active information gathering”, 

including the development of a “comprehensive  nationally coordinated monitoring system 
• Dedicated in investment and funding is required over multiple years to back and maintain this 

system shift  
• Changes to the way that environmental reporting is done, including a 6 year reporting cycle  
• Changes and clarification of roles and responsibilities, including a role for the Government to 

formally 'respond  to synthesis reports, i.e. commenting on the effectiveness of policies. 
The PCE’s review presents an opportunity to progress a system-wide conversation on 
improvements to the science and data system.  
We will look further at the report over the next week to assess the path ahead.  

International  

1.7. Global sea-level rise exposure triples with new elevation data – but does not 
significantly change the estimates of New Zealanders exposed to sea-level rise 

A study titled ‘New elevation data triple estimates of global vulnerability to sea-level rise and 
coastal flooding’ was published in Nature this week by U.S researchers. Vulnerability to sea-level 
rise and coastal inundation is assessed globally by calculating how many people live within a 
certain elevation from mean sea level. The study involved reprocessing elevation data to remove 
inaccuracies associated with satellite estimates of surface elevation. This resulted in a tripling of 
global sea-level rise exposure. It identifies 150-250 million people currently live below the 
projected 2100 high tide line, under a low carbon emission scenario. This research has been 
widely publicised in national and international media. 
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IN CONFIDENCE 

Upcoming meetings 18 November – 29 November 
 

Monday, 18 November MfE Officials Meeting 
 

Housing Ministers meeting 

Wednesday, 20 November Agricultural Deep-Dive with Hon O'Connor/MFAT/MPI  

 National stakeholder workshop for the National Climate Change 
Risk Assessment 

Thursday, 21 November MFAT Officials Meeting 
 

Dr. Itzhak Gerberg, Ambassador to Israel  
 

MfE Officials: Monthly Climate Change Adaption  

Monday, 25 November MfE Officials Meeting 
 

Meteorological Society of New Zealand - Annual Conference  
 

Housing Ministers meeting 
 

Wellington CRFD Consultation Workshop 
 

Meeting with MoF - Budget 2020 - Climate Change and Statistics  
 

MFAT Officials Meeting 

Wednesday  27 November Alsco - Launch of NZs first regular long-haul EV road freighter 

Tuesday, 26 November to 
Sunday, 1 December 

On leave 
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IN CONFIDENCE 

2.2. National Climate Change Risk Assessment - progress update on key engagement 
events in November 

There are two key engagement events coming up for Stage 1 of the Risk Assessment. The 
national one day stakeholder workshop will be held on 20 November 2019 in Wellington. At least 
100 attendees from across central and local government, business, infrastructure, and the 
research community are expected. Your office has confirmed your attendance at the workshop 
between 9.00-9.15am. We will work with your office on providing key details around the event and 
speaking points.  

A hui with iwi/Māori is now confirmed and will be held on 29 November at the NIWA head office 
in Auckland. This hui will be supported by other targeted regional meetings with iwi/Māori. 

International  

2.3. Request for New Zealand to join the International Platform for Sustainable 
Finance 

Sean Kidney from Climate Bonds Initiative has reached out to officials to request that New 
Zealand join the recently announced International Platform for Sustainable Finance (IPSF). 

The IPSF was launched at IMF autumn meetings with speeches from Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice 
President of the European Commission and Yi Gang  Chinese Central Bank Governor. Founding 
members are the EU, Argentina, Canada, Chile, China, India  Kenya, and Morocco. Observers of 
IPSF include the following organisations which New Zealand is involved with; Coalition of Finance 
Ministers for Climate Action, OECD and Network for Greening the Financial System. 

The main purpose of IPSF is to build greater internat onal cooperation to join up efforts to scale 
up environmentally sustainable finance globally and promote the integration of markets for green 
financial products at international scale. The IPSF intends to act as a forum for facilitating 
exchanges and, where relevant, coordinating efforts on initiatives and approaches to 
environmentally sustainable finance, while respecting national and regional contexts. 

MfE are in the process of reaching out to the European Union’s DG FISMA to determine what will 
be required if New Zealand were to become a member, before providing any advice on the matter 
to Ministers.  

2.4. Pacific Climate Change Dialogue with New Zealand, in Apia, Samoa (8 November) 

MFAT and MfE officials attended the first formal Climate Change Dialogue with Pacific officials in 
Apia on 8 November ahead of COP25 to build relationships and deepen our engagement with 
PIC climate change experts ahead of the COP.   The delegation sought to understand Pacific 
negotiation positions rather than seek alignment with ours.  Rapport was good and a lot of useful 
information attained.  Key items on the agenda comprised carbon markets, loss and damage and 
a possible UNFCCC oceans work shop in 2020. A reception held a few hours after the Zero 
Carbon Bill passed its third reading enabled announcement of New Zealand’s legislation. This 
news was very well received by participants.  The ZCA is understood as reflecting genuine 
leadership by New Zealand. This is the first substantive expert level meeting on multilateral 
climate change issues New Zealand has convened in the region, and a significant milestone in 
building relationships with Pacific negotiators.  Continued close engagement through COP25 and 
beyond will be important to deliver on the expectations of collaboration and support resulting from 
this meeting.  
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Progressing the Electricity 
Price Review’s 
Recommendations 

Ministry for 
Business, 
Innovation 
and 
Employment 

DEV TBC 
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Upcoming meetings 25 November – 06 December 
 

Monday, 25 November • MfE officials meeting  
• Meteorological Society of New Zealand - Annual Conference   
• Housing Ministers meeting  
• Wellington CRFD Consultation Workshop  
• Meeting with MoF - Budget 2020 - Climate Change and 

Statistics   
• Lawyers for Climate Action  
• MFAT officials  

Wednesday, 27 November • Alsco - Launch of NZs first regular long-haul EV road 
freighter 

Tuesday, 26 November to 
Sunday, 1 December 

• On leave  

Monday, 2 December • MfE officials meeting  
• DairyNZ Annual Dairy Environment Leaders Forum  
• MFAT officia s meeting 

Wednesday, 4 December • Dinner wi h the Board of the Electricity Networks Association  

Thursday, 5 December • Month y Climate Change Adaptation meeting 

1. Key decisions for you to make this week  

• Lodge Cabinet paper by Thursday 28 November – Approval to consult on NZ ETS 
settings 

• Lodge APH paper by Thursday 28 November – Appointment of six commissioners 
if still to be considered at 4 December, with power to act 

2. Material for you to be aware of this week 

Domestic  

2.1. New Zealand and international emissions prices 

There has been little change in the emissions prices that we monitor. NZUs drifted lower this week 
on quiet trade in New Zealand’s carbon market. Commentators expect that trading may pick up if 
prices continue to move below the fixed price option and become more attractive to market 
participants.  

EUAs sunk to a six week low, although managed to rebound late Wednesday on increased 
auction interest and a surge in short-covering. Prices in the WCI were steady. 
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1. The Board will review and agree cross-system advice to Ministers on enabling the 
transition. This follows from your discussion with the Board on the 29th October, where it 
was agreed that Climate Change Directors and CEs would frame up advice on where we 
could decarbonise the economy, and how we could accelerate more.  

2. The Board will review and agree collective advice to Ministers on the Just Transition 
package.  

3. Craig Weise, CEO NZGIF, will speak to the Board on the Green Investment Fund. The 
paper ‘A Guide to New Zealand Green Investment Finance’ has been circulated to the 
Board in advance of the meeting. 

4. The Board will review Climate Change Directors’ advice on the emissions budget work 
programme.  

2.4. MFATs input to the WAI 262 TE PAE TAWHITI – REPORT BACK AND NEXT 
STEPS paper going to the Te Arawhiti Committee 

In April, Cabinet agreed the Minister for Māori Development should develop a draft whole-of-
government strategy to address issues raised in Wai 262, and invited the Minister to report back 
in November to seek approval of the draft strategy.  Cabinet further decided to establish a 
Ministerial Oversight Group to assist in the development of the strategy and agreed in principle 
to establish three Ministerial focus groups on (1) Taonga works and matauranga Māori (e.g., 
intellectual property, arts, culture, language), (2) Taonga species and matauranga Māori (e.g., 
conservation, environment, climate change), and (3) International indigenous matters (e.g., 
engagement with Māori on international instruments and representation at international forums). 
Cabinet anticipated your participation in all three focus groups, in your respective statistics and 
climate change portfolios. 

Subsequently, Minister Mahuta has undertaken targeted engagement with Maori groups and 
individuals to obtain feedback on the Crown’s proposals for how it might organise itself on the 
Wai 262 kaupapa, and officials have completed some preliminary work to identify a wide range 
of existing and forthcoming Government work streams that have Wai 262 implications.  These 
work streams include multiple programmes and topics of relevance to your portfolios (as 
examples, review of the Statistics Act 1975, development of a new national biodiversity strategy, 
Zero Carbon Bill, Emissions Trading Scheme, Convention on Biological Diversity).  At this stage, 
the precise contribution of the focus groups to these and other work streams is not yet defined. 

Te Puni Kokir  is now leading an inter-agency process to prepare a draft paper to enable Minister 
Mahuta to report back to Cabinet.   

 
 
 
 

MFAT is participating in the inter-agency process; 
we are especially interested to see clarity in how the focus groups will operate and how agencies 
will support them.  MFAT will have an important contribution to make in terms of Focus Group 3 
and work on identifying Māori interests at international level, engagement with Māori when 
representing New Zealand, and how Māori should be represented in international forums. 

s 9(2)(g)(i)
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