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Upcoming meetings 

6 August 4.00pm – 4.30 pm Jeroen Douwes, EPA Board 

7 August 3.30pm – 4.00pm Minister Parker  

8 August 12.45pm – 1.15pm EPA Board members 

14 August 3.30 pm – 4.00pm Minister Parker  

Upcoming events 

10 August 9.00am – 1.00pm Environment announcement 

1. Updates for noting

1.1. Proposed amendment to EPA Act

You requested advice on the possibility of amending the Environmental Protection Act 
2011 to add the Waste Minimisation Act 2008 (WMA) into the list of environmental Acts 
that the Environmental Protection Authority enforces.  

The proposed amendment would entail amending the WMA at the same time to set out 
clear enforcement responsibilities, which would require more analysis. For this reason, 
and the fact that it would result in an omnibus Bill, the amendment may not be suitable 
to include in the RMA amendment Bill (currently due to go to Cabinet). We will suggest 
alternatives in a briefing note we are writing in consultation with the EPA. 

With regard to the best way to enforce the proposed plastic bags phase-out, we are 
looking at two options – the EPA or the Ministry.  

 
 

1.2. Minister Initiated Application to support transitioning away from use of single-use 
plastic shopping bags 

You asked how the Waste Minimisation Fund (WMF) could be used to help with the 
transition and future with no single-use plastic shopping bags, and whether it has been 
used in the past in connection with a phase out. 

Minister Initiated Applications (MIA) are applications submitted to the outside of the 
WMF annual contestable funding round, currently held in May of each year. MIA 
applications follow a slightly different application submission and assessment process, 
and are generally not confined to set timeframes for entering into a contractual 
agreement with the Ministry. 
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All MIA’s are assessed by an independent WMF Assessment Panel, with 
recommendations and conditions of funding (if any) inserted into a Briefing to the 
Minister, who has final approval. 

There would need to be an independent party to deliver any service or project approved 
by a MIA. 

While we play a role in developing the policy framework to phase out single-use plastic 
shopping bags, we consider that initiatives to transition consumers away from 
single-use plastic shopping bags are the responsibility of the industry and the 
organisations who will be most affected by these policy changes. Our communications 
with industry support our understanding that they are highly motivated and equipped to 
manage this transition from single-use plastic shopping bags to viable alternatives. 

We have supported a number of WMF projects with end-of-life recycling solutions for 
soft plastics (e.g. Astron Plastics Limited, The Packaging Forum Incorporated). We are 
not aware of situations where WMF funding has been used to support a phase out of 
products. Our use of WMF funding is now focussed towards strategic projects that 
support circular economy approaches to design waste out of the system and reduce the 
loss of valuable resources to landfill. We do not consider that a MIA to support 
transitioning away from single-use plastic shopping bags meets this criteria. 
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Upcoming meetings 

14 August 3.30pm–4.00pm Meeting with Minister Parker 

17 August 4.00pm–5.00pm Zero Waste Academy and NZ Product 
Stewardship Council 

20 August 10.00am–12.00pm Announcing WMF funding for CID Resource 
Recovery, Auckland 

1. Actions and decisions

1.1. Oil Filter Disposal Product Stewardship Scheme

You recently agreed to accredit the Oil Filter Disposal Voluntary Product Stewardship 
Scheme. Prior to you formally presenting the Product Stewardship Scheme Certificate, 
We were to visit the company premises to ensure that the recycling process was 
operating as described in the scheme application form.  

We have now inspected the premises and are satisfied that the business is meeting 
operating requirements. 

You may wish to now present  of Oil Filter Disposals with the Product 
Stewardship Accreditation Certificate. A small presentation in your office may be 
appropriate. 

Do you wish Ministry staff to work with your office and arrange a suitable time for the 
certificate to be presented? 

Yes/No 

2. Updates for noting

2.1. National Resource Recovery Project Feedback Group meetings

The National Resource Recovery Project Feedback Group recently held the first of its 
two consultation workshops with key stakeholders in the Working Group and Local 
Government Group (26/27 July) to understand the scale of New Zealand’s’ exposure to 
changes in the resource recovery industry following China’s National Sword Policy. 

The workshop highlighted the Australian experience and the impact on gate price 
uplifts. At the same time, discussion covered a number of key issues including: public 
perceptions around National Sword and what this means for waste management and 
recycling, transparency of costs (kerbside collection and recycling), impact of product 
design on recyclability, market influences on price stability, emerging technologies that 
drive change, product stewardship, economics of collection (e.g. glass), and recycling 
labelling/standards. 
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Weekly Update – Hon Eugenie Sage, Associate Minister for the 
Environment  

For the week starting 20 August 2018 

Upcoming meetings and events 

19 August 4.00pm – 5.00 pm New Zealand Product Stewardship Council 

21 August 1.30pm – 3.30pm Scion Research, Rotorua 

3 September 12.00pm – 12.30pm MfE Officials meeting 

Upcoming events 

20 August 10.00am – 12.00pm Announcing WMF funding for CID Resource 
Recovery, Auckland 

28 August 9.00am – 9.45pm Speaking to WasteMINZ / Sustainable Business 
Network's Inaugural Circular Economy Summit 
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1. Actions and decisions

1.1. Request for a session with Territorial Authority Officers’ Forum Sector Group

There is an opportunity for you to meet with the Territorial Authority Officers’ Forum (TA

Forum) a sector group of representatives from 67 local and unitary councils working on 
waste minimisation. WasteMINZ facilitate this sector group and run the meeting 
alongside their Annual Conference scheduled for 5 November at the Christchurch Air 
Force Museum of New Zealand. The TA Forum would welcome a session with you and 
have set aside two hours on their itinerary should you wish to attend. If you wish to 
accept this invitation, we can work with you and your office to develop the format and 
topics for the session. 

Would you like to meet with the TA Forum? 

Yes /No 

2. Updates for noting

2.1. Waste Advisory Board

The Waste Advisory Board is meeting next on 10 September in Wellington. The Board 
will use the time to discuss single-use plastic shopping bags, in response to your 
request for the Board’s advice on this topic. 

2.2.  
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2.3. Update on effects of National Sword on recyclers 

China’s ban on the importation of low-quality recyclables continues to have a global 
impact. China is still importing recyclable material do not wish to be responsible for 
sorting, cleaning and processing the low-quality material, and responsible for dealing 
with what is left over.   

Market demand for the products that China produce has not diminished, and thus they 
will still require raw materials. Most of New Zealand’s recyclables were sent to

alternative markets, which are now flooded as a result of China’s action. Consequently, 
the commodity prices have dropped, which is impacting recycling companies in New 
Zealand. 

In response to the commodity price crash, we met with councils and industry to 
understand how this crash is affecting the industry.  

At the recent workshops, local government and commercial operators confirmed they 
still have access to markets and are moving their recyclable products, albeit at lower 
prices. Mike Ritchie, who has helped the Australian Government in their response, 
confirmed the situation is not as dire as some media reports have portrayed. His advice 
was to ensure a measured approach is taken. 

The industry is experiencing financial stress as a result of the commodity price drop. We 
understand that some companies have sought help from the councils they provide 
services to. This is a commercial matter for the providers and councils to work through.  

There are no immediate steps that the Government could, or should, take to remedy 
this market issue in the short term. Our internal taskforce is currently assessing the 
national picture and will identify what action can be taken over the medium and long-
term to help provide New Zealand greater resilience in the resource recovery sector. 
Interim reports will be completed in late August, and final reports on the medium-long 
term solutions in late September. 

2.4. Consultation on phasing out single-use plastic shopping bags 

To date, we have received over 550 submissions, the majority of which support the 
proposal. We have spoken with E Tu who raised concerns over potential loss of jobs 
due to stopping domestic production of single-use plastic shopping bags. They will 
provide a submission. There was an article on Stuff on 16 August about how Kiwi 
Plastics in Porirua “will close down by the end of the year” because of the proposed 
ban. We will make contact with them to understand their position, to offer a visit to 
discuss, and will invite them to make a submission. We will be arranging meetings with 
Plastics NZ and the other plastic bag manufacturers this month. 
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2.6. Proactive release of Weekly Updates 

We have been proactively releasing Minister Parker’s and Shaw’s Weekly Updates 
once they are three months old. This happens on a monthly basis, following review and 
sign off from our Director team and the Ministers office. Redactions are made under the 
provisions of the Official Information Act.  

We understand that you are also interested in proactively releasing your Weekly 
Updates. We plan on introducing this process to your office in October, meaning the 
first of your Weekly Updates to be proactively released will be from the month of July.  

2.7. 
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