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1. Updates for noting

1.1. Release of Our Freshwater 2020 – Thursday 16 April 2020

The Ministry and Statistics New Zealand will release Our Freshwater 2020 (OFW2020), 
the latest in the series of reports produced under the Environmental Reporting Act 2015, 
on Thursday 16 April. This is a week later than previously scheduled, because of the 
current COVID-19 situation. 
In line with the requirements of the Act, you will receive the report and supporting material 
24 hours ahead of release at 10.45am on Wednesday 15 April, the same time as selected 
stakeholders and media. A combined Ministerial briefing has been scheduled for 3pm that 
day. 
Given the situation with COVID-19, there will be no media launch event on the day of 
report release as there has been with past reports, although we will issue a media 
statement and media will still receive the report under embargo. 
OFW2020 provides an overview of the state of New Zealand’s freshwater environment, 
how it is changing and what the consequences are likely to be. It builds on the freshwater 
information presented in Environment Aotearoa 2019, presenting some new data and 
insights. 
The new or updated indicators in the report are: 

• consented freshwater lakes

• conservation status of indigenous freshwater species

• freshwater physical habitat

• deposited sediment in rivers

• modelled lake water quality

• groundwater quality

• lake submerged plant index

• River water quality heavy metals.

The science and data used in this report is largely consistent with the Essential Freshwater 
policy work, but some differences in approach do exist. We will provide you with a briefing 
on how the two compare alongside the report. 

1.2. Wet wipes campaign 

Last week Minister Sage requested that the Ministry create a campaign, as part of the 
government’s overall COVID-19 response, to encourage proper disposal of wet wipes and 
prevent flushing; and the subsequent issues that are occurring for local government and 
wastewater systems. 
We are releasing that campaign today, with online advertising and paid social media 
advertising. 
The COVID Public Information Manager confirmed the need for the campaign and 
requested the Ministry lead it. They requested that it sit alongside/separately from the main 
campaign so it doesn’t distract from their main messages (e.g. stay home). However they 
have allowed us to utilise the distinct yellow that had has been used in the COVID-19 
campaign to denote that it is a message from Government. 
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In creating the campaign we have reached out to a number of stakeholders including 
Department of Internal affairs (DIA), councils, Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ), 
Water NZ, Countdown and Foodstuffs. 
DIA shared their campaign materials with their Response Unit’s wastewater leads and it 
was met with general approval. 
We are obtaining translations into several languages and these will be ready next week. 
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1. Updates for noting 

1.1. Update on the impacts of COVID-19 on your work programmes 

As a result of COVID-19, a number of your work programmes have been impacted which 
officials wish to raise with you at the next Ministry officials meeting. You will receive a 
briefing next week that outlines these impacts, including recommendations for an 
alternative approach for progressing the National Policy Statement for Indigenous 
Biodiversity that officials will discuss with you. 

1.2. Changes in air quality since lockdown began on 25 March 

Media outlets across New Zealand have reported improvements in air quality since the 
lockdown began on 25 March 2020. Many articles cite data analysed by the National 
Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA) principal scientist, Ian Longley, which 
notes drops in NO2 levels in Auckland, Christchurch, and Wellington of up to 91% 
compared to levels in previous years. However, NIWA’s data is unverified. Routine 
automated air quality monitoring is conducted by regional councils, and we are working 
over the coming weeks to analyse council data and verify changes in levels of particulate 
matter. 
While the air quality improvements during the past few weeks have been significant, New 
Zealand has unique circumstances. Changes in NO2 levels have been considerable 
because we receive little to no pollution from neighbouring countries, our lockdown has 
been comprehensive and met with widespread compliance. The country-wide lock down 
has meant that people have been able to experience improved air quality in their towns 
and cities. While any lock-down will necessarily be short term, with the media publicity 
about this, it may incentivise people to continue some behaviours they have adopted 
during lockdown, such as video conferencing instead of travelling by car or plane and 
enjoying exercise in their own neighbourhoods. 
We will continue to monitor news articles and reports on air quality improvements. We 
intend to notify Ministers of impacts to air quality caused by the level 4 lockdown by mid-
May and continue to monitor any changes during level 3 lockdown. We will notify Ministers 
of any implications of these air quality changes. 
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