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1. Key policy issues and decisions for the week

1.1 The National Freshwater and Geothermal Resource Inquiry (Wai 2358) 

This item updates you on proceedings and notes upcoming actions for the Crown. 

The Waitangi Tribunal is holding an inquiry into the Wai 2358 claim made by the New 
Zealand Māori Council with others regarding the Crown’s privatisation of up to 49 per cent of 
several state owned enterprises and the Crown’s resource management reforms, including 
the Freshwater Reform Programme. Stage two of the Inquiry now resembles a general 
kaupapa inquiry (thematic inquiry into a nationally significant issue affecting Māori as a 
whole) into the management and allocation of fresh water 

The Waitangi Tribunal scheduled hearing week three of the Inquiry to be held from 30 
October – 3 November in Lower Hutt.  This third and final week was to cover the remaining 
evidence of the New Zealand Māori Council and interested parties, and Crown evidence.  In 
light of the new government formation process the Crown proposed that Crown evidence be 
deferred to a later date.  The Tribunal has agreed and directed the Crown to provide an 
update no later than 10 working days after a new Cabinet has been formed.   

The Crown will be required to provide the update on 9 November.  Ministry officials will 
provide you with a briefing on 3 November outlining the background to the Inquiry, the 
Crown’s approach to date and the draft update for your comment before filing with the 
Tribunal.   

It would be useful to discuss this item with MfE officials and Crown Law soon. 

1.2   Queenstown’s Affordable Housing Initiatives 

Queenstown represents an extreme case of housing under-supply in the face of 
unprecedented growth, both in permanent residents and visitors.  In response Queenstown 
Lakes District Council (QLDC) has undertaken a number of initiatives including: 

• Reviewing aspects of its district plan to provide for more development

• Commissioning a housing and business land assessment (as a requirement of the
National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity), to quantify demand for
housing and business land

• Continuing to develop its seven Special Housing Accord (SHA) fast-track
development areas

• Convening a Mayoral Taskforce on Housing Affordability

• Successfully applying for Housing and Infrastructure Fund support for four
infrastructure projects to support development

At its meeting of 26 October, QLDC made a significant decision on its seventh SHA to add a 
proposed 2,185 home subdivision, which is on a scenic route (The Ladies Mile), and to raise 
the developers’ contribution in SHAs from 5% to 10%.  In response to a Mayor’s Taskforce 
on Housing Affordability, a decision was also made to provide 1,000 affordable homes by 
2028 through a Secure Homes Programme in which the house is purchased or rented by 
the occupier (and on-sold at a controlled price) but the land is leased from a community 
trust.  This is a novel approach to ensure a proportion of affordable housing in perpetuity 
through the use of regulations (inclusionary zoning), ownership arrangements (Council 
granting a long term lease to a community trust), and limits on to whom and for what 
properties can be rented or on sold. 
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1. Actions and decisions

1.1 Healthy Homes Guarantee Bill (No 2) and air quality 

We are working with the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) to ensure 
policy alignment between the Healthy Homes Guarantee Bill (No2) (the Bill) and the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (Air Quality NES). We recommend you 
support the Supplementary Order Paper (SOP) that is intended to be lodged on 13 
November. We consider that the Bill will have positive implications for managing air quality 
and providing for warm homes.  

The Bill had its second reading on 26 July. It will introduce changes to the Residential 
Tenancies Act 1986 to ensure that all rental properties meet minimum heating and insulation 
standards. On 6 November, Cabinet delegated authority to Minister Twyford, Minister for 
Housing and Urban Development, and Minister Hipkins, Leader of the House, to agree 
policy and drafting for an SOP to amend the Bill. MBIE has informed us that Minister 
Twyford intends to table the Supplementary Order Paper on 13 November  present it to the 
Committee of the Whole House and Third Reading from 14 – 16 November and gain Royal 
Assent by 20 November.  

In March 2015, the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment recommended 
reviewing the Air Quality NES in response to improved scientific understanding of the health 
impacts of air quality. We recommend coordinating a review of the Air Quality NES with 
development of heating regulations under the Bill, to help to manage impacts on households 
and provide coherent requirements for home heating appliances. We will provide you with 
further advice on the potential for amendments to the Air Quality NES. 

1.2 Proposed regulations banning plastic microbeads in wash-off products 

We are seeking your direction on whether to progress regulations to ban plastic microbeads 
in wash-off products. The Parliamentary Counsel Office has drafted Regulations to ban the 
sale and manufacture of certain products containing plastic microbeads. A decision will be 
needed by you (or an Associate Minister) on whether to take the Regulations to the next 
stage which is the Cabinet Legislation Committee.  

We are bringing this to your attention now because the microbeads issue has had a lot of 
publicity including an announced timeframe of 30 November for gazettal of the Regulations, 
which would require Cabinet approval on 27 November (this timeframe is no longer 
achievable through the usual process). Please advise whether you would like further advice 
in a briefing note or a meeting with officials. 

Background 

In January 2017, a public consultation document was released on a proposal to ban the 
manufacture and sale, under the Waste Minimisation Act 2008, of plastic microbeads in 
personal care products like facial cleansers and toothpastes. Microbeads are designed to be 
washed directly down the drain where they are only partially captured by waste water 
treatment systems. They are harmful to marine life and are inessential to consumers 
because there are alternative ingredients that are not harmful. Consequently, several 
countries have moved to ban microbeads. 
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Options for future engagement with the 
Land and Water Forum 

MfE This briefing provides you with options 
for the future interactions with, and 
funding of, the Land and Water 
Forum. 

14 November 

Seeking your agreement to exercise the 
standing fee exception for three Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) Decision-Making 
Committees 

MfE Three EEZ Decision-Making 
Committees (DMCs) are expected to 
be appointed by the EPA Board on 30 
November. We have prepared a letter 
for you to sign and send to the 
Minister of State Services seeking his 
agreement on exercising a standing 
fee exception for EEZ DMC members. 

14 November 

Wai 2358 National Fresh Water and 
Geothermal Resources Inquiry – Report 
on role of Freshwater Iwi Leaders Group, 
the New Zealand Maori Council and 
interested parties 

MfE To inform you on the background, role 
and current work programme with the 
Iwi Leaders Groups, and background 
and role of the New Zealand Maori 
Council and others with a focus on the 
Wai 2358 inquiry and its interaction  

14 November 

Proposed Amendments for Inclusion in 
Statutes Amendment Bill 2018 

MfE The Statutes Amendment Bill is an 
annual process for maki g short, 
technical and non-cont oversial 
amendments to a range of Acts. This 
briefing note seeks the Minister's 
approval or six proposed 
amendments to resource 
managem nt legislation to be included 
in the 2018 Bill process. 

16 November 

Environmental Protection Authority – 
Achieving Sustainable Funding through 
Cost Recovery Changes and Budget 
2018 

MfE EPA is intending to publicly consult on 
increasing HSNO fees to its 
customers in early 2018. We seek the 
Minister’s agreement to lodge a 
Cabinet paper and EPA’s HSNO fees 
discussion document for noting at 
Cabinet by the end of the year. The 
briefing also introduces the Budget 18 
issues relating to the EPA’s baseline 
budget. 

23 November 

4. Environmental Protection Authority update

4.1 Briefing for the Incoming Minister 
We have provided you with the EPA Briefing for the Incoming Minister (BIM), which 
highlights the key issues and decisions coming up in the next 100 days. This status report 
features items that were not included in the BIM.  

4.2 East West Link Board of Inquiry Draft Decision Release 

We have previously advised on the status of the East West Board of Inquiry in the context 
of recent announcements. 

A draft decision by the Board of Inquiry on New Zealand Transport Agency’s (NZTA) East 
West Link application is due to be released on 14 November. At this time, we will invite 
specific parties who have been involved in the process, including submitters, Auckland 
Council, and the NZTA as an applicant, to make comment should they elect to do so.  
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This option is available to you as Minister for the Environment, and also to the Minister of 
Conservation. These comments are limited to matters of a minor and technical nature, and 
cannot relate to the decision. The comment period closes on 12 December. The final 
decision is due to the EPA by 22 December, and we will release it as soon as practicable 
thereafter. 

4.3 Hazardous Substance Reporting 

In addition to the annual 1080 report, reference to which was included in the BIM, there are 
two reporting processes which will be finalised in the next month.  

• The methyl bromide annual monitoring reports provide information on the amount of
methyl bromide used by operators. We will be actively managing the release of these
documents on the EPA website, as it could be contentious.

• The Activities and Intentions Report provides you with an assessment of the
enforcement of the Hazardous Substance and New Organisms Act 1996 for the
2016/2017 year. This will be provided to you in December.

4.4 Activities and Applications in the Exclusive Economic Zone 

There are currently two permitted activities planned in the Exclusive Economic Zone. 
Permitted activities do not require a consent from the EPA  but are monitored for 
compliance under the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environment 
Effects) Act 2012. Due to the nature of these activities, we anticipate they could be 
contentious. 

• Chatham Rock Phosphate Limited is currently undertaking a marine scientific research
activity deploying two seafloor moorings.

• Schlumberger New Zealand Limited intend to carry out a 3D seismic survey on the
Western Plateau off the coast of Taranaki, which will commence in December and run
for approximately three months.

We are currently processing a number of marine applications in addition to those included in 
the BIM.  

• Tamarind Taranaki seeking to disconnect the Floating Production and Storage Offtake
vessel “Umuroa” to enable it to be removed from the Tui Field.

• Shell Taranaki Ltd non notified discharge consent for preliminary investigation work on
the Maui exploration wells that were drilled 1969-1970. This is the first stage leading to
the eventual plugging and abandonment of these wells.

• Ports f Auckland non-notified consent application due to be lodged late 2017/early
2018 for he port and Rangitoto Channel dredgings to be disposed of at an EEZ Act
authorised site near Cuvier Island off the east coast of the North Island.Proa
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1. Progress towards government’s 100 day priorities

1.1. Housing 

You are meeting with the PM and other ministers on Monday 20 November to discuss 
the government’s broad Housing programme, and will be meeting again with Ministers 
Twyford and Genter in three weeks to agree the high level principles and approach to 
take forward your Urban Growth Agenda. You have indicated that this will focus on 
infrastructure funding and financing, including smart road pricing, and developing a 
future focused, rather than restrictive, approach to planning. We are working with MBIE 
on developing policy for the Housing Commission.  

1.2. Climate Cabinet paper 

This paper, led by Minister Shaw, seeks agreement from Cabinet on the process for 
introducing a Zero Emissions Bill to Parliament in 2018 and the set up of a Climate 
Change Commission establishment unit and a new Climate Change Ch ef Executive 
Board. This paper is expected to be considered by CBC in mid-December. Minister 
Shaw intends to set up a meeting with you to discuss the paper in advance of the 
committee meeting. 

2. Strategic priorities

2.1. Budget bids 

The Budget process requires Vote Ministers to confirm support for budget bids and their 
ranking. The Ministry is working on Departmental bids for establishment of the Climate 
Commission and climate priorities. A non-departmental bid has also been prepared for 
the Environmental Protection Authority to maintain delivery of core services required by 
the EEZ Act (see item 3.1 below). We would like to confirm with you that we should be 
working with Minister Sage on the EPA bid. More detail follows  

Initial indications of bids for Budget 2018 are due on 8 December. We will provide a 
briefing in the week of the 27 November. 

2.2. Resource Management Act 

We are meeting with you on Thursday 23 November to discuss how you want to deliver 
on your priorities for the resource management system. Following your feedback from 
this initial discussion, we can provide you with a series of briefings outlining the 
strategic issues and choices for you across: 

• the programme of national direction

• applications for use of the streamlined planning process

• scope and implementation of the national planning standards

• compliance, monitoring and enforcement

• the central government / local government relationship, and

• the future of the RMA.

2.3. Water quality 

We will provide you with a draft work plan for improving water quality, to be discussed at 
your meeting on Tuesday 21 November with Minister O’Connor. 
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The fee increases alone are insufficient to meet the baseline reduction.  A separate 
programme of introducing annual fees for some functions could make a significant 
contribution eventually but would require legislative change. 

A briefing note, draft Cabinet paper, cost recovery impact statement, and draft EPA 
discussion document covering the cost recovery charges will be sent to your office on 
23 November. 

4. Updates for noting

4.1. Stage 2 Report of the Havelock North Inquiry 

The Havelock North Inquiry is due to report to you as Attorney-General with its Stage 
Two findings by 8 December.  

The Ministry of Health, Ministry for the Environment and Department of Internal Affairs 
are preparing to report to interested ministers by Wednesday 22 November to seek 
agreement to an approach to responding to the Inquiry. We recommend that once 
ministers have an agreed approach an oral item be taken to Cabinet on Monday 27 
November to update your colleagues. Notice of oral items fo  this meeting should be 
lodged with the Cabinet office by 10am Thursday 23 November  

An advance copy of the Inquiry’s Stage Two report is expected to be available in early 
December and the Inquiry is likely to meet with the Attorney-General and other core 
ministers on 7 or 8 December to present their report (TBC). Agencies will brief ministers 
on the contents of the report prior to this meeting. 

4.2. Water Conservation Orders: Ngaruroro and Clive rivers Special Tribunal hearing 

A Water Conservation Order is causing some controversy in Hawkes Bay. 

In December 2015, six parties applied for a water conservation order on the Ngaruroro 
and Clive rivers in the Hawkes Bay  The application was made by the New Zealand 
Fish and Game Council, the Hawke’s Bay Fish and Game Council, Ngāti Hori ki 
Kohupatiki, Whitewater New Zealand, Jet Boating New Zealand, and the Royal Forest 
and Bird Protection Soc ety of New Zealand. 

The application seeks to protect the Ngaruroro River, the tributaries and hydraulically 
connected groundwater to its lower part, and 7km of the Clive River. A special tribunal 
has been appointed under section 202 of the Resource Management Act (RMA) to 
consider and report on the application. 

Hearing update 

The first stage of the hearing (Upper Ngaruroro River) begun on Tuesday 14 November 
in Napier. The special tribunal is expected to hear up to 115 presentations. The first 
stage is expected to conclude by 11 December. On 14 November it was reported that 
Ngāti Hori ki Kohupatiki have now withdrawn their support. 

4.3. Guidance for councils on monitoring under the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management (Freshwater NPS) 

We have prepared guidance documents on implementing the Freshwater NPS and 
seek your approval to put them on our website in the coming weeks. 

The Freshwater NPS was amended in August 2017. At the request of councils, 
guidance material is being developed to assist them to implement the amendments as 
intended. In some cases that means updating existing guidance on our website, for 
other matters new guidance is being developed (ie, for swimming and E. coli).  

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



We will provide you with a copy of the guides as they become available over the next 
few weeks. 

The guidance products are: 

• A Guide to Implementing the National Policy Statement for Freshwater
Management 2014 (as amended 2017) (update to existing)

• A Draft Guide to Swimming, E.coli and the National Targets under the Freshwater
NPS (new guidance)

• A Guide to Attributes under the Freshwater NPS (update to existing)

• A Draft Guide to Limits under the Freshwater NPS (new guidance)

These are technical non-statutory documents which are intended to help councils 
implement existing regulations. For your information, we have provided a copy of A 
Draft Guide to Monitoring under the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management (as amended in 2017). It includes the new council monitoring 
requirements for macroinvertebrates and advice on identifying ‘representative’ 
monitoring sites. We will provide you with regular updates on councils’ progress 
implementing the current NPS.  

Do you approve the release of A Guide to Implementing the National Policy Statement 
for Freshwater Management 2014 as amended in 2017? 

Yes/No 
4.4. Soil erosion control case study 

The Ministry has recently completed a project with Horizons to better understand 
improvements in water quality in the Manawatu-Wanganui region (focused on 
pathogens and sediment). A scientific report outlining the findings is due to be released 
at the end of November. A key finding is the strong relationship between water quality 
improvements and the proportion of farms in each catchment where interventions have 
occurred to reduce hill country erosion.  

The work was initiated in the Horizons region in 2006 and 2007 under the Government’s 
Sustainable Land Management and Climate Change (SLMACC) Plan of Action and the 
Horizons Sustainable Land Use Initiative (SLUI).  

Interventions under these initiatives included afforestation, retiring of erosion-prone land 
and riparian margins (through fencing and reversion to scrub), planting of gullies with 
poplars  etc. Accounting and monitoring programs were established at the time to 
record the interventions and their impacts on land and in-stream.  

To date, the programme has targeted 660 farms covering 500,000 hectares of land (60 
percent of farms with erosion prone land). Fourteen million trees have been planted, 
with an estimated 1 million tonnes of carbon fixed (reaching 11 million tonnes over the 
next 30 years). Since 2007, water quality for swimming has improved by 15 - 23 percent 
across the region, with similar improvements for suspended sediment and turbidity. 
Improvements are strongly correlated with the interventions.  

Officials can provide you with a more detailed briefing of this work. 

4.5. Minor updates to swimming maps by 30 November 

The Ministry intends to make minor changes to the water quality for swimming maps by 
removing a small number of areas identified as unsuitable for swimming by drinking 
water providers and power generators. The changes are in response to feedback from 
Regional Councils, Watercare, and hydroelectricity power generators and will remove 
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6. Engagement

6.1. Upcoming engagements 

Meeting with the Regional Sector Group, 23 November 

You have agreed to meet the Regional Sector Group (RSG), which consists of Mayors 
and Chairs from regional councils and unitary authorities, on Thursday 23 November. 
We understand four Mayors/Chairs and Chief Executives will attend, supported by Local 
Government New Zealand (LGNZ). RSG have indicated that they would like to discuss 
working with you on the environmental challenges facing New Zealand, specifically:  

Freshwater policy • Your plans, goals and aspirations for water
• Freshwater reforms – including the need to maintain expectations,

explore alternatives to further regulation and priorities for collective
research and science.

• LGNZ’s Water Work Programme ‘Water 2050’ – scoping the costs of
maintaining and improving water quality and its continued supply.

Natural Hazards and 
Climate Change 
policy  

• Climate change adaptation and mitigation, and the work LGNZ is
undertaking to help make progress in this space.

Resource Planning 
legislation  

• Opportunities to align core planning statures (Local Government Act,
Resource Management Act and Land Transport Management Act),
and increase the focus on the role of spatial planning.

• The workload the curren  national RMA directives place on councils,
and opportunities to improve this approach.

Biodiversity • A request for stronge  leadership from central government on
biodiversity matters. Regional and unitary councils collectively
contribute $70 million per annum to biodiversity.

6.2. Key issues in the media 

• Groups pushing for a Water Conservation Order on the Ngaruroro River in
Hawke's Bay say it is needed to protect the river’s unusually high water quality. A
hea ing on the conservation order began on 14 November (see item 4.2).

• Greenpeace is calling for the Government to end state funding of irrigation, and
presented a petition to Ministers Parker and Sage signed by almost 70,000 people.

• There is concern in the horticultural industry that the Government’s plans to
remove the rural-urban boundary will heighten urban sprawl, impacting national
food security.

• The independent Board of Inquiry appointed to consider the East West Link has
released its draft decision approving the proposal.
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Upcoming meetings 

Mon 27 November, 5:30pm Crown irrigation fund 
Tue 28 November, 9:15am Officials meeting 
Tue 28 November, 4pm  RMA 
Thu 30 November, 3:30pm Freshwater Rescue Group (Green NGOs) – 

note Minister O’Connor will be meeting them 
on your behalf 

Wed 6 December, 5pm Meeting with Simon Upton and PM 
TBC 

• Chew session with us on climate change (in particular including agriculture in the ETS)
• Meeting with us on the National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity
• Meeting on development of National Planning Standards

1. Progress towards Government’s 100 day priorities

1.1. Climate 

On 22 November you met with the Minister for Climate Change and MfE officials to 
discuss the draft Cabinet paper on the 100-day plan for climate change. The paper 
seeks agreement from Cabinet on the process for setting an emissions reduction goal 
and the establishment of a Climate Change Commission. At this stage the Minister for 
Climate Change is intending to take the paper to Cabinet Business Committee on 
Wednesday 13 December. 

1.2. Urban - Housing 

Following the meeting of Housing Ministers on 20 November, a draft Cabinet paper 
setting out the broad parameters and priorities of the government’s overall Housing 
programme will be discussed at the next meeting of Housing Ministers, likely to be in 
the week of 18 December. 

Working toward this we intend to provide you and Minister Twyford with a number of 
briefings relat ng to your key interests across the Housing programme in the week of 4 
December:  

• key principles and overview of the Urban Growth Agenda (as agreed at your
meeting with Minister Twyford on 15 November)

• the resource management planning and environmental aspects of the Housing
Commission

• NPS – Urban Development Capacity – release of price efficiency indicators

MBIE met with Minister Twyford on 23 November to discuss the Housing Commission’s 
organisational form and Cabinet paper timeframes. The Minister has agreed to a high-
level Cabinet paper before Christmas covering the key organisational concepts and 
purpose. A package of Cabinet papers covering the detailed policy for drafting 
legislation is planned for February 2018.  

Minister Twyford plans to receive briefings this year on the various aspects and then 
meet separately with relevant colleagues including you. 
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3.2. Guidance for councils on monitoring under the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management (Freshwater NPS) 

We seek your approval to the release of A Guide to Implementing the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management 2014 as amended in 2017. 

The Freshwater NPS was amended in August 2017. At the request of councils, 
guidance material is being developed to assist them to implement the amendments as 
intended. In some cases that means updating existing guidance on our website, for 
other matters new guidance is being developed (i.e. for swimming and E. coli).  

We will provide you with a copy of the guides as they become available over the next 
few weeks. 

The guidance products are: 

• A Guide to Implementing the National Policy Statement for Freshwater
Management 2014 (as amended 2017) (update to existing)

• A Draft Guide to Swimming, E.coli and the National Targets under the Freshwater
NPS (new guidance)

• A Guide to Attributes under the Freshwater NPS (update to existing)

• A Draft Guide to Limits under the Freshwater NPS (new guidance)

These are technical non-statutory documents which are intended to help councils 
implement existing regulations. For your information, we have provided a copy of A 
Draft Guide to Monitoring under the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management (as amended in 2017). It includes the new council monitoring 
requirements for macroinvertebrates and advice on identifying ‘representative’ 
monitoring sites. We will provide you with regular updates on councils’ progress 
implementing the current NPS.  

Do you approve the release of A Guide to Implementing the National Policy Statement 
for Freshwater Management 2014 as amended in 2017? 

Yes/No 
3.3. Draft Decision and Report – East-West Link Road Proposal. 

The Board of Inqui y’s draft report was released on 14 November. The Board’s 
unanimous decision is to confirm the two Notices of Requirement, and approve the 23 
resource consents for the East-West Link Road in Auckland. The Government has 
signalled that the proposal will not go ahead in its current form.  

You may, but are not required to, comment on minor or technical aspects of the draft 
report and conditions pursuant to section 149Q of the RMA with comments due at the 
EPA by 5pm on 12 December.  

While there are inevitable typos in this draft decision which can be corrected by the 
Board, it is considered that there are no matters of error, omission or correction that 
would warrant comment by you at this stage in the process. 

We consider that it is a thoughtfully considered and structured decision. The Board was 
clearly mindful that the decision will only be appealable on points of law.  

The Board required amendment to the proposal both through the hearing and mediation 
process (for example the land bridge and cycleways/pathways design to mitigate 
severance), including declining some aspects of proposed sub and inter-tidal dredging, 
and removing or modifying two reclamation landforms (headlands).  
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Offset mitigation was also required, involving both ecological restoration works and 
funded scientific research. Conditions have been generally agreed upon between NZTA 
and Auckland Council. 

Clear focus was given to relevant recent case law, with discussion around the 
consequent approach taken regarding those matters of direction in assessing this 
proposal. 

Do you wish to comment on the draft report and conditions? 

Yes/No 
3.4. Environment Canterbury – New Chair 

On 10 November, Bill Bayfield, Chief Executive of Environment Canterbury, wrote to 
you and the Minister for Local Government informing you of the Council’s intention to 
call a special meeting to elect a new Chair, (and possibly) Deputy Chair, on 30 
November. This follows the resignation of David Bedford, a Government appointed 
member and Chair, on 26 September. Under the Environment Canterbury (Transitional 
Governance Arrangements) Act 2016, you and the Minister of Local Government are 
jointly responsible for the decision whether to appoint a replacement member.  

You are not required to appoint a replacement member and he Government does not 
have a role in selecting the Chair or Deputy Chair. The Act requires a minimum of three 
and a maximum of six appointed members; with David Bedford’s resignation, there are 
five remaining appointed members.  

We recommend you discuss the matter with Hon Nanaia Mahuta, Minister of Local 
Government. The Department of Internal Affairs has provided similar advice to Hon 
Mahuta. We can support you in that meeting if required. 

Do you wish to meet with Minister Mahuta? 

Yes/No 

4. Updates for noting

4.1.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

4.2. Soil erosion control case study 

We have recently completed a project with Horizons to better understand improvements 
in water quality in the Manawatu-Wanganui region (focused on pathogens and 
sediment). A scientific report outlining the findings is due to be released at the end of 
November. A key finding is the strong relationship between water quality improvements 
and the proportion of farms in each catchment where interventions have occurred to 
reduce hill country erosion.  
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4.6. Australian Meeting of the Environment Ministers (MEM), Melbourne, Australia, 15 
December 

You recommended Minister Sage attend the MEM, scheduled for 15 December. This 
has now been postponed to the first quarter of 2018 on the request of Federal 
Environment Minister Frydenberg. We have notified Minister Sage’s office and we will 
notify you when a new date has been confirmed.  

4.7. International progress on ratification of the Kigali Amendment 

The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, which seeks to phase down the use of 
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), will enter into force on 1 January 2019 after its threshold 
was met by 20 parties achieving ratification last week. This coincided with the annual 
Montreal Protocol Meeting of the Parties in Canada, where New Zealand was 
represented by officials from the Ministry for the Environment, the Environment 
Protection Authority and the Ministry of Fo eign Affairs and Trade. Therefore, there is a 
possibility the media may ask about New Zealand’s progress towards ratification of the 
Amendment.  

As HFCs are potent greenhouse gases, the Kigali Amendment represents a significant 
step towards keeping the global temperature rise “well below” 2 degrees Celsius, a 
target agreed at the Paris climate conference in 2015. Currently 22 Parties have ratified, 
including Australia, Can da, Germany and the UK.  

New Zealand has not yet ratified the Amendment but we are working through the 
domestic processes required, with an aim to ratify by 1 January 2019. However, this 
would require a National Interest Analysis to be taken through parliamentary treaty 
examination and amendments to be made to regulations under the Ozone Layer 
Protection Act to set up an import permitting system for New Zealand to control its 
phase down of HFCs. The National Interest Analysis will be provided to you in early 
February, with the possible legislative process to be carried out in the second quarter of 
2018 depending on your balance of priorities. 

4.8. EPA’s Quarter One Performance Report 1 July to 30 September 2017 

The EPA regularly provides Ministers with its performance reports on a quarterly basis 
for noting and the Ministry gives advice on it as the monitoring department. We note no 
issues with the EPA’s Q1 performance and we expect to brief Ministers on the EPA and 
its key issues and priorities in the week of 27 November. 
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[BUDGET SENSITIVE] 

Upcoming meetings 

Week 18-22 December 

18 December 11am Weekly Update meeting 

19 December 9am Meeting with Simon Upton (PCE) 

19 December 4pm Housing ministers meeting 

20 December 8am RMA - Compliance, monitoring enforcement 

20 December 4.30pm Water meeting with Minister O’Connor – LAWF and 
Water Cabinet paper 

Proposed meetings for 2018 

MfE PIF /organisational strategy 

Meeting with Ministers Twyford and Sage on Urban Development 
Authority planning powers 

Chew session with MfE officials on climate change 

Meeting with officials on the National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development Capacity (outstanding request for discussion on detail) 

Marine Ministers meeting 

1. Progress towards Government’s 100 day priorities

1.1. 100 Day Plan for Climate Change

On Wednesday 13 December The 100 Day Plan for Climate Change paper was 
conside ed and approved for referral to Cabinet (Monday 18 December) by the Cabinet 
Business Committee. The paper seeks agreement from Cabinet on the process for a 
setting a net zero target for 2050 and the establishment of a Climate Change 
Commission. We are working closely with the Office of the Minister for Climate Change 
on a public announcement at the post-Cabinet press conference on Monday 18 
December.  
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1.2. Urban 
Your meeting with Ministers Twyford (Housing and Urban Development) and Sage 
(Conservation) to discuss Urban Development Authority policy proposals on reserves, 
and planning and consenting has been deferred to the New Year. We understand that 
Minister Twyford intends to forward you the relevant briefings prepared by the Ministry 
of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) in advance and we will also brief you.  

The high-level Cabinet paper on the Urban Development Authority will now be 
considered on Wednesday 20 December by the Cabinet Business Committee. We will 
provide you a meeting note prior to the meeting.  

Minister Twyford is also presenting two Cabinet papers on Kiwibuild on Monday 18 
December. These papers propose establishing the wholesale land programme, creating 
an interim Kiwibuild unit within MBIE as well as seeking initial appropriations and 
delegations. This looks like a sensible way forward to progress this work.  

You are also meeting with the PM and Housing Ministers on 19 December to discuss 
the strategic direction, priorities and delivery approach for the wide  Housing and Urban 
Development work programme. Minister Twyford will present a draft Cabinet paper 
presenting key choices and trade-offs that will need to be considered in order to best 
deliver the Government’s priorities relating homelessness, Kiwibuild, mix of new 
housing and system reform. The pace with which we can help shift the planning system 
to make room for growth and bring down the cost of urban land under the Urban Growth 
Agenda will have a direct impact on the overall cost and success of the work 
programme over the medium to long term. 

2. Strategic priorities

2.1. Water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2.2. Budget 2018 – Reprioritisation Initiatives 

Cabinet has agreed to a baseline reprioritisation process as part of the Budget 2018 
fiscal strategy. Portfolio Ministers are expected to write back to the Associate Minister of 
Finance by 26 January 2018 with the outcome of their reviews. The focus of the review 
is to identify low value activity and activity that is not aligned to Government priorities for 
possible reprioritisation. We will discuss our approach to this exercise with you on 
Monday 18 December. A briefing and letter will be prepared in January for your review 
before the due date of 26 January. 

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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[BUDGET SENSITIVE] 

3. Actions and decisions

3.1. Westpower Ltd Concession Application 

Minister Sage (Conservation) has requested you accept responsibility to make a 
decision on a concession application under the Conservation Act 1987, as Minister 
Sage considers she has a conflict of interest in regard to this matter.  

The concession is sought by Westpower Ltd to construct and operate a run-of-river 
hydro-electric power scheme on the Waitaha River, within public conservation land on 
the West Coast of the South Island. The concession application was publicly notified 
and public hearings were held in 2016. A large number of submissions were received, 
including some strong opposition from environmental groups. A decision on the 
concession application was expected by the end of 2017. The decision carries high 
public interest and there may be a possibility of challenge in the courts. 

Resource consent will still be required under the RMA in order for the scheme to 
progress further (it is expected that Westpower Ltd will apply for consent from the West 
Coast Regional Council if the concession is granted).Taking on this responsibility 
should not conflict with any potential decision-making responsibilities that may arise 
under the RMA such as your functions and powers relating to nationally significant 
proposals.  

We note that the Prime Minister’s agreement will be required as per the Cabinet 
Manual.  

4. Updates for noting

4.1. Freshwater Improvement Fund - notification of change in fund recipient for Lake
Whangape project 

We are notifying you, as delegated authority holder, of a change in fund recipient for the 
Lake Whangape project. This project was approved for funding by the former Minister 
for the Environment through the Freshwater Improvement Fund. A total of $900,643 
was awarded to the Waikato Regional Council (WRC) to improve the water quality and 
habitat of Lake Whangape. The project is being delivered in partnership with the 
Department of Conservation (DOC), and the Waikato Tainui (Nga Muka Development 
Trust and Waah  Whaanui Trust).  

The project pa tners are developing the detailed work programme and finalising the 
deed of funding. The partners have agreed by consensus it will be more efficient if DOC 
is the recipient of funding as they will be undertaking the majority of works. Given that 
the project will be delivered in partnership we are confident that the same outcomes will 
be achieved. On this basis we have agreed to progress this request and transfer the 
funding from WRC to DOC. We expect the project will commence by February 2018.  

4.2. Regulations Review Committee Request 

You have received a letter from the Regulations Review Committee in relation to fees 
set under the Resource Management (Forms, Fees and Procedure) Amendment 
Regulations 2017. The Committee has asked for the financial models used to calculate 
the fees that were set by these regulations. You are requested to respond to the 
Committee by Friday 26 January 2018. 

The Ministry is following up this matter with the Ministry of Justice as the fees relate to 
the Environment Court and were established as part of the Civil Fees Review in 2013. 
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[BUDGET SENSITIVE] 

We will work with the Ministry of Justice in writing up a response for your consideration. 
We will aim to provide this response to you by 17 January 2018. 

4.3. Enhanced water transfer going live in Marlborough 

On Sunday 24 December, Marlborough District Council (MDC) is scheduled to go live 
with its eWater enhanced transfer system.  The eWater system is an online platform 
that enables water consent holders to transfer water between each other. The Ministry 
contributed $150,000 towards the system through the Community Environment Fund. 
We will continue to monitor the effectiveness of this approach and its applicability to 
other regions. 

The eWater system was designed to let Marlborough water users transfer their 
allocated but unused water as simply as an online-banking transaction. This will be 
particularly useful during the forecast dry conditions for early 2018. MDC and the 
Ministry will be monitoring its uptake by users over the coming months.  

There are no mechanisms in the system to buy or sell the water as part of the transfer. 
However payments are not prohibited and could be arranged separately  

4.4. Government Response to Havelock North Inquiry – Cabinet Paper 

The Ministers for Health and Local Government have lodged a joint cabinet paper to 
seek agreement from Cabinet on the proposed government response to the Stage 2 
Report of the Havelock North Inquiry. The cabine  paper was prepared by the 
Department of Internal Affairs and Ministry for Health with input from the Ministry for the 
Environment, the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, and Crown Law. The 
Cabinet Paper indicates that the Ministry fo  the Environment will lead a work stream on 
enhancing protection of sources of drinking water through the resource management 
system. You have been provided with a briefing note that contains further information.  

4.5. Kaputone Wool Scour water bottling plant 

Cloud Ocean Water Ltd, a Chinese water bottling company, purchased Kaputone Wool 
Scour in Christchurch. The original consent to abstract water was transferred when the 
purchase occurred. This part of the process simply occurs on notice to the Council. 
However Cloud Ocean Water needs a new consent to use the water for water bottling. 
This application has been received by Environment Canterbury but has yet to be 
processed to a decis on. The application requires an assessment of the environmental 
effects of the use of the water. There is no re-assessment of the impacts of the take, or 
the merits of why the water is being used. 

Christchurch City Council has raised concerns about the effect of the proposed deeper 
water take on its supply. As Canterbury’s water resources are in increasing demand, 
water bottling is likely to be a future focal point for public and media concerns. We are 
preparing advice for early in the new year on water bottling and pricing. 
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Update of the Australian and New 
Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine 
Water Quality 

MfE The update of the Australian and New 
Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and 
Marine Water Quality which is due to 
launch in the first quarter of 
2018.  The briefing note will provide 
information on the revision and will be 
seeking your agreement to launch the 
guidelines. The Australian Minister for 
Agriculture and Water Resources will 
be writing to you seek your agreement 
to launch the guidelines and a draft 
letter provided by the Australian 
Department of Agriculture and Water 
Resources will be provided for your 
noting.  

18 December 

Allocation “chew paper” for Christmas 
reading 

MfE This paper provides context for the 
work on the water and discharge 
allocation systems, including 
opportunities and problems with the 
current system and examples of 
international approaches. 

18 December 

2018 Legislation Bids - Environment MfE This briefing note w l provide draft 
bids for the 2018 Legislation 
Programme in accordance with 
Cabinet Office circular CO (17) 11 

18 December 

Streamlined Planning Process MfE Two briefings relating to statutory 
processes and decisions for Hastings 
and Tauranga applications. 

18 December 

Te Mana o Te Wai Fund - Options on 
funding allocation 

MfE As part of Budget 2017, a transfer of 
funds from the Ministry for Māori 
Development - Te Puni Kōkiri (TPK) to 
the Ministry for the Environment 
occurred, providing an additional $1 
million to support freshwater initiatives 
through the Te Mana o Te Wai Fund 
(TMOTW) appropriation. This briefing 
note seeks a decision on options for 
allocating this $1 million. 

19 December 

Genetic Technology - Overview and next 
steps 

MfE A high level overview of developments 
in genetic technologies, the 
international regulatory landscape, the 
value of a public conversation on how 
New Zealand responds and the 
preparatory work required. 

20 December 

6. Engagement

6.1. Key issues in the media

• Water bottling and in particular the transfer of a consent to Ling Hai Group
(majority shareholder of Chinese-owned Cloud Ocean Water) in Canterbury has
received significant coverage this week. The plant is set to become one of the
biggest in New Zealand.
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‘Information on the proposed amendments 
for inclusion in the Statues Amendment Bill 
2018 that the Minister received on 21 
November 2017  (Minister’s reply to my 
WQ 10265(2017).’ 

 
National Party 

17-O-01565 12 January 19 January 

On The Waitangi Tribunal’s national 
Freshwater and Geothermal Resources 
Inquiry  that the Minister received on 2 
November 2017 (Minister’s reply to my WQ 
10241(2017).’ 

 
National Party 

17-O-01566 12 January 19 January 

 ‘Briefing, memos or aide memoirs that the 
Minister received on Annual update on the 
use of fireworks in New Zealand, 
Publication of updated guidance on 
Coastal Hazards and Climate Change, 
Update on progress towards developing 
the first set of national planning standards; 
your role in urban areas (refer Minister’s 
reply to my WQ 10223 (2017). 

 
National Party 

17-O-01567 12 January 19 January 

‘Briefings, memos or aide memoires 
relating to international meetings in 
December 2017” (Minister’s reply to my 
WQ 10218(2017).’ 

 
National Party 

17-O-01568 2 January 19 January 

Briefing/memos or aide memoires relating 
to Action required for the East-West Link 
Roading Proposal and Inquiry Fee 
Extension (Minister’s reply to my written 
question 10215 (2017). 

 
National Party 

17-B-01569 12 January 19 January 

‘A copy of The Crown’s approach for 
addressing Iwi and hapū rights and 
interests in freshwater; Information on 
Waitangi Tribunal's Freshwater Inquiry (as 
per Minister’s reply to my written question 
10198 (2017).’ 

 
National Party 

17-O-01570 12 January 19 January 

‘The  Weekly Environment Update and all 
other briefing papers, memos or aide 
memoires received by the Minister on 10 
November 2017. (Reply to my written 
question 10200 (2017)).’ 

 
National Party 

17-O-01571 12 January 19 January 

Documents  relating to Information on the 
National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development Capacity; Advice on EEZ 
regulations and the Event note received by 
the Minister on 16 November 2017 referred 
to in his answer to my written question 
10183 (2017). 

 
National Party 

17-O-01572 12 January 19 January 

A copy of the Hazardous Substances and 
New Organisms Amendment Act 2015 
(Transitional Controls) Regulations 2017 
and related information received by the 
Minister on 9 November 2017 and referred 
to your reply to my Written question 
10199(2017). 

 
National Party 

17-O-01573 12 January 19 January 
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[BUDGET SENSITIVE] 

A copy of the Briefing to the Incoming 
Minister (BIM) provided to the Minister for 
the Environment; • A copy of the BIM 
provided to the Minister for Climate 
Change; • A copy of the BIM provided to 
both Associate Ministers for the 
Environment; • All reports, memorandums, 
papers , documents, advice, 
correspondence, notes, emails, text 
messages, PID, or other official 
information, written, reviewed or 
considered by Ministry staff between 1 
August 2017 and 26 October 2017, in 
relation to the preparation of the BIMs 
and/or content of the BIM;  • All draft 
versions of the BIMs produced between 1 
September 2017 and 26 October 2017; • 
All covering notes that may have gone with 
the BIMs signed by the Secretary for the 
Environment;  • All attachments and/or any 
other briefings that went alongside the 
BIMs; • A copy of the Briefing to the 
Incoming Ministers of the Natural 
Resources Sector; • A copy of all other 
briefing to incoming Ministers from any 
board, such as the Waste Advisory Board. 

 
Member of the 
public 

17-D-01451 TBC 19 December 

(15 day 
extension 
pending) 

Our client wishes to specifically see, in 
relation to each government leasing 
transaction in the Bowen Campus, the 
following: the net lettable area of each 
premises; the term and rights/options to 
renew/extend; the annual gross rental; the 
rent review frequencies and structures; and 
details of any incentives given by the 
Landlord each Tenant. 

 
DLA Piper 

17-D-01553 - 16 January 

I request: 

1. a). All of the evidence that has led MfE
to conclude that: "Pressures on natu al
resources are reaching critica  boundaries";
and b). All correspondence between MfE
and other stakeholders elating to "critical
boundaries".

2. How MfE:

a) Defines 'critical boundaries'; and

b) What or which are the critical
boundaries that have been identified in
New Zealand; and c). Which natural
resources have been identified as, or are
near, "reaching critical boundaries"?

3. And, relating to the statement:

"The evidence indicates that environmental 
constraints and pressure points are being 
reached. Current trends (eg, population 
growth, greenhouse gas emissions, 
biodiversity loss, and demand for access to 
natural resources) suggest those pressure 
points will continue to be tested. 

 
FYI.org.nz 

17-D-01605 23 January 30 January 
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I request: 

a) All of the 'evidence' behind this
statement (i.e., all of the evidence referred
to by the statement  'evidence indicates');
and b). How 'pressure points' are defined;
c). Which pressure points have been
identified as nearing being reached, or
reached, in New Zealand; and d). How
environmental constraints are defined; and
e). Which environmental constraints have
been identified as, or nearing, being
reached in New Zealand?

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
require clarification over my request. 

I request all information, documents, and 
correspondence held by the Ministry of the 
Environment relating to: 

A) the benefit of irrigation and water
storage projects to New Zealand; and

B) irrigation and water storage as a method
of climate adaptation for both domestic
and/or rural populations; and

C) the environmental, economic, and social
impacts of irrigation and/or water storage;
and

D) any other information held by the
Ministry that relates to irrigation and water
storage in New Zealand that has been
commissioned, received, or conducted by
the Ministry since 2007, and that is not
otherwise covered by this request.

 
FYI.org.nz 

17-D-01614 23 January 30 January 

I request all information, documents, and 
correspondence relating to the 
environmental impact of tourism in New 
Zealand that has been conducted, 
commissioned, and/or received by the 
Ministry for the Environment since 2012 

 
FYI.org.nz 

17-D-01615 24 January 31 January 

Can I please OIA all do uments, including 
emails, reports, notes etc, relating to the 
chemical foam that has been used at 
Defence Force bases.   

 
Fairfax Media 

17-D-01618 24 January 31 January 

I request copies of all information held in 
relation to: 

a. the testing reports produced in relation
to the testing for PFAS being undertaken at
Ohakea, Woodburne and Whenuapai
airbases;

b. correspondence with affected land
owners; and

c. details of the potentially affected land
areas.

 
Shine Lawyers, 
Senior Solicitor 

17-D-01624 24 January 31 January 
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Lessons Learned from the Housing Accords 
and Special Housing Areas Act 2013 

MfE Advice on lessons learned for the RM 
and planning system, from the 
HAASHA experience in Auckland, 
Queenstown and Tauranga. 

23 January 

Housing Commission Fundamentals and 
Decision-making - meeting note 

MfE Advice to Minister Parker prior to his 
meeting with Ministers Twyford, 
Mahuta, Robertson, Jones on Housing 
Commission Fundamentals and 
Decision-making briefing notes. The 
meeting will likely be in early February 
2018 

25 January 

Ratification of Minamata Convention MfE This briefing seeks the Minister's 
agreement to the legislative measures 
required to meet the Conventions 
obligations. 

26 January 

Marine Ministers Meeting MfE The purpose of this briefing is to 
prepare you for chairing the Marine 
Ministers meeting on 30 Janua y. 

26 January 

Briefing Note to you on the submission of draft 
regulations to Cabinet 

MfE This briefing accompani s a LEG 
paper, draft regulations and RIS for 
seeking Cabinet approval of 
amendment regulations for the deposit 
of jettisoned material from space 
vehicle launches on the seabed in the 
w der EEZ   

30 January 

Agreement sought on the scope of the first set 
of National Planning Standards and a formal 
consultation process 

MfE This briefing follows an earlier update 
briefing. It seeks agreement to the 
matters that will be included in the first 
set of standards for consultation and 
the process for formal consultation.  

30 January 

Resource Management: potential future work 
programme 

MfE Advice in response to direction from 
you for the us to look for options to 
address RMA grit in the wheels 

31 January 
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d). How environmental constraints are defined; and 

e) Which environmental constraints have been
identified as, or nearing, being reached in New
Zealand?

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require 
clarification over my request. 

The analysis and data related to the Waikato River 
Authority (WRA) which was provided in the Crown 
report questionnaires (completed as part of the 
Waikato and Waipā river arrangements review) by 
Waikato-Tainui’s accord Crown agency and Joint 
Management Agreement (JMA) partners (i.e. councils 
and government departments). 

 
Waikato Raupatu 
Lands Trust 

17-D-01613 N/A 9 February 

I request all information, documents, and 
correspondence held by the Ministry of the 
Environment relating to: 

A) the benefit of irrigation and water storage projects
to New Zealand; and

B) irrigation and water storage as a method of climate
adaptation for both domestic and/or rural populations;
and

C) the environmental, economic, and social impacts
of irrigation and/or water storage; and

D) any other information held by the Ministry that
relates to irrigation and water storage in New Zealand
that has been commissioned, received, or conducted
by the Ministry since 2007, and that is not otherwise
covered by this request.

 
FYI 

17-D-01614 23 January 30 January 

I request all information, documents, and 
correspondence relating to the environmental impact 
of tourism in New Zealand that has been conducted, 
commissioned, and/or received by the Mi istry for the 
Environment since 2012 

 
FYI 

17-D-01615 24 January 31 January 

Copies of all applications for ELAF funding in relation 
to the Thames Coromandel District Plan review 
process and related appeals  received during 2017 
(calendar year). 

 
Coromandel 
Property Owners 
Alliance - 

 

17-D-01691 24 January 31 January 

Dating back to April 2015, any advice, reports, 
briefings, emails or memos on the presence of PFOS 
and PFOA.  This should include – but not exclude – 
the testing carried out on Defence land. 

 
Political 
Reporter,TVNZ 

18-D-00023 5 February 12 
February 

A copy of the event note for Minister Parker’s visit to 
Rotorua, titled in our records as ‘Rotorua Te Arawa 
Lakes Programme site visits’ 

 
Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council 

18-D-00012

(Same 
document 
as in scope 
of  17-O-
01573) 

6 February 13 
February 
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Upcoming meetings 

Week 29 January – 9 February 

30 January 

30 January 

1 February: 

2 February 

5 February 

7 February 

9 February 

3.30pm 
5.30pm 
11.15am 
5.00pm 
2.30pm 
- 
8.30am 
11.00am 
1.00pm 
2.00pm 
9.00am 

11.00am 

Meeting with Ministers Parker and Sage 
Marine ministers 
MfE officials meeting 
Mayor Jim Boult (Queenstown) 
Gary Taylor 
Waitangi day meetings 
Urban Development Agenda organisational form 
Urban Development Agenda Maori interests 
EPA Board Strategy 
Havelock North Inquiry response 
Auckland urban planning issues with the 
Independent Hearings Panel and officials 
Resource Management reform Coalition 
(Infrastructure NZ, Business NZ, Property Council, 
EMA, EDS) 

1. Progress towards Government’s 100 day priorities

1.1. 100 Day Plan for Climate Change 

Zero Carbon Bill 

The Minister for Climate Change has a report-back to Cabinet on the terms of reference 
for the Interim Climate Change Committee (Interim Committee), terms of reference for 
the public sector climate change board of Chief Executives, and the timing and 
sequencing of key government decisions on priority climate change matters.  The 
Minister for Climate Change is aiming for the Cabinet Environment, Energy and Climate 
Committee (ENV) on 20 March and the Cabinet Appointments and Honours Committee 
(APH) to appoint the Interim Committee members on 28 March.  We expect the Minister 
for Climate Change consult you and other Ministers on these matters from 22 February 
to 13 March. 

1.2.  Urban 

Housing Commission 

We continue to provide input to the MBIE briefings to Minister Twyford, Minister for 
Housing and Urban Development, seeking policy direction on key aspects of the 
Housing Commission proposal. We understand that all briefings are being forwarded to 
your office by Minister Twyford’s office and will continue to prepare advice, where 
relevant, to support you in the upcoming discussions with your colleagues. This 
includes advice on Maori interests for the meeting scheduled for 7 February.  
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3.5. Release of the NZCPS effectiveness review 

The Minister of Conservation will likely publicly release a report on the effectiveness of 
the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (NZCPS) week of 5 February. The 
review was undertaken by the Department of Conservation (DOC) over 2016-2017.  

 Key findings from the NZCPS effectiveness review include: 

- Strategic spatial app oaches to coastal planning are challenging but underpin
effective implementation

- Implementation is well advanced in some places but less advanced elsewhere

- Consistent methodologies and further implementation guidance are still required

- Strongly polarised views exist on the implications of the 2013 King Salmon court
decision on NZCPS directive policies, particularly in relation to the consideration
of outstanding natural landscapes

The findings of the review highlight similar issues to other recent evaluations of national 
direction instruments, including the length of time taken for implementation and the 
relationship between different pieces of national direction. Some of the findings have 
implications beyond the coastal environment, for example the need for consistent 
methodologies for identifying outstanding areas, coastal hazard risks or climate change 
effects. We are working alongside DOC on their intended work programme, to ensure 
cohesion across the resource management system. Outstanding natural landscapes 
may be raised in discussion post release of the Marlborough Salmon farm relocation 
proposals. 

We understand from the Department of Conservation that the Minister will send you a 
letter advising you of the upcoming release.  
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3.6. Final decision -East West Link Proposal 

The East West Link Proposal final decision was publicly notified on 24 January. The 
Board’s unanimous final decision is to confirm the two Notices of Requirement, and 

approve the 24 resource consents for the East-West Link Road in Auckland. The 
Government has signalled that the proposal will not go ahead in its current form. No 
significant amendments were made from the draft decision; we provided you a 
summary of this in Weekly Update on 24 November 2017 and noted no issues 
warranted a ministerial comment. The final decision can only be appealed to the High 
Court on questions of law. Appeals must be filed with the registrar of the High Court 
before Tuesday 13 February. Our initial analysis has not considered whether there are 
any grounds for an appeal. The decision to appeal would sit with the applicant (NZTA), 
submitters and yourself as Minister for the Environment. 
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points will continue to be tested. 
I request: 
a) All of the 'evidence' behind this statement (i.e., all
of the evidence referred to by the statement
'evidence indicates'); and
b). How 'pressure points' are defined; c). Which 
pressure points have been identified as nearing being 
reached, or reached, in New Zealand; and  
d). How environmental constraints are defined; and 
e) Which environmental constraints have been
identified as, or nearing, being reached in New
Zealand?
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require 
clarification over my request. 

I request all information, documents, and 
correspondence held by the Ministry of the 
Environment relating to: 
A) the benefit of irrigation and water storage projects
to New Zealand; and
B) irrigation and water storage as a method of climate
adaptation for both domestic and/or rural populations;
and
C) the environmental, economic, and social impacts
of irrigation and/or water storage; and
D) any other information held by the Ministry that
relates to irrigation and water storage in New Zealand
that has been commissioned, received, or conducted
by the Ministry since 2007, and that is not otherwise
covered by this request.

 

FYI.org.nz 
17-D-01614 23 January 30 January 

I request all information, documents, and 
correspondence relating to the environmental imp ct 
of tourism in New Zealand that has been conducted, 
commissioned, and/or received by the Ministry for the 
Environment since 2012 

 

FYI.org.nz 

17-D-01615 24 January 31 January 

Copies of all applications for ELAF funding in relation 
to the Thames Coromandel Distri t Plan review 
process and related appeals, received during 2017 
(calendar year). 

 

Coromandel 
Property Owners 
Alliance - 

 

17-D-01691 24 January 31 January 

The analysis and data related to the Waikato River 
Authority (WRA) which was provided in the Crown 
report questionnaires (completed as part of the 
Waikato and Waipā river arrangements review) by 

Waikato-Tainui’s accord Crown agency and Joint 

Management Agreement (JMA) partners (i.e. councils 
and government departments). 

 

Waikato Raupatu 
Lands Trust 

17-D-01613 N/A 9 February 

• A copy of the Briefing to the Incoming Minister (BIM)

provided to the Minister for the Environment; • A copy

of the BIM provided to the Minister for Climate
Change; • A copy of the BIM provided to both

Associate Ministers for the Environment; • All reports,

memorandums, papers , documents, advice,
correspondence, notes, emails, text messages, PID,

 17-D-01451 Provided to 
your office 
19 January 

9 February 
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or other official information, written, reviewed or 
considered by Ministry staff between 1 August 2017 
and 26 October 2017, in relation to the preparation of 
the BIMs and/or content of the BIM;  • All draft 

versions of the BIMs produced between 1 September 
2017 and 26 October 2017; • All covering notes that 

may have gone with the BIMs signed by the 
Secretary for the Environment;  • All attachments 

and/or any other briefings that went alongside the 
BIMs; • A copy of the Briefing to the Incoming 

Ministers of the Natural Resources Sector; • A copy 

of all other briefing to incoming Ministers from any 
board, such as the Waste Advisory Board. 

Dating back to April 2015, any advice, reports, 
briefings, emails or memos on the presence of PFOS 
and PFOA.  This should include – but not exclude – 
the testing carried out on Defence land. 

 

Political 
Reporter,TVNZ 

18-D-00023 5 February 12 
February 

A copy of the event note for Minister Parker’s visit to 

Rotorua, titled in our records as ‘Rotorua Te Arawa 
Lakes Programme site visits’ 

 

Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council 

18-D-00012
(Same 
document 
as in scope 
of  17-O-
01573) 

6 February 13 
February 

Any reports, memos, briefing notes, and emails 
generated by or received by officials relating to 
matters regarding waste from the Tiwai aluminium 
smelter, currently being stored in various locations 
around Southland. 

 18-D-00039 6 February 13 
February 

Any reports/ memos/ briefings prepared on the 
existence of asbestos in the country's water 
infrastructure prepared in the last two years. This 
should include any material prepared following the 
discovery of asbestos in Temuka’s water supply in 

December. 

 

Political 
Reporter,TVNZ 

18-D-00047 6 February 13 
February 

Was the design of your ministry’s annual reports for 

the last three financial years designed internally 
within your ministry or designed externally outside of 
your ministry? If de igned xternally, which company 
or contractor did your ministry engage and at what 
cost? Please include receipts, if possible. 

 

NZ Taxpayers 
Union 

18-D-00072 13 
February 

21 
February 
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