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1. Actions and decisions

1.1. Decisions on the National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity (NPSIB)

Meeting with Officials 30 April 

After your meeting with officials on 30 April to discuss options for progressing the proposed 
National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity (NPSIB), you expressed a 
preference for the second of two options; to progress and finalise the NPSIB by April 2021. 
Doing so enables the maintenance of momentum that has recently been achieved on the 
NPSIB. This will also enable; 

• a comprehensive approach to the finalisation of the NPSIB which builds on the
strengths of the Biodiversity Collaborative Group (BCG);

• the development of an implementation plan over 12 months, including targeted
regional pilot projects, alongside Treaty Partners, stakeholders and councils, which
would not have been possible with a 2020 finalisation date; and

• the NPSIB to be introduced later in the COVID-19 economic recovery period, allowing
a greater understanding of potential interactions and implications.

Next steps 
Officials have been receiving external interest in what the updated timeframes for the 
development of the proposed NPSIB will be in light of COVID-19. Officials will be looking to 
communicate these changes in timeframes with key stakeholders to keep them updated. 
Key stakeholders will include groups such as; the BCG members, Treaty Partners, 
councils and agricultural organisations, among others.  
Do you agree with officials communicating timeframe changes with key stakeholders? 

Yes/No 
Officials will also be working with these key stakeholders, Treaty Partners and councils, to 
develop the implementation package previously mentioned. The collaborative development 
will help ensure support for the package as well as provide information on priority areas 
and pilot regions. 
Do you agree with officials working with key stakeholders, Treaty Partners and councils to 
develop an implementation and support package? 

Yes/No 
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1. Updates for noting 

1.1. Targeted engagement on proposed amendments to National Environmental 
Standards for Air Quality 

This week we completed a series of online workshops with all members of the National Air 
Quality Working Group (NAQWG). The NAQWG includes representatives from each of the 
16 regional authorities in New Zealand. 
Below are some key insights on the proposals from the four workshops.  

• General support for the move towards PM2.5 standards, in particular the annual 
standard, but more mixed feedback on the daily standard: 

o it would be straightforward to achieve compliance with a 10µg/m3 annual 
average PM2.5 standard in most areas, and it could be set to a stricter level 
e.g., 8µg/m3  

o it would be more difficult to achieve the proposed 25µg/m3 daily average 
PM2.5 standard in many areas, so the number of allowable exceedances 
needs to be reasonable. 

• The shift from PM10 to PM2.5, may feel like a backwards step for communities that 
have made significant gains in reducing PM10 since the NESAQ was introduced in 
2004. This needs to be mitigated with clear, centralised communication to build 
community understanding about what these amendments mean in relation to 
community progress already made. 

• Concern about the costs of new PM2.5 monitoring equipment, establishing new 
monitoring sites, and gazetting new air sheds, particularly in regions populated by 
rural communities. Support from central government may be needed. 

• Feedback that regulations for domestic solid fuel burners such as a stricter 
emission standard, lower thermal efficiency standard than those proposed, and/or a 
ratio standard for emissions and efficiency (such as milligrams per megajoule) 
would help to drive innovation in burner design and manufacture. 

Most councils also noted they did not face any issues with ongoing air quality monitoring 
during COVID-19 lockdown. 
We are currently working with your office to contact iwi and hapū who have already 
expressed interest in hui with you and officials to discuss air quality issues in their areas 
and the proposed amendments. This includes discussions with hapū in Tauranga. We are 
also following up the letters we sent in February to iwi in areas of poor air quality to 
arrange discussions throughout June. Once we have confirmed these hui arrangements, 
we will work with your office on your availability to attend. At this stage, we anticipate 
engagement will be via online video conferencing. 
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