




 

 [COMMERCIAL IN-CONFIDENCE] 

Actions from previous meeting  
•   The office and MfE will work together to update the Framework paper on Climate Change, 

with a view to lodging it no later than Thursday 3 May 10am 

•         Before Thursday: 

o   MfE to provide slide deck on economic modelling (ahead of the Minister’s reading time 
on Thursday from 4-5pm)  

o   MfE to provide an updated draft discussion document, including a cover note about the 
role of the Commission and the NZ ETS 

•         MfE to provide the overarching narrative (economic impacts and just transition) for the next 
officials meeting, after 8 May ENV Committee 

•        The office will engage closely with Minister Woods about the just transition 

• MfE to provide a final recommendation to the Minister on a preferred brand option based on 
testing 

• MfE to liaise with SBC about the timing of launch of the NZ business CEO climate pledge 

• MfE to explore a joint launch with Auckland Council for the ZCB consultation and their 
climate action consultation  

• MfE to explore a secondary launch shortly after, at a regional consultation meeting, 
targeted to regional NZ.   

Upcoming meetings 7 May  – 18 May  
 

7 May: 

 

 

8 May: 

 

9 May: 

 

10 May: 

 

 

 

11 May: 

14 May: 

 

15 May 

 

 

 

·         Bill McKibben (Fossil Fuel Acceleration) 

·         MfE Officials 

·         Regulatory Management System (organised by Minister Robertson) 

·         Speech Dairy Farmers’ Forum 

·         ENV Committee 

·         Speech: Energy Ma agement Association of New Zealand (EMANZ) Conference 

·         Central and Local Government Forum 

·         Gover or General Dame Patsy Reddy 

·         Derek McCormack, Vice-Chancellor of AUT 

·         Akina Foundation 

·         MfE Officials 

·         Speech: LGNZ Metro Sector  

·         Cabinet meeting (Framework paper on Climate Change) 

·         MfE Officials meeting 

·         Dr David Hall (Auckland University of Technology) regarding Native Forest Bond 
Scheme (tbc) 

·         Transpower CE Alison Andrew 
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 [COMMERCIAL IN-CONFIDENCE] 

them that we will have an opportunity to look at issues such as the woodburner efficiency test 
within the NESAQ as part of the upcoming review. 

2.5. US sea-level rise author visiting Auckland 

US journalist Jeff Goodell will attend the Auckland Writers’ Festival later this month (15 - 20 
May). His 2017 book “The Water Will Come: Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of 
the Civilised World” reports how during this century global landscapes will be transformed, and 
hundreds of millions of people will retreat inland as coasts are inundated. His writing highl ghts 
the extreme consequences of inevitable sea-level rise, and he has said that he’s prepared for 
this visit by researching impacts in New Zealand. He has already had advance media coverage 
on RNZ and Newstalk ZB, and will almost certainly attract more attention when he arrives. 

Although Goodell’s message concentrates on extreme impacts, it aligns fundamentally with ours 
(as expressed in the updated guidance on Coastal Hazards and Climate Change): that sea
level rise is inevitable and will have severe consequences. The guidance provides information 
and recommends good practice to avoid the worst consequences with n New Zealand’s current 
legislation. The CCATWG Stocktake report identified barriers to good adaptation within the 
current framework, and their final report may recommend actions to address these. 

2.6. Review of European climate change risk assessments 

Last week, the European Environment Agency (EEA) published a review of how the 33 member 
countries (including the 28 European Union Member States) have assessed the risks from 
climate change, and how they used this information in developing adaptation policies. Almost all 
European countries have conducted national climate change vulnerability and risk assessments 
as part of their adaptation plans to better deal with the impacts of climate-related hazards.  

The report finds that national assessments that evaluate vulnerabilities and risks from climate 
change to various sectors form the most important source of information for the development of 
national climate adaptation policies. This aligns well with our proposals for future work on 
adaptation. The findings of the review will be used by MfE to inform the development of these 
proposals. The report is available at: www eea.europa.eu/publications/national-climate-change-
vulnerability-2018 

International 

2.7.  Climate change negotiations in Bonn 

The regular mid-yea  subsidiary body meetings of the UNFCCC got underway this 
week.  Looking ahead to COP24, it is hoped the meetings will make progress in the technical 
negotiations of the Paris Agreement implementation guidelines,  

 
 

 Areas of interest in the first week include: 

• Tensions over modalities for finance (forecast expenditure by developed countries under
Article 9.5 of the Paris Agreement);

• whether a proposed additional negotiating session for September will be confirmed and, if
so, what issues will be on the agenda;

• a focus on pre-2020 action, aired in the opening of the Talanoa Dialogue and a continued
push for entry into force of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol.
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 [COMMERCIAL IN-CONFIDENCE] 

 New Zealand has led efforts to kick start activities under the new Koronivia Joint Work on 
Agriculture.  The delegation has also been working with other interested countries to plan for the 
proposed Agriculture and Climate Change event at COP24.   

 Fiji, as current COP President, has advised that Prime Minister Frank Bainamarama plans to 
travel to Bonn and attend the negotiating session on 8 May, providing high-level support for 
Fiji’s chairmanship.  

 Poland, as COP24 President, has sent invitations to all Heads of State/Heads of Government 
to attend the opening of the conference on 3-4 December.  This would be in addition to the 
usual High-Level Segment that Ministers attend at the end of the conference.  Officials will 
provide advice closer to the time on participation.   

2.8.  Inaugural meeting of the 2050 pathways partnership (2050PP) 

A New Zealand official participated in the inaugural meeting of the 2050 pathways partnership 
(2050PP) in Paris, 24-25 April. The 2050PP was launched in Marrakech at COP22 as a platform 
for exchanges on long-term, low-emission development strategies.  Amongst other things, the 
meeting touched on: 

• The benefits of enhancing vertical alignment of actors engaging in long-term strategy work 
(states, local government, and NGOs) to improve policy alignment; 

• opportunities to work with business organisations (e.g. We Mean Business; the B team; 
World Business Council for Sustainable Development) to identify compelling narratives to 
help broaden the support base for transformative action. 

Laurence Tubiana (former French chief climate negotiator and now CEO, European Climate 
Foundation) gave a keynote address.  Th s noted her warm interaction with Prime Minister 
Ardern and thanked New Zealand for championing the Towards Carbon Neutrality Coalition. A 
presentation on the approach to developing a 2050 target and Zero Carbon legislation in New 
Zealand generated considerable interest.  

2.9. Global Climate Action Summit: update 

The UNFCCC hosted a briefing during the Bonn meetings on the Global Climate Action Summit 
(GCAS) which will be held in September in San Francisco.  Each of the 3 speakers (Patricia 
Espinosa for the UNFCCC, Anirban Ghosh of the Mahindra Group, and Nick Nuttall, 
Communications Director for the GCAS) spoke about the need for an increase in the ambition of 
non-party stakeholders to support the UNFCCC process.  It was noted that a number of reports 
on the impact of non-party stakeholder actions will become available in coming months to 
support the Summit with “real world numbers” calculating the impact of non-party climate 
actions.  The Summit will focus on five key areas: healthy energy systems, inclusive economic 
growth, sustainable communities, land stewardship and transformative climate investments. A 
number of other challenges would be canvassed, including those focused on the financial and 
tech sectors.  Summit organisers are aiming to have an agenda available later in May.   
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Upcoming meetings 14 May – 25 May 

14 May EPA briefing with Minister Sage 
MfE Officials meeting 
MFAT Officials meeting 

15 May Dr David Hall (Auckland University of Technology) regarding Native Forest 
Bond Scheme  
Transpower CE Alison Andrew 

16 May Three Waters Ministers’ meeting 
Meeting with Minister Parker 
DairyNZ and Climate Change Ambassadors 
Meeting with Winnie Laban re Pasifika Fale Malae Project 
Climate Change Ministers meeting 

17 May MfE Officials meeting 
Budget Day 

21 May MfE Officials meeting 
MFAT Officials meeting 
Meeting with John Worth, CE NZ Windfarms (tbc) 

22 May Forestry Ministers meeting 
Meeting with McDonald’s (with Minister Sage) 
Meeting with Minister Sage regarding the just transition and conservation 

23 May Meeting with CCATWG 
Meeting with Raf Manji (Councillor for Waimairi - Christchurch City 
Council) regarding the Climate Change Commission 
Meeting with MFAT O ficials 
Speech: MFAT Heads of Mission 
Speech: Ngā Kōrero at St Peters on Willis (with Minister Woods) 

24 May Press conference for release of CCATWG report 
Mee ing with DairyNZ regarding the Dairy Action for Climate Change 
Meeting with the Powerco Board of Directors and Hon Megan Woods 

25 May Meeting with Group of Organic Business Leaders regarding the Green 
Economy, Organics and Green Investment Fund 
Speech: Simpson Grierson (Auckland) Rele
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1. Material for you to be aware of this week

Domestic 

1.1. Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) launching legal toolkit on Climate 
Change and Natural Hazards Decision Making 

In the week of 14 May, LGNZ plans to release a legal toolkit on Climate Change and Natural 
Hazards Decision Making. The toolkit aims to advise councils on their ability to limit new, and 
extensions to existing developments in natural hazard areas. We understand it updates and 
replaces legal advice from Simpson Grierson, previously available on LGNZ’s website. The 
previous advice did not specifically address climate change, but the new toolkit will likely 
reference managing the effects of climate change on things such as coastal hazards (on which 
MfE has recently published guidance), flooding and debris flow hazards (such as in Matatā). 

LGNZ plans to brief the Ministry for the Environment on the toolkit next week, and will be 
promoting it to their members via a series of webinars about minimising the effects of climate 
change. We will provide further information on this toolkit to your office in the week beginning 
14 May (once we receive an embargoed copy from LGNZ).  

1.2. Climate Change Adaptation Technical Working Group release 

You and the Climate Change Adaptation Technical Working Group (CCATWG) will publicly 
release the CCATWG final options report at a media and stakeholder event on Thursday 24 
May at the Wharewaka. 

The purpose of the event is to promote awareness of the report and its findings, build 
momentum around the need to take action to adapt to climate change and encourage people to 
submit on the Zero Carbon Bill. 

You will open the event, introduce the speakers and hand over to co-chair Judy Lawrence and 
Tina Porou, Lead Technical Advisor to the Iwi Advisors’ Group. They will hand the report to you 
and then both speak.  They will be followed by Dave Cull from Local Government New 
Zealand.  You will then thank the speakers and make closing remarks. Media and stakeholder 
questions will follow   

You will receive the final options report on Thursday 17 May from the CCATWG Secretariat 
along with the launch communications plan, the draft media release and backpocket Qs and As. 

MfE will provide talking points for this event on Thursday 17 May. 

1.3. Inter-agency workshop on the Just Transition 

On 9 May, the Ministry for Business, Innovation and Enterprise held an interagency workshop to 
help build a shared understanding of what a just transition will look like. The workshop allowed 
agencies to identify key linkages and dependencies between work on transitioning to net zero 
emissions economy, future of work and the development of the Government’s economic 
strategy.  Discussions also focused on what supporting measures and changes were needed to 
achieve a successful just transition. The Ministry for Business, Innovation and Enterprise 
Agencies will continue to develop the just transition work programme with agencies.   
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1.4. Estimates Hearing 2018-19 

The Estimates Hearing is scheduled for Thursday 14 June. It seems this is going to be split into 
two sessions, discussing environment from 10:00 – 10:45am, and climate change from 10:45 – 
11:15am. We will have further discussions with you and your office in the coming weeks to 
discuss what you need from MfE to prepare for the hearing. 

Minister Parker’s office is required to submit the questions and answers requested by the 
Finance and Expenditure Committee to Select Committee on Friday 18 May. The draft 
questions and answers have been prepared and are currently with Minister Parker’s office to 
review. We have recommended that he shares the final submission with you prior to deliver ng it 
to the Clerk of the Committee. 

International 

1.5.  Bonn Climate Change Negotiations 

The Bonn meetings have finished.  The co-chairs of the Paris Agreement Work Programme 
have been given a mandate to create additional tools to assist in the progress of the work 
programme, and to produce a reflections note that addresses progress made to date and 
proposing ways forward.  An extra negotiating session will be held in Bangkok from 3 to 8 
September. Polish Energy Minister Michael Kurtyka has also been designated as COP24 
President. 

The New Zealand delegation conducted further advocacy on the COP24 agriculture and climate 
change event, receiving positive feedback from a number of developed agricultural exporting 
delegations, as well as the Fijian COP Presidency.  Outside the negotiations, the Global 
Research Alliance was acclaimed in a meeting of the Group of Friends of MRV/Transparency. 

The Talanoa Dialogue was positive.  
 

 

At Bonn, Business and Industry NGOs signalled their priorities are: the just transition 
(emphasising transformation and innovation as well as labour issues); the transparency 
framework (as a platform for informal business led transparency initiatives to build on); and the 
Art 6.4 market mechanism, including a call for measures to prevent excess units circulating in 
the market. 

1.6.  "Just transition for all" side-event – Bonn Climate Change negotiations 

On 5 May the New Zealand delegation (Treasury) attended a side-event “Just Transition for 
All .  The event included a presentation by NGO Bread for All defining the principles of a Just 
Transition. Based on research focusing on energy sector transitions, Bread for All developed 
the following eight principles of a “just” transition: 

Climate Dimension: 

1. The transition reflects the ambition to achieve zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050

2. The transition is closely aligned with the SDG implementation

Socio-economic dimension:

3. The transition creates decent work in sustainable infrastructure development, supports
those losing jobs, and strives to reduce climate risks of climate vulnerable people

4. The transition seeks to positively impact social equity

Rele
as

ed
de

r th
e p

rov
isio

n o
f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 I
mati

on
 ac

t 1
98

2

s 6(a), s 9(2)(j)

















 

2 

Upcoming meetings 21 May– 1 June  
 
21 May MfE Officials - 1 

MfE Officials meeting - 2 
Meeting with John Worth, CE NZ Windfarms 

 

22 May Forestry Ministers meeting 
MFAT Officials meeting 
Meeting with Horizon Research 
Meeting with McDonald’s (with Minister Sage) 
Meeting with Minister Sage regarding the just transition and conservation 
ENV Committee (Zero Carbon Bill) 

 

23 May Meeting with CCATWG 
Meeting with Raf Manji (Councillor for Waimairi - Chr stchurch City Counci ) 
regarding the Climate Change Commission 
DEV Committee 
Meeting with MFAT Officials 
Speech: MFAT Heads of Mission 
Farming Leaders Group 
Speech: Ngā Kōrero at St Peters on Willis (with Minister Woods) 
Meeting Ministers Parker and O’Connor regarding Ove seer 

 

24 May Press conference for release of CCATWG report 
Meeting with DairyNZ regarding the Dairy Action for Climate Change 
Meeting with the Powerco Board of Directo s and Hon Megan Woods 

 

25 May 
 
 
28 May 
 
 
 
29 May 

Meeting with Group of Organic Business Leaders regarding the Green Economy, 
Organics and Green Investment Fund 
Speech: Simpson Grierson (Auckland) 
Cabinet meeting (Zero Carb n Bill) 
Meeting with University of Waikato & University of California 
MfE Officials 
MFAT Officials 
Phone call with David Rothschild  
Meeting with NZX 
Spe ch: Simpson Grierson (Wellington) 
Generation Zero panel - Sustainability Week 
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1. Key decisions for you to make this week  

a. Confirm launch date for ZCB consultation 
 

b. Lodge discussion document with Cabinet on Friday 

2. Material for you to be aware of this week 

Domestic 

2.1. Beef+Lamb launches environment strategy 

Beef+Lamb New Zealand has announced an aspirational goal for the sector to be 
carbon-neutral by 2050. The announcement, made as part of their new environment strategy, 
notes that emissions from the sector are already 30 per cent lower than they were in 1990, 
achieved through improved efficiency combined with decreasing stock numbers.  

Planting trees will be a key part of meeting this goal, and Beef+Lamb will support the industry 
with other initiatives. The strategy also sets goals for managing and improving water quality, soil 
erosion and biodiversity loss. Central to this is their proposal for deve oping an on-farm 
environmental decision-making tool for farmers. They are looking at a 12 to18 month timeframe 
for delivery on this. We are meeting with Beef+Lamb next week to learn more about the strategy 
and their on-farm tool.  

Beef+Lamb’s climate change goal is in line with the Farmers Leaders Group goal of “zero net 
carbon” from agri-food by 2050. You (and other ministers) a e meeting with this group next 
week.   

2.2. New report released urges the Bank of England to do more on climate 
change  

Positive Money, a not-for profit research and campaigning organisation based in London has 
released a new report titled A Green Bank of England, Central Banking for a Low-Carbon 
Economy.  

The report is suppo tive of the steps that the Bank of England (BoE) has taken so far, which 
have primari y been to lead the discussion about the role of central banks in relation to climate 
change. However, it cri icises the BoE for only looking at climate change in relation to its 
impacts on risk and financial stability, ignoring how climate change interacts with its other roles.  

The eport argues that central banks, as institutions tasked with supporting the public good, 
should contribute to raising private and public finance to close the significant ‘green investment 
gap’. It argues that the BoE’s approach is incoherent, both over time and across different forms 
of policy (i.e  financial stability and monetary policy) because it is failing to take account of the 
costs of physical and transition risk that will result if action is not taken now. It notes that 
monetary policy since the financial crisis has unintentionally privileged high-carbon sectors, 
contradicting the BoE’s own concern over climate risk. 

One of the key recommendations is for a review of the monetary policy framework to assess its 
interactions with climate objectives, and to consider allowing the Monetary Policy Committee to 
promote decarbonisation with future monetary policy interventions. 
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In New Zealand, the Reserve Bank’s mandate in relation to climate change is being investigated 
as part of phase 2 of the review. However, the focus of this review is how climate change may 
impact financial stability.  

 

2.3.  Report on Climate Change and Environmental Health 

A report “Climate Change and Environmental Health”, commissioned by the Ministry of Health, 
identifies a number of health risks and recommends that plans be put in place for mitigating or 
adapting to these effects.  This report will significantly contribute to the assessment of climate 
change-related health risks as part of the upcoming National Climate Change Risk Assessment. 
It was prepared by ESR (the Institute of Environmental Science and Research), New Zealand’s 
Crown Research Institute that specialises in science relating to people and communities. 

Climate change is most likely to worsen environmental health risks that already exist including: 
exposure to air irritants and pollutants, extreme weather events, exposure to (or lack of) ultra-
violet solar radiation, potential establishment of vector-borne diseases and illnesses related 
from exposure to toxins, water-borne and infectious diseases. New risks are more likely to occur 
under high global emission scenarios. There are also a number of indirect impacts on health 
such as increased water and food insecurity and population migration. 

Addressing knowledge gaps will be critical to informing adaptation planning and policy and to 
reduce future climate related risks to health.  

2.4.  Productivity Commission to look into local government funding 

Local Government Minister Nanaia Mahuta announced on Friday 11 May that the Government 
will ask the Productivity Commission to hold an inquiry nto local government funding, to look at 
how local government can fund its activities most effectively and fairly. 

“Local government is facing increasing costs fo  things like three waters, roading, housing, and 
tourism infrastructure as well as adapting to climate change. And some of the councils facing 
the biggest cost increases also have shrinking rating bases,” Minister Mahuta said. “Rates are 
rising faster than incomes so simply raising rates is not the solution.”  

The inquiry is expected to start in August 2018 and present a final report mid-2019 after 
consulting with local government and infrastructure sectors. The terms of reference are still 
being finalised and will be released when agreed with the Productivity Commission.  

International 

2 5.  Update on California Global Climate Action Summit 

The genesis of the Summit was former UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres’ 
request to Governor Jerry Brown to convene an event on sub-national action in 2018 to inspire 
national governments to go beyond their current commitments when they (re-)communicate 
NDCs in 2020. In light of the US administration’s plans to withdraw from the Paris Agreement, 
and the heightened global attention on US domestic action, Governor Brown has added a global 
focus to the scope of the Summit and is seeking national government representation. 

To date, a select group of 25 governments have been identified for invitation under four broad 
categories: California’s strong bilateral partners; countries that have given national endorsement 
to the ‘Under2 MoU’ (sub-national climate pledge); high-ambition countries; and high emitters. 
We understand the group includes: Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, Chile, Argentina, UK, France, 
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Upcoming meetings 28 May – 8 June  
 
28 May Cabinet meeting (Zero Carbon Bill) 

  Meeting with University of Waikato & University of California 

  MfE Officials 

  MFAT Officials 

29 May Phone call with David Rothschild  

 Meeting with NZX 

 Speech: Simpson Grierson (Wellington) 
 Generation Zero panel - Sustainability Week 

30 May Estimates 1st  preparation session  

31 May Finish ZCB Paper with MfE Officials  

1 June Meeting with delegation from US House of Representatives (TBC) 

5 June Estimates 2nd preparation session  

 MFAT Officials meeting  

6 June WWF 

 MfE Officials Meeting  

 Speech: Summit for Previous R gional Winners of the Balance Farm 
Environment Awards  

7 June ZCB Announcement  

8 June Speech: Northland Climate Change Action Event  

 ZCB regional announcement in Whangarei  

1. Key decisions for you to make this week  

a. Meeting of delegated ministers to approve final consultation document 
 

b. Finalisation of consultation document with officials 

2. Material for you to be aware of this week 

Domestic 

2.1. Work with Hawkes Bay Regional Council and OECD on approaches to climate 
change adaptation 

Most countries are grappling with how to fund climate adaptation and a range of approaches are 
being implemented. The OECD is currently writing a report titled “Responding to rising seas: 
comparing OECD countries’ approaches to coastal adaptation” which will include approaches to 
financing. The report is due to be published in 2019. We have been working with the OECD on 
this and are writing a case study with the Hawkes Bay Regional Council outlining their approach 
to coastal hazards and climate change in Clifton to Tangoio. The UK, Canada and France are 
also providing case studies to outline what is happening in their countries and we are receiving 
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