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1. Updates for noting

1.1. Recent engagement on the proposed National Policy Statement for Indigenous 
Biodiversity 

The Ministry and the Department of Conservation are continuing to engage with key 
stakeholders regarding the proposed National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity 
(NPSIB). 
Hui have been held across New Zealand, including Whanganui, Tauranga, Auckland, 
Gisborne, Napier, New Plymouth, Wellington, Dunedin, Whangarei, Taupō, Rotorua, 
Hamilton and Nelson. 
The Ministry has also over the last week, met with stakeholders and councils w th a 
particular interest in the geothermal policies of the proposed NPSIB, with feedback 
continuing to be constructive. 
Last week, Forest and Bird released a media statement in support of the proposed NPSIB 
and to dispel myths that have been circulating about the proposed NPSIB taking land away 
from New Zealanders. Support remains strong from interested stakeholders, especially 
those who were members of the Biodiversity Collaborative Group. 
This week, the Ministry will meet with a group of ecologists to discuss the significant 
natural area criteria and to assess whether they strike the right balance to maintain 
biodiversity under the Resource Management Act 1991.  
The Ministry is collating common themes heard from councils, stakeholders and Treaty 
Partners during the consultation pe iod, which closes on 14 March, following which the 
submissions analysis phase of work will commence  

1.2. Urban water issues in the Wellington region 

Breakages 

Since December last year, there have been several incidents of wastewater and water 
pipes breaking in Wellington. In response to these incidents there has been significant 
reporting on the failures across Wellington’s three waters infrastructure over the last few 
months, as well as the associated environmental impacts.  
Mayoral Taskforce on Wellington City water infrastructure  

In response to the recent incidents, Mayor Foster has established a mayoral taskforce 
consisting of councillors, mana whenua, and independent experts to look into the state of 
Wellington city’s three waters infrastructure, the requirements to deliver long term 
sustainable infrastructure, and Wellington Water’s governance and management structure.  
Wellington City councillors have also discussed an inquiry into the operation of Wellington 
Water and its relationship with the Council. Our understanding is that the decision to 
undertake an inquiry will be voted on by all councillors in the next two weeks.  
The Ministry will continue to work closely with the Department of Internal Affairs over the 
coming months to test how our emerging regulatory proposals (including on and 
wastewater discharges) can best be informed by any inquiry, should this take place. We 
understand that the Department of Internal Affairs will be providing a briefing to you. 
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1. Actions and decisions 

1.1. Update on National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity (NPSIB) 

Close of submissions 
The consultation period for the NPSIB came to a close on 14 March 2020 at 5pm. As at 11 
March 2020 more than 4,500 submissions had been received. A large portion of these are 
form submissions from Forest and Bird members and Federated Farmers members. There 
are also a number of substantial submissions from conservation groups, councils and 
industry representatives. 
We suggest providing a public statement noting that the public consultation period is now 
closed, thanking people for their input into the consultation process and providing a short 
update on the next immediate stages in the policy development process.  
Would you like to provide a statement? 

Yes/No 
Media messages 
Officials have been working to clarify policy intent given some media has provided 
misinformation about what the NPSIB will require from landowners and councils. A table 
with frequently asked questions and answers has been added to the consultation home 
page on the Ministry’s website and promoted through social media. Officials have also 
been working closely with the communications team from Beef and Lamb and Federated 
Farmers to ensure consistent messaging reaches members. 
Key themes from engagement to date 
We would like to meet with you to discuss the key themes from engagement and 
consultation, and the timing of the next phase of work. While engagement and consultation 
meetings have been constructive, there are key themes that have arisen where a possible 
policy response may be appropriate  These themes include: 

• the relative balance between biodiversity protection and private land-use flexibility. 
This includes the thresholds between high and medium attributes in Significant 
Natural Areas, and the related effects management provisions.  

• how to address the challenges and provide support for parts of the country with 
small ratepayer bases and large regions or a large proportion of public 
conservation land. 

• bette  reflecting the policy intent in the restoration and highly mobile fauna 
provisions, so they are more enabling rather than restrictive.  

• the importance of implementation measures to support councils, private 
landowners and iwi/Māori. 

• questions about how the NPSIB fits into the wider consideration of the Treaty of 
Waitangi and Treaty Partner engagement, for example: the Resource Management 
Act reform and Wai 262 report. 
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1. Updates for noting 

1.1. Update on National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity (NPSIB) 

Officials have shifted into the submissions analysis phase of the work programme with the 
closing of the consultation period on Saturday 14 march. We are still to receive a handful 
of submissions from those who were granted timeframe extensions. The total received so 
far plus those we are yet to receive suggest there will be over 7100 submissions. Of the 
7100 submissions: 

• 6400 form submissions from Forest and Bird members. 

• 700 substantive submissions from councils, iwi/Māori, farmers and landowners. 
Officials will be analysing these submissions for common themes and creating a summary 
of submissions document. This analysis will inform the policy development process. 
A substantive briefing note will be provided to you in the coming weeks which will provide 
you with a summary of the common themes from our consultation meetings. It will also 
require some decisions to be made regarding policy development and the response 
options to matters arising through the consultation process  

1.2. Update on the Drinking Water National Environmental Standard amendments 
timeframes and Critical Friends group 

The Ministry is progressing work on amendments to the National Environmental Standard 
for Sources of Human Drinking Water (Drinking Water NES), as part of system-wide 
reforms to the drinking water regulatory system.  
We have updated the timeframes and planned engagement process for the Drinking Water 
NES to allow for more robust analysis, engagement and consultation. This timeframe 
aligns with changes to the drinking water regulatory system being progressed through the 
Water Services Bill and Te Arowai.  Information gathered during the establishment of Te 
Arowai and as the Water Services Bill moves through the Select Committee process, it will 
be informative for the refinement of the Drinking Water NES amendments. 
Timeframes for Drinking Water National Environmental Standard (Drinking Water NES) 
amendments  
March 2020 – June 2020 

• establish a Technical Advisory Group to test and refine proposed amendments. 

• early engagement with iwi/Māori and key stakeholders. 
July 2020 – December 2020 

• refine and develop the policy, using the advice from the TAG and our early 
engagement programme. 

• review submissions on the Water Services Bill to identify any implications for 
Drinking Water NES amendments and impacts on regulated parties. 

• consultation on draft amended Drinking Water NES in late 2020 or early 2021. 
Early 2021  

• analysis of submissions and refinement of amended Drinking Water NES. 

• final policy recommendations reviewed by independent commissioner or panel. 

• anticipated gazettal of amended Drinking Water NES by mid-2021. 
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1. Actions and decisions 

1.1. Update on National Environment Standard (NES) - Air Quality engagement activities 
and proposal to amend the submission deadline 

Our engagement activity to support the proposed amendments to the NES for air quality 
has been delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic but we are working on alternative plans 
to meet with stakeholders via virtual means.   
We are beginning to hear from our key stakeholders (in particular regional public health 
units and some regional councils) that in the context of the Covid-19 outbreak, they are 
concerned about their capacity to prepare submissions and have these approved for 
submitting by the 24 April deadline.  We agree retaining the current deadline of 24 April is 
no longer appropriate.   
Alternative options are considered in the table below. Our preference is Option 1 - set a 
new fixed date (e.g. 31 July 2020) to provide certainty for submitters, allowing them o 
manage their own work priorities accordingly.  Both options would likely mean we are not 
able to seek policy decisions on this matter prior to the election   A revised timeline for 
gazettal of the NES is approximately April to June 2021. 

Option Analysis 
1. Extend submissions 

period to a fixed date 
(e.g. 31 July 2020). 

• Provides certa nty to stakeholders of new date, and 
allows stakeholders to make own decisions about 
relative prior ty of this work against other priorities 
in ligh  of the new deadline. 

• Any date should anticipate that the current 4 week 
Covid-19 Level 4 status could be extended. 

• Still risk that a further extension may be required. 
2. Communicate the 

submissions period is 
open indefinitely, until 
further notice   Any 
subsequent further 
notice would require 
6 weeks’ notice of the 
deadline closing.  

• Retains flexibility to set a closing deadline once we 
have more information about when 
Covid-19 Level 4 status is likely to be lifted. 

 Indirect signal that submitters should, as much as 
possible, continue to prepare their submissions 
knowing that the closing date could happen with 
6 weeks’ notice. 

• The 6 weeks’ notice period provides adequate time 
for councils to have this matter considered by 
relevant committees. 

 
Once a decision is made, we will communicate this directly to key stakeholders, update 
our website and include in any other communications the Ministry makes about our work 
programme.   
Do you agree with Option 1, to extend the submission period for the NES-AQ consultation 
to a fixed date, e.g. 31 July 2020? 

Yes/No 
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