
Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



 

2 

 

1. Actions and decisions 

1.1. Invitation to attend a water sensitive design seminar in Tauranga  

You have been invited to speak at a water sensitive design seminar in Tauranga on  
29 October (11:30am to 12:30pm) organised by Tauranga City Council. The seminar will 
focus on the benefits of water sensitive urban design, and what is being done on a local, 
regional, and national level to promote such design. It will likely be attended by stormwater 
and urban water practitioners from Tauranga and the Bay of Plenty.  

Subject to your availability, this is a further opportunity for you to engage with the 
stormwater sector in a growing area of New Zealand.  

Please indicate below if you would like to attend this seminar. We can provide your 
office with a background brief and draft talking points should you be able to attend  

Yes/No 

2. Updates for noting 

2.1. New national environmental standard for wastewater discharges and overflows 

On 17 September we advised Minister Parker on the timeframes and approach for 
progressing the proposed new national environmental standard for wastewater discharges 
and overflows (wastewater NES). This briefing, which was copied to you, included a 
recommendation to delegate Ministerial responsibility for the wastewater NES to you as 
associate Minister for the Environment.  

Minister Parker has agreed to this delegation and has directed officials to prepare a 
delegation letter to formalise this arrangement. We also understand that you, as Minister of 
Local Government, and Minister Parker will be having further discussions on the 
timeframes for progressing the wastewater NES. We will keep you updated as these 
arrangements are formalised.  

2.2. Update on the Urban Water Working Group 

On 26 September you spoke to the Urban Water Working Group (Group) in Manukau, 
Auckland. The Group has asked us to convey its appreciation for your encouragement of 
their work  Following discussion, the Group reached consensus on its recommendations 
for implementing the Urban Water Principles. 

A report containing these recommendations is now being finalised by officials (as the 
Group secretariat). This report will go to the Group for final approval by the end of the 
October and we anticipate it will be ready for publication around mid-November.  
Ahead of publication, we will provide you with a briefing on the Group’s recommendations, 
and a draft response from the Government. This timeframe should allow the 
recommendations to inform the work of the establishment unit of the new drinking water 
regulator, particularly in regard to the regulator’s wastewater and stormwater functions.  
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1. Strategic priorities  

1.1. National Policy Statement on Indigenous Biodiversity (NPS-IB) 
We will discuss the full NPS-IB package with you at our meeting on 16 October 2019, 
including launch options and the engagement approach.  
Officials have made changes to the documents in response to ministerial feedback received 
and are working towards Cabinet lodgement of the full NPS-IB package on  
17 October 2019, to be discussed at ENV Committee on 24 October 2019. 

1.2. Proposed amendments to the Air Quality National Environmental Standard (NES) 
We are working on the proposed amendments to the Air Quality NES. In August we advised 
you on the process to develop these amendments, which included an indicative completion 
date of August 2020.   
We are developing the consultation document and RIS in line with the proposals discussed 
with you, and expect to have these with you next month.  
We will discuss timeline options and preferences at our meeting with you this week.  

2. Updates for noting 

2.1. Joined-up consultation and urban water themes 
Through September and October the Ministry has been undertaking public consultation 
initiative on freshwater, urban development, high y productive land and product stewardship. 
This has included a series of public meetings, hui, and council engagements across all 
regions of the country.   
Some of the key themes emerging from the consultation in relation to urban water and three 
waters include:  

• Urban and rural communities each need to be contributing towards water quality 
improvement in New Zealand   

• Local authorities need to do a better job of managing the impacts of three waters 
infrastructure on water quality in urban areas.   

• There is broad support for the proposals to strengthen the protection of drinking 
water sources and improve the environmental performance of wastewater and 
stormwater networks, but questions raised regarding how these will work in practice. 

• Central Government needs to consider how the required investment in three waters 
infrastructure will be funded, particularly in smaller communities. 

The Ministry will be accepting formal submissions on the freshwater aspects of the joined-
up consultation, including the urban water and three waters proposals, until  
31 October 2019. We will provide a summary on how the submissions might inform further 
policy development on the urban water and three waters proposals.  

2.2. Queenstown Lakes District Council’s application for a discharge consent for 
wastewater overflows – Otago Regional Council recommends rejection 
In June 2019, the Queenstown Lakes District Council (QLDC) applied for a 35 year resource 
consent for the wastewater overflows from its municipal wastewater network. This includes 
the right to discharge wastewater overflows into freshwater as a result of network failures 
and capacity issues at various locations in the district. The consent application was lodged 
with the Otago Regional Council (ORC), which has employed an independent hearing panel 
to make a decision on this application.  

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



 

2 

 

1. Actions and decisions 

1.1. Update on timeframes for the National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity 
(NPSIB) 

Following your oral item at ENV on 23 October 2019, we understand that the following 
timeframes have been agreed: 

• 7 November lodging the Cabinet paper, proposed NPSIB and other related 
consultation documents 

• 14 November ENV committee meeting 

• 18 November Cabinet committee  

This would allow for a consultation period from approximately 25 November 2019 to March 
2020. The proposed NPSIB and public consultation documents could be publicly released 
approximately 25 November 2019. You have expressed a preference for stakeholder 
engagement, iwi/Māori hui and public meetings to be held for six weeks from February, 
meaning 1 February 2020 to 14 March 2020. The submission period would then also close 
14 March 2020.  

We will provide you a briefing note with the full final package of documents on  
Monday 4 November 2019, for lodging on the 7 November 2019. This package includes the 
Cabinet paper, proposed NPSIB, discussion document, regulatory impact statement, and 
section 32 evaluation report. We will also provide an overview of the communications and 
engagement approach. Talking points will be provided to you on  
Monday 11 November 2019 prior to your ENV committee meeting.  

We are working with your press secretary regarding communications and engagement 
opportunities for you during the consultation period. The communications material will 
include messaging that can be used by o her relevant ministers during the consultation 
period.  

Do you agree with these timeframes? 

Yes/No 

2. Updates for noting 

2.1. Update on the stormwater guidance project 

In our earlier weekly report of 26 August 2019 we noted that we are developing guidance 
on good practices like water sensitive urban design for stormwater policy and infrastructure 
planning.  

The first two of four components of this guidance are now being developed:  

• a section identifying a suite of policy and plan provisions to promote the 
adoption of good practices. This advice could be used by Councils wanting to 
ensure their policy aligns with current and developing good practice  

• a section identifying good practices for infrastructure planning. This advice 
could be used by Councils when planning infrastructure to improve 
environmental outcomes for urban water.  
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