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1.2.

Updates for noting
Release of Our Freshwater 2020 — Thursday 16 April 2020

The Ministry and Statistics New Zealand will release Our Freshwater 2020 (OFW2020),
the latest in the series of reports produced under the Environmental Reporting Act 2015,
on Thursday 16 April. This is a week later than previously scheduled, because of the
current COVID-19 situation.

In line with the requirements of the Act, you will receive the report and supporting material
24 hours ahead of release at 10.45am on Wednesday 15 April, the same time as selected
stakeholders and media. A combined Ministerial briefing has been scheduledfer 3pm that
day.

Given the situation with COVID-19, there will be no media launch event'en the day ©f

report release as there has been with past reports, although we willissue a media
statement and media will still receive the report under embargo:

OFW2020 provides an overview of the state of New Zealand’s freshwaterenvironment,
how it is changing and what the consequences are likely to bey It'builds on thefreshwater
information presented in Environment Aotearoa 2019, preSenting some new data and
insights.

The new or updated indicators in the report are:
e consented freshwater lakes
e conservation status of indigenous freshwater species
e freshwater physical habitat
e deposited sediment in rivers
e modelled lake water quality
e groundwater quality
o lake submerged,plant index
¢ River water quality heavy'metals.

The science and’data used.in this report is largely consistent with the Essential Freshwater
policy work;.but some differences in approach do exist. We will provide you with a briefing
on how the two compare alongside the report.

Wetwipes campaighn

Last week Minister Sage requested that the Ministry create a campaign, as part of the
government’s overall COVID-19 response, to encourage proper disposal of wet wipes and
prevent flushing; and the subsequent issues that are occurring for local government and
wastewater systems.

We are releasing that campaign today, with online advertising and paid social media
advertising.

The COVID Public Information Manager confirmed the need for the campaign and
requested the Ministry lead it. They requested that it sit alongside/separately from the main
campaign so it doesn’t distract from their main messages (e.g. stay home). However they
have allowed us to utilise the distinct yellow that had has been used in the COVID-19
campaign to denote that it is a message from Government.



In creating the campaign we have reached out to a number of stakeholders including
Department of Internal affairs (DIA), councils, Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ),

Water NZ, Countdown and Foodstuffs.

DIA shared their campaign materials with their Response Unit's wastewater leads and it
was met with general approval.

We are obtaining translations into several languages and these will be ready next week.



2. Cabinet material for proactive release (30 working days after confirmation by Cabinet)

Paper title and number What this paper covers Date confirmed by Date sent to Date due for Date
Cabinet your office proactive ielease published
2019-C-06170 This paper seeks Cabinet approval for | 24 February 28 Tob shed to | TBC
Approval to release discussion consultation on amendments to the CAB-20-MIN-0052 ‘ 6 incide with the
document - amendments to National Environment Standard for Air ) !\ reledase of the
National Environmental Standard | Quality. discussion
for Air Quality: particulate matter C) () “document
and mercury emissions Q& ?\
< A

3. Cabinet material we have been consulted on
& @

Paper title Agency Committee  Risk/issue/opportunity MfE comments
and

Crown’s approach to The Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry)

decommissioning the Tui TBC supports the Ministry of Building, Innovation and
Oil Field in response to result,of thexT a Employment (MBIE) exploring all legal avenues to
operator Tamarind i ’\Q hold Tamarind and its directors accountable for
liquidation 6 % S %, the costs of decommissioning.
@ o* tbaper published at https.:// The paper sets out a plan to begin

4 @ “mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/11505-the- decommissioning. MBIE has addressed previous

\ wns-approach-to-decommissioning-the-tui- Ministry concerns by noting that the marine

p il-field-in-response-to-operator-tamarind- consent process has the potential to extend their

J liquidation-proactiverelease-pdf -actual figure 2021/2022 timeline to begin decommissioning

consenting costs to agencies are included in their
costing.

Q @ was $154.641 million activities. MBIE has also confirmed that marine










Paper title

Committee
and
date due

Riskl/issue/opportunity

MfE comments

Building Consent MBIE DEV This paper proposes amendments to Schedule 1 of | The Ministry is comfortable with this paper and
Exemptions in Schedule TBC the Building Act 2004 to include 12 additional has.provided coniments to MBIE.
1 of the Building Act exemptions for minor and low risk building work
2004 from the Building Consent process. The
exemptions include short span bridges, carports,
single storey detached pole sheds and hay barns;
solar array panels, veranda, awnings, singlestorey
detached buildings, pipe support structures.and
flexible water bladders. Guidance to TAs would
also be updated.
Data and Statistics Statistics GOV New data and statistics legislation will: The Ministry is generally comfortable with this
Legislation: Paper 1 — NZ TBC * modernise roles and responsibilities for the paper and provided comments to StatsNZ. We
Overview of policy Minister and Government Statistician are discussing with StatsNZ the operational
decisions * recognise the Maori-Crown.relationship and implications proposed changes might have for
Paper 2 - Official what this means forrMaori'data andstatistics data reuse (eg for environmental reporting or our
statistics system » acknowledge the role,and responsibilities other | policy work) and continuing the strength of the
Paper 3 — Research and agencies play in.collecting and sharing data for | independence of the Government Statistician.
Analysis production of official statistics
Paper 4 — Obligations * recognisethe.wariety of dataisources for official
and sanctions statistics\(surveys, administrative data, other
datassources)
+ enahle\Statistics'NZ\(StatsNZ) to continue
sharing data collected for official statistics with
other government agencies for specific
purposes (eg joint collections)
+ expand,provisions that enable data access for
research and analysis (eg reflecting tikanga
framework developed by Stats NZ in
partnership with Maori)
. modernise obligations and sanctions with new
lower level enforcement tools and sanctions for
less serious breaches.
Hector’s and Maui MPJ DEV This paper provides measures that the Minister of | The Ministry is broadly comfortable with the paper

Dolphin Threat
Management Plan
Review — Fisheries

Fisheries considers necessary to support a revised
Hector's and Maui Dolphin Threat Management
Plan. It provides a suite of new restrictions on set

but noted that any proposals to provide ex gratia
payments to affected fishers and businesses have
the potential to set a precedent and therefore







Paper title

Committee
and
date due

Riskl/issue/opportunity

MfE comments

Overhaul of the MPI DEV This paper seeks Cabinet’s approval to release a The Ministry considers the discussion document
Biosecurity Act: Cabinet public discussion document as part of overhauling | provides a good simmary of the state of our
paper and attached the Biosecurity Act 1993 (the Act). bigseeurity system and the key issues that a
Discussion Document review should.address. We commented that the
The purpose of the discussion document is to test, [*discussion on, legislative alignment was overly
the Ministry for Primary Industries’ (MPI) simplistic, and focused almost exclusively on the
preliminary analysis and understanding of the interaction of the Biosecurity Act and the
issues with the Act and the biosecurity system. The | Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act.
document does not present options for change. Fhiswyas also raised by other agencies, and MPI
has’acknowledged the need to resolve this issue.
The proposed consultation perioddsfrom 7 May to
18 June 2020.
Facilitation of Christ DPMC DEV The paper seeks cabinet’s approval to draftan The Ministry broadly supports the use of an OiC to
Church Cathedral TBC Order in Council (OiC)wunderthe Christ Church facilitate the reinstatement works, as was

Reinstatement

Cathedral Reinstatement\Act'2017

The proposal would substitute fortheynormal
resource consent processes urider district and
regional plans,an.expedited.process that removes
local agency. discretion and curtails public
notification ‘and appeals. “The activities that would
ordinarily be discretionary-activities under the
existing/plans incltde the removal of a heritage-
scheduled warimemorial and three scheduled
heritage trees. The proposal also suggests
unspecified overrides to any discretionary consents
under the NES-Contaminated Soil.

envisioned in the Christ Church Cathedral
Reinstatement Act 2017.

We made comment about the need to ensure
adverse impacts to Cathedral Square were
considered and remedied in the OiC in the drafting
stage, as well as the need to provide for public
participation and coordination with the local
authorities. These comments were largely taken
on board.
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1.

1.1

1.2.

Updates for noting
Update on the impacts of COVID-19 on your work programmes

As a result of COVID-19, a number of your work programmes have been impacted which
officials wish to raise with you at the next Ministry officials meeting. You will receive a
briefing next week that outlines these impacts, including recommendations for an
alternative approach for progressing the National Policy Statement for Indigenous
Biodiversity that officials will discuss with you.

Changes in air quality since lockdown began on 25 March

Media outlets across New Zealand have reported improvements in air quality since the
lockdown began on 25 March 2020. Many articles cite data analysed byithe National
Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA) principal scientist, lan Longley, which
notes drops in NO; levels in Auckland, Christchurch, and Wellington of up to 91%
compared to levels in previous years. However, NIWA'’s data is'unverified. Routine
automated air quality monitoring is conducted by regional councils, and we“are working
over the coming weeks to analyse council data and verify.changes in levels of particulate
matter.

While the air quality improvements during the past.few weeks have been significant, New
Zealand has unigue circumstances. Changes in NO- levels have been considerable
because we receive little to no pollution from neighbeuring countries, our lockdown has
been comprehensive and met with widespread compliance.“The country-wide lock down
has meant that people have been able to'experiencetimproved air quality in their towns
and cities. While any lock-down will necessarily be shortiterm, with the media publicity
about this, it may incentivise peoplesto continue sgme behaviours they have adopted
during lockdown, such as video ¢onferencing inStead of travelling by car or plane and
enjoying exercise in their own.neighbourhoods.

We will continue to monitor news articles-and reports on air quality improvements. We
intend to notify Ministers*efimpacts torair quality caused by the level 4 lockdown by mid-
May and continue to moenitor any changes during level 3 lockdown. We will notify Ministers
of any implications-of these air quality changes.












Paper title

Committee
and
date due

Riskl/issue/opportunity

MfE comments

Building Consent MBIE DEV This paper proposes amendments to Schedule 1 of | The Ministry is comfortable with this paper and
Exemptions in Schedule TBC the Building Act 2004 to include 12 additional has.provided coniments to MBIE.
1 of the Building Act exemptions for minor and low risk building work
2004 from the Building Consent process. The
exemptions include short span bridges, carports,
single storey detached pole sheds and hay barns;
solar array panels, veranda, awnings, singlestorey
detached buildings, pipe support structures.and
flexible water bladders. Guidance to TAs would
also be updated.
Data and Statistics Statistics GOV New data and statistics legislation will: The Ministry is generally comfortable with this
Legislation: Paper 1 — NZ TBC * modernise roles and responsibilities for the paper and provided comments to StatsNZ. We
Overview of policy Minister and Government Statistician are discussing with StatsNZ the operational
decisions * recognise the Maori-Crown.relationship and implications proposed changes might have for
Paper 2 - Official what this means forrMaori'data andstatistics data reuse (eg for environmental reporting or our
statistics system » acknowledge the role,and responsibilities other | policy work) and continuing the strength of the
Paper 3 — Research and agencies play in.collecting and sharing data for | independence of the Government Statistician.
Analysis production of official statistics
Paper 4 — Obligations * recognisethe.wariety of dataisources for official
and sanctions statistics\(surveys, administrative data, other
datassources)
+ enahle\Statistics'NZ\(StatsNZ) to continue
sharing data collected for official statistics with
other government agencies for specific
purposes (eg joint collections)
+ expand,provisions that enable data access for
research and analysis (eg reflecting tikanga
framework developed by Stats NZ in
partnership with Maori)
. modernise obligations and sanctions with new
lower level enforcement tools and sanctions for
less serious breaches.
Hector’s and Maui MPJ DEV This paper provides measures that the Minister of | The Ministry is broadly comfortable with the paper

Dolphin Threat
Management Plan
Review — Fisheries

Fisheries considers necessary to support a revised
Hector's and Maui Dolphin Threat Management
Plan. It provides a suite of new restrictions on set

but noted that any proposals to provide ex gratia
payments to affected fishers and businesses have
the potential to set a precedent and therefore
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Overhaul of the MPI DEV This paper seeks Cabinet’s approval to release a The Ministry considers the discussion document
Biosecurity Act: Cabinet public discussion document as part of overhauling | provides a good simmary of the state of our
paper and attached the Biosecurity Act 1993 (the Act). bigseeurity system and the key issues that a
Discussion Document review should.address. We commented that the
The purpose of the discussion document is to test, [*discussion on, legislative alignment was overly
the Ministry for Primary Industries’ (MPI) simplistic, and focused almost exclusively on the
preliminary analysis and understanding of the interaction of the Biosecurity Act and the
issues with the Act and the biosecurity system. The | Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act.
document does not present options for change. Fhiswyas also raised by other agencies, and MPI
has’acknowledged the need to resolve this issue.
The proposed consultation perioddsfrom 7 May to
18 June 2020.
Facilitation of Christ DPMC DEV The paper seeks cabinet’s approval to draft.an The Ministry broadly supports the use of an OiC to
Church Cathedral 29 April Order in Council (OiC)wunderithe Christ Ghurch facilitate the reinstatement works, as was

Reinstatement

Cathedral Reinstatement\Act'2017

The proposal would substitute fortheynormal
resource consent processes urider district and
regional plans,an.expedited.process that removes
local agency. discretion and curtails public
notification ‘and appeals. “The activities that would
ordinarily be discretionary.activities under the
existing/plans incltde the removal of a heritage-
scheduled warimemorial and three scheduled
heritage trees. The proposal also suggests
unspecified overrides to any discretionary consents
under the NES-Contaminated Soil.

envisioned in the Christ Church Cathedral
Reinstatement Act 2017.

We made comment about the need to ensure
adverse impacts to Cathedral Square were
considered and remedied in the OiC in the drafting
stage, as well as the need to provide for public
participation and coordination with the local
authorities. These comments were largely taken
on board.
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